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'  O  worthy  gift  of  Heavenly  love  to  man, 

A  revelation  of  the  Will  Divine.'  Selwyn. 


The  Bible — the  most  earnest  of  all  books." 


CaRLYLE. 


1  The  Bible  !     That's  the  Book,  the  Book  indeed, 
The  Book  of  books 
On  which  who  looks 
As  he  should  do  aright  shall  never  need 
Wish  for  a  better  light 
To  guide  him  through  the  night.'  Hereert. 

'Use  the  Holy  Scripture  with  all  reverence.  It  is  a  subject 
for  thy  faith,  not  thy  fancy.'  Quarles. 

'The  immediate  work  of  our  day  is  the  study  of  the  Bible. 
Other  studies  will  act  upon  the  progress  of  mankind  by  acting 
through  and  upon  this.' 

Dr.  Tempi.::,  Archbishop  cf  Canterbury. 

'The  Scriptures  are  a  bond  of  union  to  the  whole  Christian 
world.'  Jowett. 
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Introduction 

EZRA,   NEHEMIAH  AND  ESTHER 

I 

Ezra  and  Nehemiah — Authorship  and  Date.  The  almost 
uniform  testimony  of  Jewish  writers  and  the  Fathers  of  the 
Christian  Church  is,  that  the  Books  of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah  were 
written  respectively  by  the  men  whose  names  they  bear.  Ezra, 
a  priest  and  '  ready  scribe  in  the  law  of  Moses,'  is  regarded  by 
the  same  authorities  as  the  author  of  the  'Chronicles.'  The 
Talmud  in  Baba  Bathra  affirms  definitely  that  he  wrote  his  own 
Book  and  the  genealogical  accounts  given  in  the  '  Chronicles. '  A 
large  part  of  the  Book  of  Ezra  (chap.  vii.  27 — ix.)  is  written  in 
the  first  person ;  and  this,  at  least,  must  have  been  penned  by 
the  Scribe  himself.  Chapters  i.-vi.  closely  relate  themselves  to 
the  record  in  the  '  Chronicles' ;  and  if,  as  is  so  often  affirmed  by 
ancient  writers,  Ezra  wrote  the  latter  work,  it  is  easy  to  perceive 
how  he  came  to  pen  the  opening  chapters  of  the  Book  associated 
with  his  name.  Like  many  other  historians  of  his  time,  Ezra 
seems  to  have  made  large  use  of  documents  lying  to  his  hand. 
Chapters  iv.  8 — vi.  18  ;  vii.  12-26  are  in  Chaldaic,  and  are 
mostly  taken  from  Persian  sources. 

The  remarks  which  have  been  made  with  respect  to 
Ezra  apply  largely  to  Nehemiah  and  his  writings.  The 
Jewish  doctors,  it  is  true,  regard  the  Books  of  Ezra  and 
Nehemiah  as   one  volume ;    but  much   importance   cannot   be 
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attached  to  their  treatment  of  the  number  of  the  books  in  the 
Old  Testament ;  for  they  insisted,  in  the  most  arbitrary  manner, 
upon  reducing  the  number  to  twenty-two,  and  in  order  to  obtain 
this  number  they  were  obliged  to  treat  these  two  Books  as  one. 
This  they  did,  and  still  do,  even  though  the  Septuagint,  and 
afterwards  the  Vulgate,  speak  of  them  as  two  Books.  That 
Nehemiah's  writings  are  separate  from  Ezra's  is  clearly  proved 
by  the  ancient  title  which  they  bear,  '  The  Words  of  Nehemiah 
the  Son  of  HachaliahJ  and  by  the  circumstance  that,  like  Ezra's, 
a  large  part  is  written  in  the  first  person  (chaps,  i. — vii.  5,  and 
mostly  xii.  27 — xiii.),  and  must  have  come  from  Nehemiah's 
hand.  Like  Ezra  again,  Nehemiah  took  over  existing  documents. 
Witness  the  list  of  exiles,  which  the  writer  says  he  found.  This 
list  is  inserted  in  chapter  vii.  6-73. 

But  in  both  Books  there  are  statements  which  must  have 
been  made  by  subsequent  writers.  The  words,  for  instance, 
which  describe  Ezra's  character  (Ezra  vii.  6),  and  the  historical 
account  of  the  offerings  'in  the  days  of  Nehemiah'  (Neh. 
xii.  47),  are  illustrations  of  passages  which  must  have  been 
added  by  a  redactor.  But  whenever  we  deal  with  this  question, 
we  are  at  once  within  the  province  of  Biblical  criticism. 

To  two  things  very  great  prominence  should  here  be  given. 
First,  that  the  Books  themselves  make  no  claim  as  to  author- 
ship ;  and,  second,  that  modern  historical  standards  cannot  be 
applied  to  ancient  methods  of  writing  history.  Writers  of 
antiquity  took  over  documents  which  served  their  purposes, 
without  hesitation,  and  without  acknowledgment.  Redactors 
did  not  scruple  to  make  emendations,  or  to  bring  the  history 
up  to  their  own  time.  In  the  case  of  the  Old  Testament 
writings,  however,  it  is  well  known  that  the  members  of  the 
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Great  Synagogue,  and,  after  them,  the  members  of  the  School 
of  Scribes  exercised  great  care  in  dealing  with  them,  and  per- 
mitted only  such  changes  as  were  consistent,  so  far  as  they 
knew,  with  historical  accuracy. 

But  even  when  these  things  are  kept  in  view,  it  is  still 
extremely  difficult  to  determine  authorship  and  dates.  Recon- 
struction is  easy  enough ;  but  no  two  reconstructors  agree. 
With  our  limited  knowledge,  and  owing  to  the  wide  range 
which  is  allowed  to  probabilities,  this  is  not  astonishing.  The 
Books  of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah  manifestly  came  from  the  hands  of 
the  men  whose  names  they  bear.  Their  writings  were,  how- 
ever, revised ;  but  how  late  the  redactor  lived,  can  be  matter 
only  of  surmise.  Some  place  the  date  in  the  Macedonian  or 
Greek  Period.  The  similarity  in  style  of  all  parts  of  the  Books 
is  against  a  very  late  date  ;  and  most  authorities,  therefore,  do  not 
place  it  later  than  a  generation  or  two  after  the  time  of  Ezra. 

Esther.  The  Book  of  Esther  has  received  a  separate  treat- 
ment at  the  hands  of  both  ancient  and  modern  writers.  It  is 
post-exilic,  and  reflects  the  spirit  of  the  times  after  the  Restora- 
tion. Jewish  doctors  place  this  Book,  along  with  four  other 
historical  works  (Daniel,  Chronicles,  Ezra  and  Nehemiah), 
among  the  nine  books  of  the  Hagiography  or  holy  writings. 

This  Book  has  been  a  subject  of  much  dispute.    Standing  at  one 

extreme,  there  are  those  who  identify  Esther  and  Mordecai  with 

the  Babylonian  deities  Ishtar  (Astarte)  and  Marduk  (Merodach) ; 

and,  at  the  other,  those  who  maintain  that  the  Book  is  one  of 

the  most  authentic  pieces  of  history  transmitted  from  antiquity. 

The  opinions  of  scholars  are  divided  regarding'  the  historicity  of  the 

Book.     Some  treat  it  as  a  brilliant  romance  with  an  historical 
vii 
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basis ;  others  hold  that  the  accurate  account  which  is  given  of 
Persian  manners  and  customs,  the  portraiture  of  Xerxes's  char- 
acter, agreeing  to  the  letter  with  the  description  which 
Herodotus  has  written,  and  the  institution  of  the  Feast  of 
Purim,  which  all  Jews  observe  in  memory  of  the  great 
deliverance  effected  through  Esther  and  Mordecai,  place  it 
among  the  historical  books. 

The  opinion  of  the  majority  of  Jews  is  quite  decided.  They 
set  a  high  estimate  upon  the  Book.  Moses  Maimonides  says 
that  the  prophecies  of  the  prophets  and  other  holy  writings  may 
pass  away,  but  that  the  Book  of  Esther  will  last  as  long  as  the 
Law.  Some  Jews,  however,  treat  it  as  fiction ;  and  many 
Christian  writers  have  rejected  it,  both  because  of  the  absence  of 
theocratic  piety  from  its  pages  and  because  it  breathes  a  spirit  of 
revenge.  The  name  of  God  does  not  once  appear  in  the  Book. 
Silence  as  to  God's  name  is  explained  by  some  on  the  ground 
that  the  sacred  Name  might  have  been  profaned  by  the  Persian 
idolaters  ;  while  others  think  that  it  is  omitted  lest  it  should  have 
been  profaned  by  the  Jews  themselves  on  the  occasion  of  their 
rejoicings  at  the  Feast  of  Purim,  when  the  Book  of  Esther  is 
read  from  beginning  to  end. 

The  Book  itself  professes  to  be  historical ;  and  though  its 
artistic  arrangement  has  suggested  the  idea  of  a  romance, 
there  is  nothing  improbable  in  its  pages  or  inconsistent  with 
what  might  have  happened  in  an  Eastern  country.  That 
the  Divine  Name  does  not  occur  in  the  Bock,  cannot  tell 
against  its  historicity ;  for  the  writer,  though  a  fervent  and 
patriotic  Jew,  may  have  been  one  of  those  who  in  exile  lost 
all  faith  in  Jehovah,  and  traced,  like  almost  all  modern  historians, 
all  events  to  natural  causes  alone.    The  elimination  of  the  name 
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of  God,  and  of  all  that  is  thereby  implied,  is  not  a  modern 
incident ;  it  indicates  a  habit  of  mind  as  old  as  man  himself. 

But  whatever  the  explanation  of  the  omission  of  the  name  of 
God,  the  book  emphasises  ethical  principles  and  gives  a  vivid 
picture  of  their  operations.  In  Xerxes's  career  we  see  a  stern 
condemnation  of  unbridled  power  and  self-indulgence  ;  in  Ha- 
inan's, the  clever  but  unscrupulous  designer  of  mischief  punished ; 
in  Esther's,  devotion  to  duty  rewarded,  and  in  Mordecai's,  a 
typical  Jew,  relentless  in  his  hatred  towards  enemies,  and  loyal 
to  his  own  people — not  an  inviting  or  lovely  character,  but  one 
sadly  true  to  history. 

Authorship  and  Date  of  Esther.  The  authorship  of  the 
Book  has  been  attributed  to  the  members  of  the  Great  Syna- 
gogue, while  some,  basing  their  opinion  partly  upon  tradition 
and  partly  upon  what  is  written  in  chapter  ix.  20,  think  that 
Mordecai  was  the  author.  The  majority  of  writers,  in  the 
absence  of  information,  hesitate  to  declare  for  any  one  person 
as  author,  but  hold  that,  whoever  wrote  the  Book,  it  must  have 
been  penned  some  time  between  464  B.C.  and  423  B.C.,  and  by  a 
person  intimately  acquainted  with  Persian  customs. 

II 

Historical  Survey.  The  brief  record  of  Jewish  history  given 
in  the  Books  of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah  takes  us  back  to  the  eventful 
period  of  the  Restoration,  and  describes  many  of  the  drastic 
changes  and  dramatic  incidents  which  belong  to  the  first  century 
after  the  Return.  Before  the  Old  Testament  history  closes  and 
the  last  of  the  prophets  deliver  their  message,  this  record  gives 
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a  vivid  picture  of  the  social  and  religious  condition  of  the  Jews, 
of  the  hopes  which  inspired  them,  and  of  the  national  task  which 
lay  to  their  hands. 

The  Babylonian  captivity  produced  great  changes.  The  king- 
dom of  Judah  was  shattered.  The  succession  of  kings  from  the 
time  of  Saul  and  onwards  had  come  to  an  end.  The  Temple, 
the  centre  of  religious  services,  was  destroyed  ;  and  the  royal  city 
was  laid  in  ruins.  The  spectacle  which  the  pious  Jew  witnessed 
was  mournful  in  the  extreme ;  and  his  outlook  must  have  been 
dark  and  gloomy.  The  history  of  the  Jews  during  this  period  of 
national  calamity  is  recorded  in  broken  sentences.  No  memorial 
is  preserved,  save  a  few  utterances  by  the  prophets.  Silence 
reigns  ;  history,  as  such,  is  wanting  ;  and  what  the  aspirations  of 
the  Jews  were  can  only  be  surmised. 

The  Restoration  breaks  the  long-continued  silence ;  and  in 
these  books  we  have  historical  documentary  evidence,  true  and 
valid,  of  the  main  events  which  then  happened  and  of  the  new 
beginning  which  the  Jews  as  a  nation  were  enabled  to  make. 
After  the  conquest  of  Babylon  by  the  Medo-Persians,  the  events 
which  rapidly  followed,  one  upon  another,  left  a  deep  stamp 
on  the  history  of  the  Jews. 

1  When  Jehovah  turned  again  the  captivity  of  Zion 
We  were  like  men  that  dream  ' 

is  the  confession  which  the  exile-poet  makes  on  behalf  of  himself 
and  his  fellows.  They  seemed  to  be  in  a  new  world.  They 
could  scarcely  believe  that  they  were  once  again  free  men,  and 
that  Jerusalem  and  a  Temple  restored  might  become  to  them  all 
that  both  had  been  to  their  fathers.  The  joy  of  the  Jews  on  their 
return  to  Zion  can  easily  be  conceived.     But  their  surprise  and 
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the  joyful  feelings  evoked  are  not  so  remarkable  as  the  great 
moral  change  which  the  captivity  had  been  the  means  of  effecting 
on  the  Jews.  Before  their  exile  they  were  constantly  falling 
into  idolatry ;  they  were  careless  respecting  the  claims  of  the 
Law,  and  ever  seeking  the  aid  of  foreign  powers.  After  their 
return,  idolatry  is  never  laid  to  their  charge ;  the  Law  was 
regularly  studied,  and  its  letter  even  superstitiously  venerated  ; 
they  kept  themselves  apart  from  all  other  nations,  but  fell  into 
the  temptation  of  priding  themselves  on  their  exclusiveness. 

The  Perennial  Interest  attaching  to  the  jews.    It  is  not 

without  significance  that  to-day  far  more  interest  is  taken  in  the 
comparatively  obscure  Jewish  people  than  in  the  mighty  Persian 
Empire,  of  which  they  formed  only  a  very  small  part.  The 
reasons  doubtless  are,  that  moral  issues  of  the  highest  order 
were  bound  up  in  their  history ;  and  that  the  development  of 
the  Divine  Purpose,  relative  to  the  human  race,  is  traced  more 
clearly  in  the  history  of  the  Jews  than  in  that  of  the  Persians,  or, 
indeed,  of  any  other  nation.  To  them  a  Divine  revelation  had 
been  given  ;  and  from  them  the  Messiah  was  to  come.  With  an 
ever-increasing  interest,  therefore,  the  wonderful  story  of  the 
Jews  is  perused  ;  and  to  these  Books,  which  close  the  historic 
record  of  the  Old  Testament  Church,  readers  turn  in  order  to 
ascertain  what  can  be  known  definitely  about  the  Jews  before  the 
curtain  falls. 

The  historic  record  which  these  Books  give  is  not  continuous 
or  full.  We  have  only  fragments  ;  but  these  are  recognised  by 
most  authorities  as  historically  authentic.  We  cannot,  however, 
overlook  the  contention  of  some  scholars  who  maintain  that  there 
never  was  such  an  event  as  the  Restoration,  and  that  the  Temple 
xi 
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was  rebuilt,  and  the  wall  of  the  city  of  Jerusalem  was  repaired,  not 
by  returned  exiles,  as  the  Book  of  Ezra  records,  but  by  Jews  who 
were  never  in  exile.  The  grounds  upon  which  these  contentions 
rest  are,  that,  if  so  great  an  event  as  the  Restoration  had  taken 
place  the  Prophets  Haggai  and  Zechariah  must  have  had  much  to 
say  about  it ;  and  that,  statements  as  to  the  Restoration  cannot  be 
traced  to  any  other  authority  than  the  unknown  Chronicler  who 
relates  the  story.  In  the  interests  of  historical  truth,  it  may  be 
briefly  said  that  an  argument  can  scarcely  be  constructed  from 
the  silence  of  the  prophets  who  flourished,  not  at  the  Restora- 
tion, but  at  a  later  period,  namely,  during  the  reign  of  Darius 
Hystaspis.  Besides,  we  have  only  a  mere  outline  of  their  pro- 
phecies. Most  impartial  men  will  demand  something  more 
valid  than  an  argument  e  silentio  before  they  set  aside  historical 
documents  such  as  the  Books  of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah  contain. 
And,  as  to  the  authority  of  the  Chronicler,  even  though  he  stood 
alone,  that  would  not  necessarily  invalidate  his  testimony.  But 
he  does  not  stand  alone.  The  personal  records  of  both  Ezra 
and  Nehemiah  are  given  ;  and,  in  addition,  the  whole  subse- 
quent history  of  Judaism  assumes  the  validity  of  the  narrative 
given  in  these  Books.  The  descendants  of  those  whose  names 
were  on  the  Congregational  Roll  ever  prided  themselves  on 
their  being  the  sons  of  exiles  who  had  returned.  The  conclu- 
sion, therefore,  to  which  the  great  majority  of  scholars  have 
come  is,  that  the  Restoration  is  as  well  attested  as  any  historical 
fact.  It  is  written  in  legible  letters  on  the  life  of  the  Jewish 
people,  and  cannot  easily  be  denied. 

Date  of  the  laying  of  the  Foundation,  and  the  building 
of  the  Temple.     But  among  those  who  accept  the  narrative 

xii 
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of  the  Restoration  as  valid,  there  are  some  who  hold  that 
the  Books  of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah  must  be  reconstructed  to 
the  extent  that  the  latter  should  be  placed  first ;  and  that  Ezra's 
account  of  the  rebuilding  of  the  Temple  must  be  modified  to  the 
extent  that  the  foundation  of  the  Temple  was  not  laid  in  the 
second  year  after  the  Return,  but  in  the  second  year  of  Darius 
Hystaspis,  i.e.,  in  the  year  519  B.C. 

The  first  of  these  demands  rests  mainly  upon  subjective  con- 
siderations, always  doubtful  data  on  which  to  build  hypotheses  ; 
and  the  second  turns  largely  upon  the  exegetical  rendering  of 
Haggai  ii.  15-19,  and  Zech.  viii.  9,  for  all  the  other  arguments 
which  have  been  urged  in  favour  of  the  later  date  have  one  by  one 
been  given  up,  and  now  the  two  passages  cited  are  made  to  prove 
that  the  foundation  of  the  Temple  was  laid  in  the  second  year  of 
the  reign  of  Darius  Hystaspis.  Zechariah,  it  ought  to  be  care- 
fully noted,  says  nothing  respecting  the  date  of  the  founding  of 
the  Temple.  His  reference  is  quite  indefinite,  on  the  day  signi- 
fies in  a  general  sense  the  time  when.  Besides,  it  should  not 
escape  attention  that  he  describes  what  happened  in  the  fourth 
year  of  Darius,  whereas  Haggai  speaks  of  the  second  year  of  the 
same  king's  reign.  As  to  Haggai's  w or els  from  this  day  and  on- 
ward, the  question  which  they  raise  is,  Can  they  be  taken  legiti- 
mately as  indicating  an  epoch  at  the  beginning  of  which  the  Jews 
had  an  opportunity  of  making  a  new  start  ?  or  are  they  to  be 
taken  as  implying  that  the  foundation  of  the  Temple  was  not 
laid  until  the  time  of  Darius  ?  Already,  in  chapter  ii.  3,  Hag- 
gai writes  as  if  the  Temple  were  partially  rebuilt.  He  invites 
those  who  saw  the  old  Temple  to  compare  it  with  the  new 
structure  ;  and  it  may  be  here  observed,  that  if  there  were  any 
who   saw   the   first   Temple   they  must   have   been   very  aged 
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however,  soon  interrupted  as  much  perhaps  by  the  indifference 
of  the  Jews  as  by  the  hostility  of  their  enemies.  Very  little 
progress  seems  to  have  been  made  with  the  rebuilding  during 
the  subsequent  years  of  Cyrus's  reign,  though  there  is  nothing  to 
prove  that  he  revoked  his  edict.  During  the  reign  of  Cambyses 
also  (529-522  B.C.)  the  people's  hands  were  idle.  During  the 
short  reign  of  the  Pseudo-Smerdis(52i  B.C.)  the  builders  appear  to 
have  been  at  work,  but  it  was  not  till  the  second  year  of  Darius 
Hystaspis,  who  ruled  from  520  B.C.  till  486  B.C.,  that  the  work 
was  resumed  in  earnest.  In  the  sixth  year  of  his  reign  the  Temple 
was  completed  amidst  great  rejoicing.  Twenty-one  years  thus 
elapsed  from  the  foundation  to  the  completion  of  the  Temple. 

Ahasuerus,  better  known  to  fame  as  Xerxes,  ascended  the 
Persian  throne,  and  reigned  from  486  B.C.  till  465  B.C.  This 
monarch's  reign  was  marked  by  many  notable  events,  but  so  far 
as  Biblical  history  is  concerned  by  one  alone.  It  is  the  story  of 
Esther  in  which  Xerxes  plays  an  important  part.  True  to  the 
character  which  Greek  writers  have  given  of  him,  in  his  dealings 
first  with  Queen  Vashti  and  next  with  Queen  Esther,  the  king 
showed  himself  proud,  self-willed,  and  impulsive.  Esther, 
however,  with  great  ingenuity  and  daring,  made  even  his  bad 
qualities  serve  her  purposes,  and  she  at  once  averted  the  hate  of 
Haman  and  saved  the  Jews.  The  events  recorded  in  the  Book 
of  Esther  belong  to  the  period  between  chapters  vi.  and  vii.  of 
the  Book  of  Ezra. 

Under  Artaxerxes  Longimanus  Jewish  history  took  a 
favourable  development.  This  monarch  ruled  from  465  B.C. 
till  424  B.C.  He  was  noted  for  his  discrimination  and  magna- 
nimity. Me  allowed  both  Ezra  and  Nehemiah  to  labour  in  the 
interests    of    their   countrymen  ;    and    the   facilities   which  he 
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afforded  them  in  the  carrying  out  of  their  mission  made  it 
comparatively  easy  for  them  to  discharge  their  task.  The  work 
of  Ezra,  the  scribe,  and  that  of  Zerubbabel,  the  governor,  gave 
the  liberated  and  chastened  Jews  another  opportunity  of  proving 
the  sincerity  of  their  religious  convictions,  and  their  devotion  to 
God  and  His  service. 


THE   BOOK    OF    EZRA 

The  Contents  of  the  Book.  The  work  is  divided  into  two 
parts.  The  first  part  includes  chapters  i.-vi.  and  relates  the  story 
of  the  return  to  Jerusalem  of  the  exiles  from  Babylon.  The 
leaders  of  these  liberated  Jews  were  Prince  Zerubbabel  and  the 
high  priest  Jeshua.  Those  who  were  the  first  to  return  from 
captivity  were  chiefly  of  the  tribes  of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  'and 
the  Levites  even  all  whose  spirit  God  had  stirred  to  go  up  to 
build  the  house  of  the  Lord  which  is  in  Jerusalem.' 

Cyrus,  influenced,  as   some   think,  by  religious   motives,    or 

as  others  hold,  by  political  considerations,  favoured   the  Jews  ; 

but   whatever   actuated   him,    he  not  only  allowed   the    exiles 

to   return,    but  also    urged   those  of  the  Jews  who   remained 

to  help  '  with  silver  and  with  gold,  with  goods  and  with  beasts ' 

their  brethren  who  had  resolved  to  go  to  Jerusalem.      The  king 

also,  according  to  the  account  given   in   this  Book,    '  brought 

forth  the  vessels  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  which  Nebuchadnezzar 

had  brought  forth  out  of  Jerusalem,  and  had  put  them  in  the 

house  of  his  God.     Even  those  did  Cyrus  king  of  Persia  bring 

forth  by  the  hand  of  Methredath,  the  treasurer.'     Laden  with 
B  xvii 
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gifts  the  exiles  made  the  journey  to  Jerusalem,  which  they 
reached  in  the  early  spring.  A  detailed  account  is  given  of  the 
chief  families  which  returned. 

Little  more  than  a  year  elapsed  when,  on  the  urgent  appeal 
of  Zerubbabel,  the  Jewish  prince,  and  Jeshua,  the  high  priest, 
the  people  made  a  beginning  with  the  rebuilding  of  the  Temple. 
The  foundation-stone  was  laid  on  the  second  month  of  the 
second  year  of  the  Restoration.  But  the  work  of  rebuilding  was 
soon  interrupted  by  Samaritans,  who,  disappointed  at  not  being 
allowed  to  have  a  share  in  the  building  of  the  Temple,  '  weakened 
the  hands  of  the  people  of  Judah,  and  troubled  them  in  building, 
and  hired  counsellors  against  them.'  They  succeeded  in  their 
object  during  the  whole  of  the  subsequent  part  of  the  reign  of 
Cyrus.  On  his  death  they  seem  to  have  appealed  to  his 
successors,  Cambyses  and  the  Pseudo-Smerdis.  The  latter 
only  reigned  eight  months,  and  it  was  to  him  evidently  that  they 
wrote  the  letter,  which  is  given  in  chapter  iv.,  through  the 
deputy-governors  who  ruled  West  of  the  Euphrates.  The  whole 
Persian  Empire  had  been  thrown  into  confusion  through  the 
usurpation  of  the  throne  by  the  Magian,  Smerdis.  Haggai 
and  Zechariah  at  this  period  (chaps,  v.  1-5,  vi.  14)  came 
upon  the  scene  as  prophets  for  the  first  time.  Their  fervent 
admonitions  stirred  up  the  people  to  the  rebuilding  of  the 
Temple.  The  historicity  of  this  Book  has  been  questioned 
mainly  on  the  ground  that  the  prophets  are  silent  about  the 
Restoration,  but  if  it  be  remembered  that  the  return  from  exile 
was  now  a  matter  of  history,  and  that  more  pressing  present 
events  called  for  their  attention,  this  silence  may  be  explained. 

The  Rebuilding  of  the  Temple.     The  rebuilding  of  the 
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Temple  had  been  interrupted  for  fourteen  or  fifteen  years.  The 
earnest  appeals  of  the  prophets  urged  the  people  to  resume  the 
erection  of  the  House.  Before  Darius  Hystaspis  issued  his 
royal  decree  permitting  them  to  proceed  with  the  building,  it 
seems,  from  what  is  recorded  in  the  opening  verses  of  chapter  v., 
that  they  had  really  resumed  their  work  ;  for,  when  the  Satrap 
Tatnai  went  down  to  Judah  he  found  that  the  work  was  going 
on  fast  and  prospering  in  the  hands  of  the  builder  (chap.  v.  8). 
But  the  Satrap  considered  it  his  duty  to  report  the  matter  to 
Darius  and  ascertain  the  royal  pleasure  respecting  the  building 
of  the  Temple.  The  reply  which  the  king  sent,  after  a  careful 
investigation  into  the  history  of  the  Jews'  return  to  Jerusalem  and 
the  decree  of  Cyrus,  was  wholly  in  favour  of  the  Jews.  The 
work  accordingly  was  prosecuted  with  great  speed,  and  in  the 
sixth  year  of  Darius  Hystaspis  in  the  month  Adar  (Feb.  515 
B.C.)  the  Temple  was  finished,  'and  the  children  of  the  captivity 
kept  the  dedication  of  this  House  with  great  joy.'  The  Pass- 
over Feast  was  observed  with  demonstrations  of  gladness,  for 
'  the  Lord  had  made  them  joyful,  and  turned  the  heart  of  the 
King  of  Assyria  unto  them.' 

A  long  period  of  silence  ensues,  from  515  B.C.  till  458  B.C., 
before  the  narrative  is  resumed.  Artaxerxes  Longimanus  was 
now  on  the  Persian  throne.  He  was  favourably  disposed 
toward  the  Jews;  and  in  the  year  458  B.C.  he  allowed  Ezra 
to  go  to  Jerusalem.  The  special  mission  with  which  Ezra  was 
entrusted,  and  the  munificence  of  the  provision  which  the  king 
made  on  his  behalf,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Jews  who  returned 
with  him,  as  well  as  of  those  already  settled  in  Judah,  are  given  in 
great  detail.  Ezra  was  well  fitted  for  the  task  assigned  to  him. 
lie  was  of  the  priestly  order;   but  perhaps  best  known  as  a 
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learned  doctor  of  law,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  government  of  the  Jews.  Accompanied  by  1754 
males  and  their  families,  he,  after  a  journey  of  four  months, 
reached  Jerusalem.  He  had  prepared  himself  specially  for  the 
task  which  lay  before  him  by  a  diligent  study  of  '  the  law  of  the 
Lord ' ;  but  when  he  came  to  the  city,  and  beheld  the  wanton 
carelessness  with  which  sacred  duties  were  discharged,  and  the 
fearful  condition  of  things  among  both  priests  and  people,  he 
threw  himself  to  the  ground  and  lay  prostrate  for  hours.  But 
a  keen  sense  of  the  sacredness  and  urgency  of  his  mission  roused 
him  to  action,  and  nobly  supported  by  some  good  people  who 
had  kept  themselves  free  from  the  general  degradation,  he 
carried  out  extensive  and  thorough  reforms.  He  recalled  the 
transgressions  of  the  people,  confessed  before  God  their  wicked- 
ness, and  sought  a  moral  and  spiritual  reformation.  '  He  made 
an  end  with  all  the  men  that  had  taken  strange  wives.' 

The  Book  closes  with  the  names  of  the  chief  transgressors, 
but  not  without  leaving  on  the  mind  of  the  reader  a  deep  sense 
of  the  sacredness  of  Ezra's  mission,  and  of  the  thorough  manner 
in  which  he  fulfilled  it.  The  Book  is  a  brief  historical  record 
of  events  charged  with  moral  truths  which  had  a  far-reaching 
influence  on  the  Tews,  and  on  the  world. 


THE  BOOK  OF  NEHEMIAH 

The  Contents  of  the  Book.  Nehemiah,  the  Son  of 
Hachaliah,  held  a  high  place  in  the  Persian  Court.  He  was 
cup-bearer  to  Artaxerxes  Longimanus.      The  office  which   he 
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occupied  was  generally  rilled  by  a  prince  ;  and  though  Nehe- 
miah's  descent  from  the  royal  house  of  David  is  not  given,  it  is 
reasonable  to  assume  from  the  references  which  are  made  to  his 
kinsman,  Hanani,  who  was  of  David's  line,  that  he  was  of  the 
same  lineage.  He  enjoyed  in  a  signal  manner  the  favour  of  the 
Persian  king.  The  Book  gives  an  account  of  the  way  in  which 
he  was  able  to  turn  the  privileges  that  he  enjoyed  to  the  benefit 
of  his  people. 

In  the  month  of  December  445  B.C.  he  resided  at  the  royal 
palace  of  Susa  or  Shushan.  This  palace,  built  by  Darius 
Hystaspis,  was  the  winter  residence  of  the  kings  of  Persia, 
just  as  Ecbatana  was  their  summer,  Babylon  their  spring,  and 
Persepolis  their  autumn  home.  It  was  delightfully  situated, 
and  everything  that  ministers  to  one's  comfort  was  to  be  found 
in  the  palace  and  its  environs.  But  though  Nehemiah  had 
many  privileges,  his  thoughts  often  travelled  to  the  royal  city  of 
David,  and  to  the  conditions  under  which  his  people  lived  in 
Jerusalem.  The  arrival  at  the  palace  of  his  kinsman,  Hanani, 
and  of  certain  men  of  Judah,  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  ascer- 
taining the  state  of  affairs  in  David's  city.  The  story  to  which 
he  was  obliged  to  listen  was  heartrending.  The  people  were  in 
great  affliction  ;  they  were  daily  suffering  reproach  ;  the  wall  of 
Jerusalem  was  demolished,  and  the  gates  were  burned. 

When  Nehemiah  heard  the  evil  tidings  he  was  filled  with 
anguish.  Accordingly,  it  is  related  of  him  that  he  fasted  and 
prayed  to  God  during  several  days.  The  words  of  the  prayer 
given  in  the  opening  part  of  the  Book  are  pathetic,  and  come 
from  a  heart  inspired  by  penitence  and  sorrow.  How  to  be  of 
any  service  to  his  poor  brethren,  was  the  question  that  troubled 
him.     He  was  far  away  from  them  ;  and  though  he  stood  high 
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in  the  king's  favour,  he  could  not  even  guess  how  he  was  to  be 
of  any  use  to  them.  Four  months  of  bitter  grief  having  elapsed, 
he  stood  one  day  before  the  king,  who  observed  that  his  servant 
was  downcast  and  sorrowful.  On  asking  for  an  explanation  of 
his  troubled  countenance,  Nehemiah  informed  his  royal  master 
that  his  grief  was  due  to  the  sad  condition  in  which  his  country- 
men were  placed  in  Jerusalem.  The  king,  beside  whom  sat  the 
queen,  took  a  kindly  interest  in  the  story  to  which  he  listened ; 
and  when  Nehemiah  was  asked  what  he,  the  king  of  the  whole 
realm,  could  do  for  him,  he,  after  a  secret  prayer  to  God  for 
guidance,  petitioned  for  leave  to  go  to  Jerusalem.  The  monarch 
consented  to  a  long  leave  of  absence  ;  and  further,  at  Nehemiah's 
request,  gave  him  letters  to  the  Syrian  governors,  and  especially 
one  to  Asaph,  the  keeper  of  the  king's  forest,  who  was  instructed 
to  supply  him  with  what  timber  he  might  require  in  building  the 
palace  and  wall  of  the  city  of  Jerusalem.  Captains  and  horse- 
men were  also  sent  with  Nehemiah  as  guards. 

Three  men — Sanballat,  a  Moabite,  Tobiah,  a  freed  slave  and 
an  Amorite,  Geshem,  an  Arabian — who  evidently  held  subordi- 
nate official  positions  under  the  Syrian  Satrap,  and  were  leaders 
of  the  Samaritan  party  that  opposed  the  Jews,  when  they  heard 
that  '  a  man  was  come  to  seek  the  welfare  of  the  children  of 
Israel '  were  greatly  enraged  and  annoyed.  Nehemiah,  how- 
ever, kept  his  intentions  to  himself.  He  knew  something  of  the 
opposition  which  he  was  likely  to  encounter.  Arrived  at  Jeru- 
salem he  made  a  survey  of  the  city  at  night ;  and  when  he  had 
satisfied  himself  regarding  its  defenceless  state,  he  summoned  the 
Jewish  rulers,  informed  them  of  God's  goodness  to  him  and  of  the 
Persian  king's  instructions  to  all  his  governors.  The  rulers 
recognised   their   opportunity,    and    heartily   entered    into    all 
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Nehemiah's  plans.  The  scoffs  and  taunts  of  their  enemies 
could  not  now  deter  them  ;  for,  when  Sanballat,  Tobiah  and 
Geshem  scornfully  asked,  '  What  is  the  thing  that  ye  do  ?  Will 
ye  rebel  against  the  king?'  Nehemiah,  knowing  the  king's 
royal  decrees,  and  assured  that  God  would  still  prosper  him, 
answered  the  enemies  boldly,  and  bade  them  away  as  men  who 
had  'no  portion,  nor  right,  nor  memorial  in  Jerusalem.' 

The  Rebuilding  of  the  City  Wall.  The  story  of  the  re- 
building of  the  wall  of  the  city,  a  necessary  means  of  defence, 
is  related  with  considerable  fulness.  Read  even  at  this  distant 
time  it  is  a  thrilling  story,  and  has  often  been  used  to  inspire 
men  engaged  in  good  and  noble  deeds  with  courage,  and  trust  in 
God.  Eliashib,  the  high  priest,  and  other  members  of  the 
priestly  order,  set  a  fine  example  of  devotion  to  duty  by  taking  a 
part  in  the  rebuilding.  The  heads  of  the  chief  families  were 
assigned  fixed  portions  of  the  wall,  for  the  building  of  which 
they  were  responsible.  Some  of  the  richer  citizens  contributed 
largely  for  the  work  ;  and  the  men  wrought  assiduously,  sword 
in  one  hand  and  trowel  in  the  other. 

But,  besides  the  Samaritan  enemy,  who  seized  every  oppor- 
tunity to  harass  the  workmen,  Nehemiah  had  to  contend  with 
some  of  his  own  people,  who  took  advantage  of  the  poverty  of 
their  brethren  and  exacted  exorbitant  interest  for  loans  of  money, 
and  even  went  so  far  as  to  bind  their  debtors  as  slaves.  Bread 
was  scarce,  and  the  cry  of  the  poor  was  loud  for  redress.  When 
Nehemiah  heard  their  sorrowful  tale  he  sternly  rebuked  the 
nobles  and  rulers  for  their  exactions,  and,  in  presence  of  a  great 
assembly,  recounted  what  he  and  others  had  done  for  the  libera- 
tion of  their  brethren.     He,  therefore,  called  upon  them  publicly 
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to  forego  their  unjust  gains.  The  strong  personality  of  Nehe- 
miah,  his  unselfish  conduct,  and  his  earnest  appeal  prevailed. 
Lands  and  houses  and  part  of  the  money  were  restored.  The 
trouble  within  the  city,  more  dangerous  than  the  hostility  of  the 
enemies  without,  was  thus  averted  ;  and  the  people  again  united 
in  the  prosecution  of  a  common  cause. 

The  building  of  the  wall  was  now  carried  on  with  fresh 
energy ;  but  a  new  danger  threatened  Nehemiah  and  the  work. 
The  Samaritan  leaders  were  unable  successfully  to  assail  the 
warrior  builders.  They  therefore  had  recourse  to  a  series  of  strata- 
gems. First,  they  tried  to  induce  Nehemiah  to  attend  a  council ; 
but,  with  a  touch  of  gentle  irony,  he  declined  their  invitation, 
which  covered  a  purpose  of  mischief,  replying,  ■  I  am  doing  a 
great  work,  so  that  I  cannot  come  down  :  why  should  the  work 
cease,  whilst  I  leave  it,  and  come  down  to  you?'  Next,  they 
charged  him  with  treasonable  designs  in  the  building  of  the  wall ; 
but  he  scornfully  repelled  their  accusation,  and  again  declined  to 
take  counsel  with  them.  Finally,  Sanballat,  having  bribed  a 
Jewish  prophet,  tried  through  his  agency  to  induce  Nehemiah 
to  seek  shelter  in  the  Temple  under  the  influence  of  a  fear  that 
his  enemies  would  make  a  successful  midnight  attack ;  but 
Nehemiah  refused  to  be  guilty  of  an  act  of  cowardice,  and,  still 
more,  of  an  act  of  distrust  in  God,  which  would  have  enabled  his 
enemies  to  point  the  finger  of  reproach  at  him. 

Thus  the  enemies  of  the  Jews  were  baffled  both  in  their 
attempt  to  storm  the  walls  and  in  their  endeavour  to  entrap 
Nehemiah.  The  wall  was  completed  in  the  remarkably  short 
period  of  fifty-two  days.  The  enemies  were  greatly  discomfited, 
and  not  even  the  Jewish  emissaries  of  Tobiah,  and  the  crafty 
means  which  they  adopted  to  throw  Nehemiah  oft  his  guard, 
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could  retard  the  progress  of  the  work  to  which  he  had  devoted 
himself. 

The  wall  completed,  Nehemiah  entrusted  the  guard  of  the 
city  to  tried  and  reliable  men.  He  may  at  this  period  have  con- 
templated an  early  return  to  Susa  ;  but  certain  things  in  Jeru- 
salem demanded  his  attention.  The  right  observance  of  the 
Jewish  laws  and  ceremonies  required  that  an  accurate  genealogi- 
cal table  should  be  kept.  It  was  also  necessary  to  preserve  a 
list  of  tribes,  families,  and  localities.  The  proper  parties,  like- 
wise, must  serve  at  the  altar.  These  and  other  reasons  necessi- 
tated the  keeping  of  a  register  of  the  names  of  the  families. 
Accordingly,  Nehemiah  took  the  register,  which,  he  says,  he 
found,  and  proceeded  to  have  it  corrected  to  date. 

The  Priestly  and  Levitical  Duties  reorganised.  When 
the  wall  was  finished,  and  the  city  in  a  state  of  defence,  atten- 
tion was  next  directed  to  the  priestly  and  Levitical  duties. 
Handsome  gifts  were  given  by  Nehemiah,  the  chiefs,  and 
people  for  the  Temple  services.  The  Feast  of  Trumpets  was 
then  observed  on  the  seventh  month  of  the  ecclesiastical  year, 
which  was  also  the  first  month  of  the  civil  year.  Ezra,  who 
was  now  in  Jerusalem  and  supporting  Nehemiah  in  his  reforma- 
tion work,  assumed  his  functions  as  scribe  or  teacher.  The 
people  assembled  in  great  crowds  while  Ezra  and  his  assistants 
read  the  Law  distinctly,  and  gave  the  sense  of  the  words  recited. 
In  the  same  month,  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles  was  observed  from 
the  fourteenth  till  the  twenty-second  in  a  manner  such  as  had 
not  been  observed  from  the  time  of  Joshua,  the  son  of  Nun. 

Two  days  after  this  Feast,  the  people  again  assembled  in  great 
numbers ;  the  Law  was  read  in  their  hearing,  and  the  wonderful 


introduction.  «•$  The  Books  of  Ezra, 


to  forego  their  unjust  gains.  The  strong  personality  of  Nehe- 
miah,  his  unselfish  conduct,  and  his  earnest  appeal  prevailed. 
Lands  and  houses  and  part  of  the  money  were  restored.  The 
trouble  within  the  city,  more  dangerous  than  the  hostility  of  the 
enemies  without,  was  thus  averted  ;  and  the  people  again  united 
in  the  prosecution  of  a  common  cause. 

The  building  of  the  wall  was  now  carried  on  with  fresh 
energy ;  but  a  new  danger  threatened  Nehemiah  and  the  work. 
The  Samaritan  leaders  were  unable  successfully  to  assail  the 
warrior  builders.  They  therefore  had  recourse  to  a  series  of  strata- 
gems. First,  they  tried  to  induce  Nehemiah  to  attend  a  council ; 
but,  with  a  touch  of  gentle  irony,  he  declined  their  invitation, 
which  covered  a  purpose  of  mischief,  replying,  '  I  am  doing  a 
great  work,  so  that  I  cannot  come  down  :  why  should  the  work 
cease,  whilst  I  leave  it,  and  come  down  to  you  ? '  Next,  they 
charged  him  with  treasonable  designs  in  the  building  of  the  wall ; 
but  he  scornfully  repelled  their  accusation,  and  again  declined  to 
take  counsel  with  them.  Finally,  Sanballat,  having  bribed  a 
Jewish  prophet,  tried  through  his  agency  to  induce  Nehemiah 
to  seek  shelter  in  the  Temple  under  the  influence  of  a  fear  that 
his  enemies  would  make  a  successful  midnight  attack ;  but 
Nehemiah  refused  to  be  guilty  of  an  act  of  cowardice,  and,  still 
more,  of  an  act  of  distrust  in  God,  which  would  have  enabled  his 
enemies  to  point  the  finger  of  reproach  at  him. 

Thus  the  enemies  of  the  Jews  were  baffled  both  in  their 
attempt  to  storm  the  walls  and  in  their  endeavour  to  entrap 
Nehemiah.  The  wall  was  completed  in  the  remarkably  short 
period  of  fifty-two  days.  The  enemies  were  greatly  discomfited, 
and  not  even  the  Jewish  emissaries  of  Tobiah,  and  the  crafty 
means  which  they  adopted  to  throw  Nehemiah  off  his  guard, 
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could  retard  the  progress  of  the  work  to  which  he  had  devoted 
himself. 

The  wall  completed,  Nehemiah  entrusted  the  guard  of  the 
city  to  tried  and  reliable  men.  He  may  at  this  period  have  con- 
templated an  early  return  to  Susa  ;  but  certain  things  in  Jeru- 
salem demanded  his  attention.  The  right  observance  of  the 
Jewish  laws  and  ceremonies  required  that  an  accurate  genealogi- 
cal table  should  be  kept.  It  was  also  necessary  to  preserve  a 
list  of  tribes,  families,  and  localities.  The  proper  parties,  like- 
wise, must  serve  at  the  altar.  These  and  other  reasons  necessi- 
tated the  keeping  of  a  register  of  the  names  of  the  families. 
Accordingly,  Nehemiah  took  the  register,  which,  he  says,  he 
found,  and  proceeded  to  have  it  corrected  to  date. 

The  Priestly  and  Levitical  Duties  reorganised.  When 
the  wall  was  finished,  and  the  city  in  a  state  of  defence,  atten- 
tion was  next  directed  to  the  priestly  and  Levitical  duties. 
Handsome  gifts  were  given  by  Nehemiah,  the  chiefs,  and 
people  for  the  Temple  services.  The  Feast  of  Trumpets  was 
then  observed  on  the  seventh  month  of  the  ecclesiastical  year, 
which  was  also  the  first  month  of  the  civil  year.  Ezra,  who 
was  now  in  Jerusalem  and  supporting  Nehemiah  in  his  reforma- 
tion work,  assumed  his  functions  as  scribe  or  teacher.  The 
people  assembled  in  great  crowds  while  Ezra  and  his  assistants 
read  the  Law  distinctly,  and  gave  the  sense  of  the  words  recited. 
In  the  same  month,  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles  was  observed  from 
the  fourteenth  till  the  twenty-second  in  a  manner  such  as  had 
not  been  observed  from  the  time  of  Joshua,  the  son  of  Nun. 

Two  days  after  this  Feast,  the  people  again  assembled  in  great 
numbers ;  the  Law  was  read  in  their  hearing,  and  the  wonderful 
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story  of  God's  dealings  with  His  chosen  people  was  recounted 
from  the  days  of  Abraham  and  onwards.  The  time  was  one 
when  the  religious  susceptibilities  of  the  people  were  deeply 
touched.  The  religious  awakening  was  widespread,  and  then, 
as  ever  since,  whenever  a  religious  revival  has  taken  place,  a 
return  was  made  to  the  Scriptures  with  a  desire  to  ascertain  the 
Divine  will.  Leaders  and  people  dedicated  themselves  to  God 
and  His  service  in  a  covenant.  This  was  sealed  by  Nehemiah 
and  the  chiefs,  while  the  people  also  bound  themselves  to 
observe  the   covenant. 

A  number  of  interesting  events  immediately  followed.  First, 
the  rulers  and  even*  tenth  man  of  the  tribes  of  Judah  and  Benja- 
min were  selected  to  reside  within  the  city,  a  position  of  danger, 
and  therefore  of  honour  ;  for  the  enemy  was  restless  in  his  efforts 
to  destroy  the  city.  Next,  a  great  religious  ceremony  was  held 
at  the  dedication  of  the  wall  of  the  city.  Vast  crowds  marched 
round  about  it  :  at  intervals  they  paused,  and  sacrifices  were 
offered,  supplications  were  made,  and  thanks  were  given  to  God. 
On  this  occasion  the  demonstrations  of  gladness  were  so  great 
that  '  the  joy  of  Jerusalem  was  heard  even  afar  off.'  Thirdly,  in 
addition  to  giving  a  list  of  the  priests  and  Levites  who  had  re- 
turned from  captivity,  'at  that  time,'  when  order  had  been 
restored  and  the  people  were  in  a  religious  frame  of  mind,  ample 
provision  was  made  for  the  support  of  the  priesthood  and  the 
whole  Levitical  order.  Tithes,  offerings  and  first  fruits  were 
willingly  given  ;  officials  were  appointed  to  receive  these  con- 
tributions, and  all  gifts  and  offerings  were  set  apart  for  religious 
uses. 

Completion    ot    Nchemiah's   Work.       Nehemiah's    work 

x.\  vi 
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seemed  to  be  completed.  The  people  were  organised  and 
protected.  Religious  services  were  resumed,  and  all  things 
promised  well  for  the  future.  The  governor,  therefore,  re- 
turned to  Susa.  He  had  been  twelve  years  in  Jerusalem,  and 
had  accomplished  a  great  reformation  work.  How  long  he 
remained  at  the  Persian  court  is  not  stated.  All  that  is  said  is 
that c  at  the  end  of  days '  he  obtained  leave  to  return  to  Jerusalem. 
He  could  only  have  been  absent  a  few  years,  but  during  the  brief 
period  of  his  absence  gross  abuses  of  position  and  power  had 
taken  place.  The  high  priest,  Eliashib,  was  a  chief  offender. 
He  had  permitted  Tobiah,  the  old  and  restless  enemy  of  the 
Jews,  to  settle  in  the  city,  and  had  even  provided  him  with  a 
residence  in  the  Temple.  In  addition,  the  house  of  God  was 
forsaken,  tithes  were  not  paid,  the  Sabbath  was  given  over  to 
buying  and  selling,  and  the  people  were  again  forming  alliances 
with  the  families  of  Ashdod,  Ammon,  and  Moab.  The  Book  of 
Nehemiah  comes  somewhat  suddenly  to  a  close  by  relating  the 
steps  which  Nehemiah  took  to  remedy  the  abuses  which  had  so 
soon  appeared  and  threatened  to  destroy  all  that  he,  and  other 
reformers,  had  accomplished. 


THE  BOOK  OF  ESTHER 

The  Contents  of  the  Book.  The  Book  opens  with  an  ac- 
count of  several  feasts  which  were  given  by  the  Persian  king, 
Ahasuerus,  better  known  as  Xerxes,  and  by  his  consort,  Queen 
Vashti.  In  the  third  year  of  his  reign  the  monarch  entertained 
his  princes  and  nobles  at  the  royal  palace  in  Susa.     The  feast 
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lasted  for  the  long  period  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  days,  and 
during  all  this  time  the  king  not  only  feasted  his  guests  in  royal 
fashion,  but  he  seems  also  to  have  taken  a  special  pleasure  in 
showing  '  the  riches  of  his  glorious  kingdom,  and  the  honour  of 
his  excellent  majesty.' 

At  the  close  of  this  feast  another  was  given  to  all  the  people 
in  Susa ;  and  at  the  same  time  Vashti,  the  queen,  entertained 
women  in  the  royal  house.  '  On  the  seventh  day,  when  the 
heart  of  the  king  was  merry  with  wine,'  he  ordered  Vashti  to 
appear  before  him  with  the  crown  royal  and  display  to  the 
assembled  princes  and  people  her  beauty.  The  queen,  however, 
declined  to  obey  the  king's  command.  Greatly  incensed  at  such 
an  unexpected  refusal,  Xerxes  at  once  appealed  to  his  wise  men 
for  counsel.  They  in  turn  instantly  advised  the  offended  monarch 
to  degrade  Vashti ;  for,  they  alleged,  if  this  act  of  disobedience 
were  condoned,  all  ihe  women  of  Persia  would  forthwith  despise 
their  husbands.  The  king  acted  upon  their  counsel ;  and  again 
following  their  advice  ordered  the  fair  maidens  of  the  Empire  to 
be  brought  to  the  palace  in  order  that  he  might  select  one  of  them 
to  fill  Vashti's  place.  This  brief  account  of  Xerxes's  self-will  and 
impetuous  actions  entirely  agrees  with  the  description  which 
Herodotus  has  given  of  the  king's  character  ;  and  one  may  here 
remark  that  were  the  Book  of  Esther  only  a  brilliant  romance, 
and  not  an  historical  narrative,  such  fidelity  to  history  as  is  shown 
by  the  account  given  of  the  king's  actions  and  temper  could 
scarcely  be  looked  for  at  the  hands  of  an  Eastern  writer. 

Why  Esther  was  chosen  Queen.  The  incidents  which  led 
up  to  the  choice  of  Esther  as  queen  are  narrated  with  great 
minuteness.     She  had  been  the  king's  consort  only  for  a  brief 
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period  when  the  dramatic  events  which  give  colour  to  this  narrative 
took  place  ;  for  very  soon  Mordecai  and  Haman  came  upon  the 
scene.  The  former  was  Esther's  uncle  and  guardian.  He  had 
watched  with  intense  solicitude  his  ward's  promotion  to  a  posi- 
tion of  regal  dignity  ;  and  when  a  feast  in  honour  of  Esther  was 
given  by  the  king  to  his  princes  and  servants,  Mordecai  still  sat 
in  the  king's  gate,  watchful  of  her  interests.  There  he  learned  a 
secret  which  afterwards  was  used  to  his  own  advantage.  Two 
conspirators  resolved  to  kill  the  king.  Mordecai  became  aware 
of  this  evil  design,  and  at  once  informed  Esther,  who  in  turn  told 
the  king  of  the  danger  which  threatened  him.  Swift  punishment 
overtook  the  conspirators  ;  they  were  hanged  :  and  the  incident 
was  recorded  in  the  Persian  chronicles. 

Haman  the  Agagite  v.  Mordecai  the  Jew.  Immediately 
after  these  events  the  king  appointed  Haman,  the  Agagite,  to 
the  chief  place  in  the  Empire,  and  commanded  all  the  people  to 
do  him  honour.  Mordecai,  however,  refused  to  recognise 
Haman,  who,  greatly  enraged  at  the  slight  cast  upon  his  dignity, 
conceived  a  bitter  hatred  towards  Mordecai  and  all  his  kinsmen. 
Nothing  short  of  their  death  could  satisfy  his  vanity  and  cruelty. 
Accordingly  he  sought  the  king's  consent  to  a  wholesale 
slaughter  of  the  Jews.  This  he  secured  by  representing  to  the 
king  that  the  Jews  were  disloyal,  and  a  danger  to  the  Empire ; 
and  by  promising  to  pay  into  the  king's  treasury  a  sum  of  money 
amounting  to  at  least  ^"4,000,000,  which  may  be  regarded  as 
Haman's  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  property  of  the  Jews.  A 
royal  decree  was  issued  in  terms  of  Haman's  wishes,  and  guided 
by  the  casting  of  the  lot  the  month  Adar  was  selected  by  Haman 
as  that  in  which  the  Jews  should  be  put  to  death.     The  evil 
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tidings  overwhelmed  the  Jews.  Despair  seized  them  and  they 
gave  themselves  to  fasting,  weeping,  and  wailing.  Mordecai, 
though  as  deeply  affected  as  any  of  the  Jews,  took,  however, 
effective  means  to  avert  the  threatening  disaster.  He  appeared 
before  the  king's  gate  clothed  in  sackcloth.  The  queen  had 
already  heard  from  her  maids  of  the  wicked  decree  ;  but  Mordecai 
gave  her  details  respecting  Hainan's  evil  design  and  urged  her  to 
use  whatever  influence  she  had  with  the  king  for  the  safety  of 
the  Jews.  Esther  at  first  hesitated,  but  when  reminded  that  she 
and  her  house  might  not  escape  the  impending  doom ;  that  if 
she  refused  to  help  deliverance  might  arise  from  another  place  ; 
and  that  who  knew  whether  she  were  not '  come  to  the  kingdom 
for  such  a  time  as  this,'  she  resolved  to  dare  everything  for  her 
kinsmen's  relief.  She,  therefore,  urged  a  general  fasting  for  three 
days  on  the  part  of  the  Jews  in  Susa.  At  the  close  of  the  days 
of  fasting  she  dressed  herself  in  royal  apparel  and  appeared  in 
the  inner  court  of  the  king's  house.  The  king  saw  Esther  and 
extended  to  her  the  golden  sceptre,  a  sign  that  she  was  welcome. 
With  great  daring  and  ingenuity  the  queen  seized  the  oppor- 
tunity presented  to  her,  for  when  the  king  asked  what  he  might 
grant  her,  she  did  not  at  once  divulge  her  purpose,  but  only 
requested  that  the  king  and  Haman  should  attend  a  feast  which 
she  had  prepared.  The  king  readily  consented  to  such  a 
modest  request,  and  ordered  Haman  to  attend  the  feast.  The 
latter  was  greatly  elated,  and  after  the  banquet  related  to  his 
wife  and  friends  all  the  distinctions  which  he  had  received,  and 
how  he  had  been  invited  to  a  second  feast.  One  thing  alone 
annoyed  him.  That  offensive  man,  Mordecai,  still  refused  to 
acknowledge  his  authority  and  pay  respect  to  his  dignity.  A 
speedy  remedy  was  suggested  by  his  wife  and  friends.     '  Let  a 
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gallows  be  made  of  fifty  cubits  high,'  they  said,  'and  in  the 
morning  speak  thou  unto  the  king  that  Mordecai  be  hanged 
thereon.'  This  counsel  corresponded  with  Haman's  mood,  and 
he  at  once  proceeded  to  act  upon  it ;  but  during  that  night  the 
king  was  troubled  and  could  not  rest.  He  therefore  called  for 
the  court  records  to  be  read  to  him.  From  these  he  learned 
that  Mordecai  had  saved  his  life,  and  when  he  ascertained  that 
no  reward  had  been  given  to  Mordecai,  he  resolved  that  with  the 
coming  of  the  morning  a  great  distinction  should  be  conferred 
upon  him. 

Haman's    Humiliation  and  Mordecai's  Exaltation.   In 

the  morning  Haman  appeared  in  the  court  of  the  king,  and 
prepared  to  enjoy  the  second  banquet  to  which  Esther  had 
invited  him.  The  king,  however,  seems  to  have  met  him  first, 
and  abruptly  asking  what  the  king  should  do  to  the  man  whom 
he  delights  to  honour,  Haman,  at  once  perceiving  further 
distinctions  for  himself,  named  a  number  of  honours.  His 
mortification  can  be  only  imperfectly  pictured  when  the  king 
commanded  him  to  clothe  Mordecai  in  royal  apparel,  seat  him 
on  the  king's  own  horse,  and  lead  him  through  the  streets  of  the 
city  in  token  of  the  honour  conferred  upon  him. 

The  Fate  of  Haman.  HI  at  ease,  Haman  sat  at  the  queen's 
second  banquet.  When  the  king  asked  his  consort  what 
request  she  desired  to  make,  Esther,  seizing  the  right  '  psycho- 
logical moment,'  poured  out  her  pathetic  appeal  that  the  king 
would  spare  her  and  her  people  who  had  been  sold  '  to  be 
destroyed,  to  be  slain,  and  to  perish.'  Who,  asked  the  astonished 
and  enraged  monarch,  designed  such  an  atrocity  ?     *  Who  is  he, 
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and  where  is  he,  that  durst  presume  in  his  heart  to  do  so?' 
Esther  replied  that  the  wicked  Haman  was  the  relentless 
enemy.  The  king  in  indignation  rose  from  the  table.  Haman 
saw  his  fate  sealed  in  this  act,  but,  desperate,  he  threw  him- 
self at  the  feet  of  Esther,  and  pled  for  mercy.  The  king 
at  that  moment  returning  saw  the  craven-hearted  man  on  the 
queen's  couch,  was  still  more  enraged,  and  gave  peremptory 
orders  to  have  him  away  and  hanged  on  the  gallows  prepared 
for  Mordecai.      '  Then  was  the  king's  wrath  pacified.' 

The  highest  honours  were  conferred  upon  Mordecai ;  and  at 
Esther's  report  Xerxes  issued  a  decree  which  gave  the 
Jews  leave  to  defend  themselves.  This  was  accordingly  done 
through  the  hands  of  Mordecai ;  and  when  the  13th  day  of 
the  month  Adar  came  the  Jews,  aided  by  the  governors  and 
officers  who  wished  to  stand  well  with  Mordecai,  not  only 
defended  themselves,  but  slew  five  hundred  men  in  one  day  in 
the  city  of  Susa.  Esther  was  not  yet  satisfied,  and  on  her 
further  appeal,  the  king  granted  the  Jews  authority  to  oppose 
their  enemies  on  the  14th  day  as  they  had  done  on  the  13th 
day  of  the  month.  Three  hundred  men  were  slain,  the  ten  sons 
of  Haman  were  hanged  on  a  tree  ;  and  throughout  the  king's 
wide  provinces  as  many  as  seventy-five  thousand  men  were 
reported  to  have  been  slain.  In  their  acts  of  self-defence  and 
revenge  the  Jews  took  nothing  of  the  spoil  of  their  enemies. 

The  Book  of  Esther  closes  with  a  brief  account  of  the 
institution  of  the  Feast  of  Purim,  which  has  ever  since  been 
observed  by  the  Jews  as  a  time  of  feasting  and  joy  ;  and  with  a 
brief  reference  to  the  might  of  Xerxes,  the  authority  of  Mordecai, 
and  to  the  efforts  which  he  made  to  increase  the  wealth  of  the 
Jews,  and  to  establish  peace  among  them. 


The  Book  of 

Ezra 

NOW  in  the  first  year  of  Cyrus  king  of  Persia,  Decree  of 
that  the  word  of  the  Lord  by  the  mouth  of  Cyrus  of 
Jeremiah  might  be  fulfilled,  the  Lord  stirred  up  the  Persia 
spirit  of  Cyrus  king  of  Persia,  that  he  made  a  pro- 
clamation throughout  all  his  kingdom,  and  put  it  also  5 
in  writing,  saying, 

Thus  saith  Cyrus  king  of  Persia,  the  Lord 
God  of  heaven  hath  given  me  all  the  kingdoms 
of  the  earth  ;  and  he  hath  charged  me  to  build 
him  an  house  at  Jerusalem,  which  is  in  Judah.  10 
Who  is  there  among  you  of  all  his  people  ?  his 
God  be  with  him,  and  let  him  go  up  to 
Jerusalem,  which  is  in  Judah,  and  build  the 
house  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  (he  is  the 
God,)  which  is  in  Jerusalem.  And  whosoever  15 
remaineth  in  any  place  where  he  sojourneth,  let 
the  men  of  his  place  help  him  with  silver,  and 
with  gold,  and  with  goods,  and  with  beasts, 
beside  the  freewill  offering  for  the  house  of  God 
that  is  in  Jerusalem.  20 

Then   rose  up  the  chief  of  the  fathers  of  Judah 
and  Benjamin,  and  the  priests,  and  the  Levites,  with 

*  The  beginning  of  each  Chapter  of  the  Authorised  Version 
is  indicated  by  an  asterisk. 
C  1 
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The  all  them  whose  spirit   God  had  raised,  to  go  up  to 

Temple  build  the  house  of  the  Lord  which  is  in  Jerusalem. 

Vessels  And  all  they  that  were  about  them  strengthened  their 

restored  hands  with  vessels  of  silver,  with  gold,  with  goods, 

5  and  with  beasts,  and  with  precious  things,  beside  all 

that  was  willingly  offered. 

Also  Cyrus  the  king  brought  forth  the  vessels  of 

the  house  of  the  Lord,  which  Nebuchadnezzar  had 

brought  forth  out  of  Jerusalem,  and  had  put  them  in 

10  the  house  of  his  gods ;  even  those  did  Cyrus  king  of 

Persia   bring  forth   by  the  hand  of  Mithredath  the 

treasurer,  and  numbered  them  unto  Sheshbazzar,  the 

prince  of  Judah.     And  this  is  the  number  of  them : 

thirty  chargers  of  gold,  a  thousand  chargers  of  silver, 

15  nine  and  twenty  knives,  thirty  basons  of  gold,  silver 

basons  of  a  second  sort  four  hundred  and  ten,  and 

other  vessels  a  thousand.     All  the  vessels  of  gold  and 

of  silver  were  five  thousand  and  four  hundred.    All  these 

did  Sheshbazzar  bring  up  with  them  of  the  captivity 

20  that  were  brought  up  from  Babylon  unto  Jerusalem. 

— © — 

*  Now  these  are  the  children  of  the  province  that 

went  up   out  of  the   captivity,  of  those  which   had 

been  carried  away,  whom  Nebuchadnezzar  the  king 

of   Babylon  had    carried  away   unto    Babylon,    and 

25  came   again   unto    Jerusalem    and  Judah,   every  one 

unto  his  city  ;   which  came  with  Zerubbabel :   Jeshua, 

Nehemiah,    Seraiah,    Reelaiah,    Mordecai,    Bilshan, 

Mizpar,  Bigvai,  Rehum,  Baanah. 
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The  number  of  the  men  of  the  people  of  Israel  :  Number 
the   children   of  Parosh,  two   thousand   an   hundred  of  the 
seventy    and    two.       The    children    of    Shephatiah,  Males  in 
three   hundred  seventy   and  two.     The   children  of  Israel 
Arah,  seven  hundred  seventy  and  five.      The  children  5 
of  Pahathmoab,  of  the  children  of  Jeshua  and  Joab, 
two     thousand    eight    hundred    and    twelve.       The 
children  of  Elam,  a  thousand  two  hundred  fifty  and 
four.      The  children   of  Zattu,   nine  hundred  forty 
and  five.      The  children   of  Zaccai,   seven   hundred  10 
and  threescore.     The  children  of  Bani,  six  hundred 
forty  and  two.     The  children  of  Bebai,  six  hundred 
twenty    and    three.       The    children    of    Azgad,    a 
thousand    two    hundred    twenty    and    two.        The 
children  of  Adonikam,  six   hundred  sixty  and  six.  15 
The  children  of  Bigvai,  two  thousand  fifty  and  six. 
The  children  of  Adin,  four  hundred  fifty  and  four. 
The  children  of  Ater  of  Hezekiah,  ninety  and  eight. 
The   children   of  Bezai,  three   hundred  twenty  and 
three.     The    children    of    Jorah,    an    hundred    and  20 
twelve.     The    children    of  Hashum,    two    hundred 
twenty  and  three.      The  children  of  Gibbar,  ninety 
and  five.      The  children  of  Beth-lehem,  an  hundred 
twenty  and  three.      The  men  of  Netophah,  fifty  and 
six.     The  men  of  Anathoth,  an  hundred  twenty  and  25 
eight.     The  children  of  Azmaveth,  forty  and  two. 
The     children     of     Kirjath-arim,     Chephirah,     and 
Beeroth,  seven  hundred  and  forty  and  three.      The 
children  of  Ramah  and  Gaba,  six  hundred  twenty  and 
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Number  one.     The  men  of  Michmas,  an  hundred  twenty  and 

of  the  two.      The  men  of  Beth-el   and  Ai,   two  hundred 

Males  in  twenty  and  three.      The  children  of  Nebo,  fifty  and 

Israel  two.     The    children  of   Magbish,    an  hundred  fifty 

5  and    six.     The    children    of    the    other     Elam,    a 

thousand  two  hundred  fifty  and  four.     The  children 

of  Harim,  three  hundred  and  twenty.     The  children 

of  Lod,  Hadid,  and  Ono,  seven  hundred  twenty  and 

five.      The  children  of  Jericho,  three  hundred  forty 

10  and  five.     The  children  of  Senaah,  three  thousand 

and  six  hundred  and  thirty. 

The  priests  :  the  children  of  Jedaiah,  of  the  house 
of  Jeshua,  nine  hundred  seventy  and  three.  The 
children  of  Immer,  a  thousand  fifty  and  two.  The 
15  children  of  Pashur,  a  thousand  two  hundred  forty 
and  seven.  The  children  of  Harim,  a  thousand  and 
seventeen. 

The  Levites  :  the  children  of  Jeshua  and  Kadmiel, 
of  the  children  of  Hodaviah,  seventy  and  four.  The 
20  singers  :  the  children  of  Asaph,  an  hundred  twenty 
and  eight.  The  children  of  the  porters :  the 
children  of  Shallum,  the  children  of  Ater,  the 
children  of  Talmon,  children  of  Akkub,  the  children 
of  Hatita,  the  children  of  Shobai,  in  all  an  hundred 
25  thirty  and  nine. 

The  Nethinims  :  the  children  of  Ziha,  the  children 
of  Hasupha,  the  children  of  Tabbaoth,  the  children 
of  Keros,  the  children  of  Siaha,  the  children  of  Padon, 
the  children  of  Lebanah,  the  children  of  Hagabah,  the 
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children  of  Akkub,  the  children  of  Hagab,  the  children  Number 
of  Shalmai,  the  children  of  Hanan,  the  children  of  of  the 
Giddel,    the    children    of    Gahar,    the    children    of  Males  in 
Reaiah,    the    children    of    Rezin,    the     children    of  Israel 
Nekoda,  the  children  of  Gazzam,  the   children  of  5 
Uzza,  the  children  of  Paseah,  the  children  of  Besai, 
the  children  of  Asnah,   the  children   of  Mehunim, 
the  children  of  Nephusim,  the  children  of  Bakbuk, 
the  children  of  Hakupha,  the  children  of  Harhur, 
the  children  of  Bazluth,  the  children  of  Mehida,  the  m 
children    of  Harsha,   the  children    of  Barkos,    the 
children   of  Sisera,  the    children    of  Thamah,    the 
children  of  Neziah,  the  children  of  Hatipha. 

The  children  of  Solomon's  servants  :  the  children 
of  Sotai,  the  children  of  Sophereth,  the  children  of  15 
Peruda,  the  children  of  Jaalah,  the  children  of 
Darkon,  the  children  of  Giddel,  the  children  of 
Shephatiah,  the  children  of  Hattil,  the  children  of 
Pochereth  of  Zebaim,  the  children  of  Ami.  All 
the  Nethinims,  and  the  children  of  Solomon's  servants,  20 
were  three  hundred  ninety  and  two. 

And  these  ivere  they  which  went  up  from  Tel- 
melah,  Tel-harsa,  Cherub,  Addan,  and  Immer  :  but 
they  could  not  shew  their  father's  house,  and  their 
seed,  whether  they  ivere  of  Israel :  the  children  of  25 
Delaiah,  the  children  of  Tobiah,  the  children  of 
Nekoda,  six  hundred  fifty  and  two. 

And  of  the  children  of  the  priests :  the  children 
of  Habaiah,  the  children   of  Koz,  the   children  of 
5 
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Number  Barzillai  ;    which  took  a  wife   of  the  daughters  of 
of  the  Barzillai   the   Gileadite,   and  was  called  after  their 
Con-  name  :   these  sought  their  register   among  those  that 
gregatlon  were  reckoned  by  genealogy,  but  they  were  not  found : 
5  therefore  were  they,  as  polluted,  put  from  the  priest- 
hood.    And  the  Tirshatha  said  unto  them,  that  they 
should  not  eat  of  the  most  holy  things,  till  there  stood 
up  a  priest  with  Urim  and  with  Thummim. 

The  whole  congregation  together  tuas  forty  and 
10  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  threescore,  beside 
their  servants  and  their  maids,  of  whom  there  were 
seven  thousand  three  hundred  thirty  and  seven  :  and 
there  ivere  among  them  two  hundred  singing  men  and 
singing  women.  Their  horses  were  seven  hundred 
15  thirty  and  six  ;  their  mules,  two  hundred  forty  and 
five  ;  their  camels,  four  hundred  thirty  and  five;  their 
asses,  six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty. 

And  some  of  the  chief  of  the  fathers,  when  they 
came  to  the  house  of  the  Lord  which  is  at  Jerusalem, 
20  offered  freely  for  the  house  of  God  to  set  it  up  in  his 
place  :  they  gave  after  their  ability  unto  the  treasure 
of  the  work  threescore  and  one  thousand  drams  of 
gold,  and  five  thousand  pound  of  silver,  and  one 
hundred  priests'  garments.  So  the  priests,  and  the 
25  Levites,  and  some  of  the  people,  and  the  singers,  and 
the  porters,  and  the  Nethinims,  dwelt  in  their  cities., 
and  all  Israel  in  their  cities. 

■ — « — 

*  And  when  the  seventh  month  was  come,  and  the 

6 
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children    of  Israel   were   in    the    cities,   the    people  Res  tor a- 
gathered  themselves  together  as  one  man  to  Jerusalem,  tlon  of  the 
Then  stood  up  Jeshua  the  son  of  Jozadak,  and  his  Feasts 
brethren    the    priests,    and    Zerubbabel    the    son    of  and 
Shealtiel,  and  his  brethren,  and  builded  the  altar  of  Services 
the  God  of  Israel,  to  offer  burnt  offerings  thereon, 
as  it  is  written  in  the  law  of  Moses  the  man  of  God. 
And  they  set  the  altar  upon  his  bases  ;  for  fear  was 
upon  them  because  of  the  people  of  those  countries  : 
and   they   offered   burnt   offerings    thereon   unto   the  10 
Lord,   even   burnt   offerings    morning    and    evening. 
They    kept    also   the   feast   of  tabernacles,    as    it   is 
written,    and    offered   the    daily    burnt    offerings    by 
number,   according   to   the    custom,   as   the   duty  of 
every  day  required ;  and  afterward  offered  the  con-  15 
tinual  burnt  offering,  both   of  the  new  moons,  and 
of  all   the  set  feasts  of  the   Lord  that  were  conse- 
crated,  and   of  every   one    that   willingly   offered   a 
freewill  offering  unto  the  Lord.      From  the  first  day 
of  the    seventh   month   began    they  to    offer    burnt  20 
offerings  unto  the  Lord.      But  the  foundation  of  the 
temple  of  the  Lord  was  not  yet  laid.      They  gave 
money  also  unto  the  masons,  and  to  the  carpenters  ; 
and  meat,  and  drink,  and  oil,  unto  them  of  Zidon, 
and   to    them   of  Tyre,  to  bring   cedar  trees  from  25 
Lebanon  to  the  sea  of  Joppa,  according  to  the  grant 
that  they  had  of  Cyrus  king  of  Persia. 

Now  in  the  second  year  of  their  coming  unto  the 
house  of  God  at  Jerusalem,  in  the  second  month, 
7 
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Erection  began  Zerubbabel  the  son  of  Shealtiel,  and  Jeshua 

of  the  the  son  of  Jozadak,  and  the  remnant  of  their  brethren 

Second  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  and  all  they  that  were 

Temple  come  out  of  the  captivity  unto  Jerusalem  ;  and  ap- 

5  pointed    the    Levites,    from    twenty    years    old    and 

upward,  to  set  forward  the  work  of  the  house  of  the 

Lord.      Then   stood    Jeshua  with  his  sons  and   his 

brethren,  Kadmiel  and  his  sons,  the  sons  of  Judah, 

together,  to  set  forward  the  workmen  in  the  house 

10  of  God :  the  sons  of  Henadad,  with  their  sons 
and  their  brethren  the  Levites.  And  when  the 
builders  laid  the  foundation  of  the  temple  of  the 
Lord,  they  set  the  priests  in  their  apparel  with 
trumpets,  and  the   Levites  the   sons  of  Asaph  with 

15  cymbals,  to  praise  the  Lord,  after  the  ordinance  of 
David  king  of  Israel.  And  they  sang  together  by 
course  in  praising  and  giving  thanks  unto  the  Lord  ; 
because  he  is  good,  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever 
toward  Israel.     And  all  the  people  shouted  with  a 

20  great  shout,  when  they  praised  the  Lord,  because 
the  foundation  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  was  laid. 
But  many  of  the  priests  and  Levites  and  chief  of  the 
fathers,  <who  were  ancient  men,  that  had  seen  the  first 
house,  when  the  foundation  of  this  house  was  laid 

25  before  their  eyes,  wept,  with  a  loud  voice  ;  and  many 
shouted  aloud  for  joy  :  so  that  the  people  could  not 
discern  the  noise  of  the  shout  of  joy  from  the  noise 
of  the  weeping  of  the  people  :  for  the  people  shouted 
with  a  loud  shout,  and  the  noise  was  heard  afar  off. 
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*  Now  when  the  adversaries  of  Judah  and  Benjamin  Opposition 

heard  that  the  children  of  the  captivity  builded  the  to  the 

temple   unto  the    Lord   God   of  Israel ;    then  they  Work 

came  to  Zerubbabel,  and  to  the  chief  of  the  fathers, 

and  said  unto  them,  Let  us  build  with  you  :  for  we  s 

seek  your  God,  as  ye  do;  and  we  do  sacrifice  unto 

him   since   the  days   of  Esarhaddon  king  of  Assur, 

which  brought  us  up  hither.      But  Zerubbabel,  and 

Jeshua,   and   the   rest   of  the  chief  of  the  fathers  of 

Israel,  said  unto  them,  Ye  have  nothing  to  do  with  IO 

us  to  build  an  house  unto  our  God  ;   but  we  ourselves 

together  will  build  unto  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  as 

king  Cyrus  the  king  of  Persia  hath  commanded  us. 

Then  the  people  of  the  land  weakened  the  hands  of 

the  people  of  Judah,  and  troubled  them  in  building,  I5 

and  hired  counsellers  against  them,  to  frustrate  their 

purpose,  all  the  days  of  Cyrus  king  of  Persia,  even 

until  the  reign  of  Darius  king  of  Persia. 

And  in  the  reign  of  Ahasuerus,  in  the  beginning 
of  his  reign,  wrote  they  unto  him  an  accusation  against  20 
the  inhabitants  of  Judah  and  Jerusalem.  And  in 
the  days  of  Artaxerxes  wrote  Bishlam,  Mithredath, 
Tabeel,  and  the  rest  of  their  companions,  unto 
Artaxerxes  king  of  Persia  ;  and  the  writing  of  the 
letter  ivas  written  in  the  Syrian  tongue,  and  inter-  25 
preted  in  the  Syrian  tongue.  Rehum  the  chancellor 
and  Shimshai  the  scribe  wrote  a  letter  against  Jeru- 
salem to  Artaxerxes  the  king  in  this  sort :  Then 
wrote  Rehum  the  chancellor,  and  Shimshai  the  scribe, 
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Rehum  and  the  rest  of  their  companions ;  the  Dinaites,  the 

and  Apharsathchites,  the  Tarpelites,  the  Apharsites,  the 

Shimshai  Archevites,    the    Babylonians,   the    Susanchites,   the 

write  to  Dehavites,   and  the   Elamites,   and   the   rest  of  the 

Artax-  nations  whom  the  great  and  noble  Asnapper  brought 

erxes  over,  and  set  in  the  cities  of  Samaria,  and  the  rest 

that  are  on  this  side  the  river,  and  at  such  a  time. 

This  is  the  copy  of  the  letter  that  they  sent  unto 
him,  even  unto  Artaxerxes  the  king  : 
jo  Thy  servants  the  men  on  this  side  the  river, 

and  at  such  a  time. 

Be  it  known  unto  the  king,  that   the  Jews 
which  came  up  from  thee  to  us  are  come  unto 
Jerusalem,  building  the  rebellious  and  the  bad 
15  city,   and    have   set   up    the   walls    thereof,   and 

joined  the  foundations.  Be  it  known  now  unto 
the  king,  that,  if  this  city  be  builded,  and  the 
walls  set  up  again,  then  will  they  not  pay  toll, 
tribute,  and  custom,  and  so  thou  shalt  endamage 
20  the    revenue  of  the   kings.     Now  because  we 

have  maintenance  from  the  king's  palace,  and  it 
was  not  meet  for  us  to  see  the  king's  dishonour, 
therefore  have  we  sent  and  certified  the  king  ; 
that  search  may  be  made  in  the  book  of  the 
25  records  of  thy  fathers :   so  shalt  thou  find  in  the 

book  of  the  records,  and  know  that  this  city  is 
a  rebellious  city,  and  hurtful  unto  kings  and 
provinces,  and  that  they  have  moved  sedition 
within  the  same  of  old  time :  for  which  cause 
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was  this  city  destroyed.     We  certify  the  king  The 
that,  if  this  city  be  buiided  again,  and  the  walls  Letter 
thereof  set  up,  by  this  means  thou  shalt  have  no  from  Ar- 
portion  on  this  side  the  river.  taxerxes 

Then   sent   the   king   an   answer  unto    Rehum  the  5 
chancellor,  and  to  Shimshai  the  scribe,  and  to  the  rest 
of  their  companions  that  dwell  in  Samaria,  and  unto 
the  rest  beyond  the  river, 

Peace,  and  at  such  a  time. 

The  letter  which  ye  sent  unto  us  hath  been  10 
plainly  read   before   me.     And   I  commanded, 
and  search  hath  been  made,  and  it  is  found  that 
this   city   of  old    time   hath    made  insurrection 
against   kings,   and  that  rebellion  and  sedition 
have    been    made    therein.     There    have    been  15 
mighty  kings  also  over  Jerusalem,  which  have 
ruled  over  all  countries  beyond  the  river  ;  and 
toll,  tribute,  and  custom,  was  paid  unto  them. 
Give  ye  now  commandment  to  cause  these  men 
to  cease,  and  that  this  city  be  not  buiided,  until  20 
another  commandment  shall  be  given  from  me. 
Take  heed  now  that  ye  fail  not  to  do  this : 
why   should  damage  grow  to  the  hurt  of  the 
kings  ? 
Now  when  the   copy  of  king  Artaxerxes'   letter  25 
ivas  read  before   Rehum,  and   Shimshai  the  scribe, 
and   their    companions,   they   went    up    in    haste    to 
Jerusalem  unto  the  Jews,  and  made  them  to  cease  by 
force   and  power.     Then   ceased  the   work   of  the 
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The  Work  house  of  God  which  is  at  Jerusalem.      So  it  ceased 
stopped  unto  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  Darius  king  of 

and  Persia. 
resumed 

*  Then    the    prophets,    Haggai   the    prophet,    and 

5  Zechariah  the  son  of  Iddo,  prophesied  unto  the  Jews 

that  were  in  Judah  and  Jerusalem  in  the  name  of  the 

God   of  Israel,    even   unto    them.     Then    rose   up 

Zerubbabel  the  son  of  Shealtiel,  and  Jeshua  the  son 

of  Jozadak,  and  began  to  build  the  house  of  God 

10  which  is  at   Jerusalem :    and  with    them   were  the 

prophets  of  God  helping  them.     At  the  same  time 

came    to  them    Tatnai,   governor    on   this   side   the 

river,  and  Shethar-boznai,  and  their  companions,  and 

said  thus  unto  them,  Who  hath  commanded  you  to 

i5  build  this  house,  and  to  make  up  this  wall  ? 

Then  said  we  unto  them  after  this  manner,  What 
are  the  names  of  the  men  that  make  this  building  ? 
But  the  eye  of  their  God  was  upon  the  elders  of  the 
Jews,  that  they  could  not  cause  them  to  cease,  till 
20  the  matter  came  to  Darius :  and  then  they  returned 
answer  by  letter  concerning  this  matter. 

The  copy  of  the  letter  that  Tatnai,  governor  on 
this  side  the  river,  and  Shethar-boznai,  and  his  com- 
panions the  Apharsachites,  which  were  on  this  side 
25  the  river,   sent  unto  Darius  the  king  :  they  sent  a 
letter  unto  him,  wherein  was  written  thus : 
Unto  Darius  the  king,  all  peace. 
Be  it  known  unto  the  king,  that  we  went  into 
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the  province  of  Judea,  to  the  house  of  the  great  The 
God,  which  is  builded  with  great  stones,  and  Appeal  to 
timber  is  laid  in  the  walls,  and  this  work  goeth  Darius 
fast  on,  and  prospereth  in  their  hands.      Then 
asked  we  those  elders,  and  said  unto  them  thus,  5 
Who  commanded  you  to  build  this  house,  and 
to    make    up    these    walls  ?       We    asked    their 
names  also,  to  certify  thee,  that  we  might  write 
the  names   of  the  men  that  were  the  chief  of 
them.       And   thus    they   returned   us    answer,  10 
saying,   We  are  the   servants    of  the   God  of 
heaven  and  earth,  and  build  the  house  that  was 
builded  these  many  years  ago,  which  a  great  king 
of  Israel  builded  and  set  up.      But  after  that  our 
fathers  had  provoked  the   God  of  heaven  unto  15 
wrath,   he  gave  them   into  the  hand  of  Nebu- 
chadnezzar the  king  of  Babylon,  the  Chaldean, 
who   destroyed    this    house,    and    carried    the 
people   away  into   Babylon.     But    in   the   first 
year  of  Cyrus   the   king   of  Babylon   the  same  20 
king  Cyrus  made  a  decree  to  build  this  house 
of   God.     And  the   vessels   also   of  gold  and 
silver    of    the    house    of  God,    which    Nebu- 
chadnezzar took  out  of  the  temple  that  was  in 
Jerusalem,  and  brought  them  into  the  temple  of  25 
Babylon,  those  did  Cyrus  the  king  take  out  of 
the  temple  of  Babylon,  and  they  were  delivered 
unto  one,  whose  name  was  Sheshbazzar,  whom 
he  had  made  governor ;    and  said    unto    him, 
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The  Take  these   vessels,   go,   carry  them    into    the 

Decree  of  temple  that  is  in  Jerusalem,  and  let  the  house 

Cyrus  of  God  be  builded  in  his  place.     Then  came 

found  the  same  Sheshbazzar,  and  laid  the  foundation 

5  of  the  house  of  God  which  is  in  Jerusalem  :  and 

since  that  time  even  until  now  hath  it  been  in 
building,  and  yet  it  is  not  finished.  Now  there- 
fore, if  it  seem  good  to  the  king,  let  there  be 
search  made  in  the  king's  treasure  house,  which 
10  is  there  at   Babylon,  whether  it  be  so,  that  a 

decree  was  made  of  Cyrus  the  king  to  build  this 
house  of  God  at  Jerusalem,  and  let  the  king 
send  his  pleasure  to  us  concerning  this  matter. 
*  Then  Darius  the  king  made  a  decree,  and  search 
15  was  made  in  the  house  of  the  rolls,  where  the  treasures 
were  laid  up  in  Babylon.     And  there  was  found  at 
Achmetha,  in  the  palace  that  is  in  the  province  of  the 
Medes,  a  roll,  and  therein  iv as  a  record  thus  written  : 
*  In  the  first  year  of  Cyrus  the  king  the  same 
co  Cyrus  the   king  made   a   decree  concerning  the 

house  of  God  at  Jerusalem,  Let  the  house  be 
builded,  the  place  where  they  offered  sacrifices, 
and  let  the  foundations  thereof  be  strongly  laid  ; 
the  height  thereof  threescore  cubits,  and  the 
25  breadth   thereof  threescore   cubits  ;    with   three 

rows  of  great  stones,  and  a  row  of  new  timber  : 
and  let  the  expenses  be  given  out  of  the  king's 
house :  and  also  let  the  golden  and  silver 
vessels  of  the  house  of  God,  which  Nebuchad- 
M 
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nezzar  took  forth  out  of  the  temple  which  is  at  Darius 
Jerusalem,  and  brought  unto  Babylon,  be  restored,  protects 
and  brought  again  unto  the  temple  which  is  at  the  Jews 
Jerusalem,  every  one  to  his  place,  and  place  them 
in  the  house  of  God.'  5 

Now  therefore,  Tatnai,  governor  beyond  the 
river,  Shethar-boznai,  and  your  companions  the 
Apharsachites,  which  are  beyond  the  river,  be 
ye  far  from  thence :  let  the  work  of  this  house 
of  God  alone  ;  let  the  governor  of  the  Jews  and  10 
the  elders  of  the  Jews  build  this  house  of  God  in 
his  place. 

Moreover  I  make  a  decree  what  ye  shall  do 
to  the  elders  of  these  Jews  for  the  building  of  this 
house  of  God  :  that  of  the  king's  goods,  even  of  15 
the  tribute  beyond  the  river,  forthwith  expences 
be  given  unto  these  men,  that  they  be  not  hindered. 
And  that  which  they  have  need  of,  both  young 
bullocks,  and  rams,  and  lambs,  for   the  burnt 
offerings   of  the   God   of  heaven,    wheat,   salt,  20 
wine,  and  oil,  according  to  the  appointment  of 
the  priests  which  are  at  Jerusalem,  let  it  be  given 
them  day  by  day  without  fail :  that  they  may- 
offer  sacrifices  of  sweet  savours  unto  the  God  of 
heaven,  and  pray  for  the  life  of  the  king,  and  of  25 
his  sons. 

Also  I  have  made  a  decree,  that  whosoever 
shall  alter  this  word,  let  timber  be  pulled  down 
from  his   house,  and   being  set  up,  let  him  be 
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Completion  hanged  thereon  ;  and  let  his  house  be  made  a 

of  the  dunghill    for    this.     And    the    God    that   hath 

Second  caused  his  name  to  dwell  there  destroy  all  kings 

Temple  and  people,  that  shall  put  to  their  hand  to  alter 

5  and  to  destroy  this  house  of  God  which  is  at 

Jerusalem. 

1  Darius  have  made  a  decree  ;  let  it  be  done 
with  speed. 

Then   Tatnai,    governor    on    this    side   the    river, 

10  Shethar-boznai,  and  their  companions,  according  to 
that  which  Darius  the  king  had  sent,  so  they  did 
speedily. 

And   the   elders   of  the   Jews   builded,    and   they 
prospered   through    the    prophesying   of  Haggai   the 

15  prophet  and  Zechariah  the  son  of  Iddo.  And  they 
builded,  and  finished  it,  according  to  the  command- 
ment of  the  God  of  Israel,  and  according  to  the 
commandment  of  Cyrus,  and  Darius,  and  Artax- 
erxes  king  of  Persia.     And  this  house  was  finished 

20  on  the  third  day  of  the  month  Adar,  which  was  in 
the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  Darius  the  king.  And 
the  children  of  Israel,  the  priests,  and  the  Levites, 
and  the  rest  of  the  children  of  the  captivity,  kept  the 
dedication  of  this  house  of  God  with  joy,  and  offered 

25  at  the  dedication  of  this  house  of  God  an  hundred 
bullocks,  two  hundred  rams,  four  hundred  lambs  ;  and 
for  a  sin  offering  for  all  Israel,  twelve  he  goats,  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  the  tribes  of  Israel.     And 
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they  set  the  priests  in  their  divisions,  and  the  Levites  First 
in  their  courses,  for  the  service  of  God,  which  is  at  Passover 
Jerusalem  ;  as  it  is  written  in  the  book  of  Moses.         after  the 
And  the  children  of  the  captivity  kept  the  passover  Captivity 
upon  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  first  month.      For  the  5 
priests  and  the  Levites  were  purified  together,  all  of 
them  were  pure,  and  killed  the  passover  for  all  the 
children  of  the  captivity,  and  for  their  brethren  the 
priests,   and  for    themselves.     And   the   children  of 
Israel,  which  were  come  again  out  of  captivity,  and  10 
all  such  as  had  separated  themselves  unto  them  from 
the  filthiness  of  the  heathen  of  the  land,  to  seek  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel,  did  eat,  and  kept  the  feast  of 
unleavened  bread  seven  days  with  joy  :   for  the  Lord 
had  made  them  joyful,  and  turned  the  heart  of  the  15 
king  of  Assyria  unto  them,  to  strengthen  their  hands 
in  the  work  of  the  house  of  God,  the  God  of  Israel. 

— * — 
*  Now  after  these  things,  in  the   reign   of  Artax- 
erxes  king  of  Persia,   Ezra  the  son  of  Seraiah,  the 
son    of  Azariah,    the    son    of   Hilkiah,  the   son   of  20 
Shalium,  the  son  of  Zadok,  the  son  of  Ahitub,  the 
son    of  Amariah,   the   son   of  Azariah,   the   son   of 
Meraioth,  the  son  of  Zerahiah,  the  son  of  Uzzi,  the 
son  of  Bukki,  the  son  of  Abishua,  the  son  of  Phinehas, 
the  son  of  Eleazar,  the  son  of  Aaron  the  chief  priest :  25 
this  Ezra  went  up  from  Babylon  ;   and  he  tvas  a  ready 
scribe  in  the  law  of  Moses,  which  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel  had  given  :  and  the  king  granted  him  all  his 
D  17 
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Ezra  request,  according  to  the  hand  of  the  Lord  his  God 

departs  upon  him.      And  there  went  up  some  of  the  children 

for  of  Israel,  and  of  the  priests,  and  the  Levites,  and  the 

Jerusalem  singers,    and    the    porters,   and    the   Nethinim.    unto 

5    Jerusalem,   in   the   seventh   year   of   Artaxerxes  the 

king.     And  he  came  to  Jerusalem  in  the  fifth  month, 

which  was  in   the  seventh   year  of  the  king.     For 

upon  the  first  day  of  the  first  month  began  he  to  go 

up  from  Babylon,  and  on   the  first  day  of  the  fifth 

10  month  came  he  to  Jerusalem,  according  to  the  good 

hand  of  his  God  upon  him.      For  Ezra  had  prepared 

his  heart  to  seek  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  to  do  it, 

and  to  teach  in  Israel  statutes  and  judgments. 

Now  this  is  the  copy  of  the  letter  that  the  king 
15  Artaxerxes   gave  unto  Ezra  the   priest,  the   scribe, 
even  a  scribe  of  the  words  of  the  commandments  of 
the  Lord,  and  of  his  statutes  to  Israel : 

Artaxerxes,   king    of  kings,   unto    Ezra   the 
priest,  a  scribe  of  the  law  of  the  God  of  heaven, 
2c  perfect  peace,  and  at  such   a  time.      I  make  a 

decree,  that  all  they  of  the  people  of  Israel,  and 
of  his  priests  and  Levites,  in  my  realm,  which 
are  minded  of  their  own  freewill  to  go  up  to 
Jerusalem,  go  with  thee.  Forasmuch  as  thou 
25  art  sent  of  the  king,  and  of  his  seven  counsellers, 

to  inquire  concerning  Judah  and  Jerusalem,  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  thy  God  which  is  in  thine 
hand  ;  and  to  carry  the  silver  and  gold,  which 
the  king  and  his  counsellers  have  freely  offered 
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unto  the  God  of  Israel,  whose  habitation  is  in  Letter 
Jerusalem,  and  all  the  silver  and  gold  that  thou  from  Ar- 
canst  find  in  all  the  province  of  Babylon,  with  taxerxes 
the  freewill  offering  of  the  people,  and  of  the  to  Ezra 
priests,  offering  willingly  for  the  house  of  their  5 
God  which  is  in  Jerusalem  :  that  thou  mayest 
buy  speedily  with    this    money  bullocks,  rams, 
lambs,  with  their  meat  offerings  and  their  drink 
offerings,  and  offer  them  upon  the  altar  of  the 
house  of  your  God  which  is  in  Jerusalem.     And  10 
whatsoever  shall  seem  good  to  thee,  and  to  thy 
brethren,  to  do  with  the  rest  of  the  silver  and  the 
gold,  that  do  after  the  will  of  your  God.     The 
vessels  also  that  are  given  thee  for  the  service  of 
the  house  of  thy  God,  those  deliver  thou  before  15 
the  God  of  Jerusalem.     And  whatsoever  more 
shall    be    needful  for    the    house   of  thy  God, 
which  thou  shalt  have  occasion  to  bestow,  bestow 
it  out  of  the   king's   treasure   house.     And  I, 
even  I  Artaxerxes  the  king,  do  make  a  decree  20 
to  all  the  treasurers  which  are  beyond  the  river, 
that  whatsoever  Ezra  the  priest,  the  scribe  of  the 
law  of  the  God  of  heaven,  shall  require  of  you, 
it  be  done  speedily,  unto  an  hundred  talents  of 
silver,  and  to  an  'hundred    measures  of  wheat,  25 
and  to   an   hundred  baths   of  wine,  and   to  an 
hundred  baths  of  oil,  and  salt  without  prescribing 
how  much.     Whatsoever  is  commanded  by  the 
God  of  heaven,  let  it  be  diligently  done  for  the 
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Ezras  house  of  the   God  of  heaven  :  for  why  should 

Ascription  there  be  wrath  against  the  realm  of  the  king  and 

of  Glory  his  sons  ?     Also  we  certify  you,  that  touching 

to  God  any  of  the  priests  and  Levites,  singers,  porters, 

5  Nethinims,  or  ministers  of  this  house  of  God,  it 

shall  not  be  lawful   to   impose   toll,  tribute,  or 

custom,  upon  them.     And  thou,  Ezra,  after  the 

wiidom  of  thy  God,  that  is  in  thine  hand,  set 

magistrates  and  judges,  which  may  judge  all  the 

io  people   that  are  beyond  the   river,  all  such  as 

know  the  laws  of  thy  God ;  and  teach  ye  them 

that  know  them  not.     And  whosoever  will  not 

do  the  law  of  thy  God,  and  the  law  of  the  king, 

let   judgment   be   executed   speedily  upon   him, 

iS  whether  it  be  unto  death,  or  to  banishment,  or 

to  confiscation  of  goods,  or  to  imprisonment. 

Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  our  fathers,  which 

hath  put  such  a  thing  as  this  in  the  king's  heart,  to 

beautify  the  house  of  the  Lord  which  is  in  Jerusalem : 

20  and  hath  extended  mercy  unto  me  before  the  king, 

and  his  counsellers,  and  before  all  the  king's  mighty 

princes.     And  I  was  strengthened  as  the  hand  of  the 

Lord  my  God  ivas  upon  me,  and  I  gathered  together 

out  of  Israel  chief  men  to  go  up  with  me. 

25  *   These  are  now  the  chief  of  their  fathers,  and  this 

is  the  genealogy  of  them  that  went  up  with  me  from 

Babylon,  in  the  reign  of  Artaxerxes  the  king  : 

Of  the  sons  of  Phinehas ;   Gershom  :   of  the  sons 
oflthamar;   Daniel:   of  the  sons  of  David  ;   Hattush. 
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Of  the  sons  of  Shechaniah,  of  the  sons  of  Pharosh  ;  Families 
Zechariah  :   and  with  him  were  reckoned  by  genealogy  that 
of  the  males  an  hundred  and  fifty.      Of  the  sons  of  returned 
Pahath-moab ;    Elihoenai  the  son  of  Zerahiah,  and  with 
with  him  two  hundred  males.     Of  the  sons  of  Shecha-  Ezra 
niah  ;  the  son  of  Jahaziel,  and  with  him  three  hundred 
males.      Of  the  sons  also  of  Adin  ;   Ebed  the  son  of 
Jonathan,  and  with  him  fifty  males.     And  of  the  sons 
of  Elam  ;  Jeshaiah  the  son  of  Athaliah,  and  with  him 
seventy   males.      And   of  the   sons   of  Shephatiah  ;  10 
Zebadiah  the  son  of  Michael,  and  with  him  fourscore 
males.      Of  the  sons  of  Joab  ;   Obadiah  the  son  of 
Jehiel,  and  with  him  two  hundred  and  eighteen  males. 
And  of  the  sons  of  Shelomith  ;  the  son  of  Josiphiah, 
and  with  him  an  hundred  and  threescore  males.     And  15 
of  the  sons  of  Bebai ;  Zechariah  the  son  of  Bebai, 
and  with  him  twenty  and  eight  males.     And  of  the 
sons  of  Azgad  ;  Johanan  the  son  of  Hakkatan,  and 
with  him  an  hundred  and  ten  males.     And  of  the 
last  sons  of  Adonikam,  whose  names  are  these,  Eliphe-  20 
let,  Jeiel,  and  Shemaiah,  and  with  them  threescore 
males.      Of  the  sons    also    of   Bigvai ;     Uthai,  and 
Zabbud,  and  with  them  seventy  males. 

And  I  gathered  them  together  to  the  river  that 
runneth  to  Ahava ;  and  there  abode  we  in  tents  25 
three  days  :  and  I  viewed  the  people,  and  the  priests, 
and  found  there  none  of  the  sons  of  Levi.  Then 
sent  I  for  Eliezer,  for  Ariel,  for  Shemaiah,  and  for 
Elnathan,    and   for    Jarib,    and   for    Elnathan,    and 
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Fast  by  for  Nathan,  and  for  Zechariah,  and  for  Meshullam, 
the  River  chief  men  ;   also  for  Joiarib,  and  for  EInathan,  men 
Ahava  of  understanding.     And  I  sent  them  with  command- 
ment unto  Iddo  the  chief  at  the  place  Casiphia,  and 
5  I  told  them  what  they  should  say  unto  Iddo,  and  to 
his   brethren  the  Nethinims,   at  the   place   Casiphia, 
that  they  should  bring  unto  us  ministers  for  the  house 
of  our  God.     And  by  the  good  hand  of  our  God 
upon   us   they  brought  us   a   man   of  understanding, 

10  of  the  sons  of  Mahli,  the  son  of  Levi,  the  son  of 
Israel ;  and  Sherebiah,  with  his  sons  and  his 
brethren,  eighteen ;  and  Hashabiah,  and  with  him 
Jeshaiah  of  the  sons  of  Merari,  his  brethren  and  their 
sons,  twenty  ;   also  of  the  Nethinims,  whom  David 

15  and  the  princes  had  appointed  for  the  service  of  the 
Levites,  two  hundred  and  twenty  Nethinims  :  all  of 
them  were  expressed  by  name. 

Then  I   proclaimed   a  fast  there,  at  the  river  of 
Ahava,   that   we   might   afflict  ourselves   before   our 

20  God,  to  seek  of  him  a  right  way  for  us,  and  for  our 
little  ones,  and  for  all  our  substance.  For  I  was 
ashamed  to  require  of  the  king  a  band  of  soldiers 
and  horsemen  to  help  us  against  the  enemy  in  the 
way  :  because  we  had  spoken  unto  the  king,  saying, 

25  The  hand  of  our  God  is  upon  all  them  for  good  that 
seek  him ;  but  his  power  and  his  wrath  is  against  all 
them  that  forsake  him.  So  we  fasted  and  besought 
our  God  for  this :  and  he  was  intreated  of  us. 
Then  I  separated  twelve  of  the  chief  of  the  priests, 
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Sherebiah,  Hashabiah,  and  ten  of  their  brethren  with  Record  of 
them,   and   weighed  unto   them  the  silver,   and   the  the  Holy 
gold,  and  the  vessels,  even  the  offering  of  the  house  Vessels 
of  our  God,  which  the  king,  and  his  counsellers,  and 
ais  lords,  and  all  Israel  there  present,  had  offered  :   I  5 
even  weighed  unto  their  hand  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
talents  of  silver,  and  silver  vessels  an  hundred  talents, 
and  of  gold  an  hundred  talents  ;   also  twenty  basons 
cf  gold,  of  a   thousand  drams  ;  and  two  vessels  of 
fine    copper,  precious    as    gold.     And    I    said    unto  10 
ttem,  Ye  are  holy  unto  the   Lord  ;  the  vessels  are 
h)ly  also  ;  and  the  silver  and  the  gold  are  a  freewill 
ofering  unto  the  Lord  God  of  your  fathers.     Watch 
yt,  and  keep  them,  until  ye  weigh  them  before  the 
cKef  of  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  and  chief  of  15 
th>  fathers  of  Israel,  at  Jerusalem,  in  the  chambers 
of  the  house  of  the  Lord.      So  took  the  priests  and 
the  Levites  the  weight  of  the  silver,  and  the  gold, 
anc  the  vessels,  to  bring  them  to  Jerusalem  unto  the 
hoise  of  our  God.  20 

^hen  we  departed  from  the  river  of  Ahava  on  the 
twefth  day  of  the  first  month,  to  go  unto  Jerusalem  : 
and  the  hand  of  our  God  was  upon  us,  and  he  de- 
liveied  us  from  the  hand  of  the  enemy,  and  of  such 
as  ay  in  wait  by  the  way.  And  we  came  to  25 
Jerisalem,  and  abode  there  three  days.  Now  on  the 
fourh  day  was  the  silver  and  the  gold  and  the  vessels 
weighed  in  the  house  of  our  God  by  the  hand  of 
Menmoth  the  son  of  Uriah  the  priest ;   and  with  him 
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Inter-  was  Eleazar  the  son  of  Phinehas  ;   and  with  them 

marriage  was  Jozabad  the  son  of  Jeshua,  and  Noadiah  the  son 

with  of  Binnui,    Levites ;  by  number  and   by  weight   of 

Idolaters  every   one  :  and  all  the  weight  was   written  at  that 

5  time.     Also    the    children    of  those    that    had  been 

carried  away,  which  were  come  out  of  the  captivity, 

offered  burnt  offerings  unto  the  God  of  Israel,  twelve 

bullocks  for  all  Israel,  ninety  and  six  rams,  seventy 

and  seven  lambs,  twelve  he  goats  for  a  sin  offering: 

10  all  this  was  a  burnt  offering  unto  the  Lord.     AnI 

they  delivered  the  king's  commissions  unto  the  kings 

lieutenants,  and  to  the    governors  on    this  side  tie 

river  :  and  they  furthered  the  people,  and  the  houie 

of  God. 


* — 


15  *  Now  when  these  things  were  done,  the  princes 
came  to  me,  saying,  The  people  of  Israel,  and  the 
priests,  and  the  Levites,  have  not  separated  then- 
selves  from  the  people  of  the  lands,  doing  accordng 
to    their    abominations,  even   of  the   Canaanites,  :he 

20  Hittites,  the  Perizzites,  the  Jebusites,  the  Amiron- 
ites,  the  Moabites,  the  Egyptians,  and  the  Amorr.es. 
For  they  have  taken  of  their  daughters  for  them- 
selves, and  for  their  sons  :  so  that  the  holy  eed 
have    mingled   themselves   with   the   people  of  hose 

25  lands  :  yea,  the  hand  of  the  princes  and  rulers  lath 
been  chief  in  this  trespass.  And  when  I  heard  this 
thing,  I  rent  my  garment  and  my  mantle,  and 
plucked  off  the  hair  of  my  head  -and  of  my  bard, 
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and  sat  down  astonied.      Then  were  assembled  unto  Ezra  s 
me  every  one  that  trembled  at  the  words  of  the  God  Confession 
of  Israel,  because  of  the  transgression  of  those  that  of  Israel 's 
had  been  carried  away  ;  and  I   sat  astonied  until  the  Sin 
evening  sacrifice.  5 

And  at  the  evening  sacrifice  I  arose  up  from  my 
heaviness ;  and  having  rent  my  garment  and  my 
mantle,  I  fell  upon  my  knees,  and  spread  out  my 
hands  unto  the  Lord  my  God,  and  said,  O  my  God, 
I  am  ashamed  and  blush  to  lift  up  my  face  to  thee,  id 
my  God  :  for  our  iniquities  are  increased  over  our 
head,  and  our  trespass  is  grown  up  unto  the  heavens. 
Since  the  days  of  our  fathers  have  we  been  in  a  great 
trespass  unto  this  day ;  and  for  our  iniquities  have 
we,  our  kings,  and  our  priests,  been  delivered  into  the  15 
hand  of  the  kings  of  the  lands,  to  the  sword,  to 
captivity,  and  to  a  spoil,  and  to  confusion  of  face,  as 
it  is  this  day.  And  now  for  a  little  space  grace  hath 
been  skewed  from  the  Lord  our  God,  to  leave  us  a 
remnant  to  escape,  and  to  give  us  a  nail  in  his  holy  ^ 
place,  that  our  God  may  lighten  our  eyes,  and  give 
us  a  little  reviving  in  our  bondage.  For  we  ivere 
bondmen  ;  yet  our  God  hath  not  forsaken  us  in  our 
bondage,  but  hath  extended  mercy  unto  us  in  the 
sight  of  the  kings  of  Persia,  to  give  us  a  reviving,  to  25 
set  up  the  house  of  our  God,  and  to  repair  the  deso- 
lations thereof,  and  to  give  us  a  wall  in  Judah  and  in 
Jerusalem.  And  now,  O  our  God,  what  shall  we 
say  after  this  ?  for   we  have  forsaken  thy  command- 
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Ezra's  ments,  which  thou  hast  commanded  by  thy  servants 

Confession  the  prophets,  saying,  The  land,  unto  which  ye  go  to 

of  Israel's  possess  it,  is  an  unclean  land  with  the  filthiness  of  the 

Sin  people  of  the  lands,  with  their  abominations,  which 

5  have  filled   it  from   one  end  to   another   with   their 

uncleanness.     Now  therefore  give  not  your  daughters 

unto   their    sons,   neither   take    their   daughters    unto 

your  sons,  nor  seek  their  peace  or  their  wealth  for 

ever  :  that  ye  may  be  strong,  and  eat  the  good  of  the 

io  land,  and  leave  it  for  an  inheritance  to  your  children 

for  ever.     And  after  all  that  is  come  upon  us  for 

our  evil  deeds,  and  for  our  great  trespass,  seeing  that 

thou  our  God  hast  punished  us  less  than  our  iniquities 

deserve,  and  hast  given  us  such  deliverance  as  this ; 

15  should  we  again  break  thy  commandments,  and  join 

in   affinity  with  the   people   of  these    abominations  ? 

wouldest  not  thou  be  angry   with  us  till  thou  hadst 

consumed  us,  so  that  there  should  be  no  remnant  nor 

escaping  ?       O     Lord     God    of    Israel,    thou     art 

20  righteous :  for  we  remain  yet  escaped,  as  //  is  this 

day  :  behold,  we  are  before  thee  in  our  trespasses  : 

for  we  cannot  stand  before  thee  because  of  this. 

*  Now  when   Ezra  had  prayed,  and  when  he  had 

confessed,  weeping  and  casting  himself  down  before 

25  the  house  of  God,  there  assembled  unto  him  out  of 

Israel  a  very  great  congregation  of  men  and  women 

and  children  :  for  the  people  wept  very  sore.     And 

Shechaniah    the   son   of  Jehiel,   one   of  the   sons   of 

Elam,-  answered    and    said    unto     Ezra,    We    have 
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trespassed  against  our  God,  and  have  taken  strange  The  New 
wives  of  the  people  of  the  land  :  yet  now  there  is  Covenant 
hope  in  Israel  concerning  this  thing.     Now  therefore  with  God 
let  us  make  a  covenant  with  our  God  to  put  away  all 
the  wives,  and  such  as  are  born  of  them,  according  to  5 
the  counsel  of  my  lord,  and  of  those  that  tremble  at 
the  commandment  of  our  God ;  and  let  it  be  done 
according   to   the    law.     Arise ;  for  this  matter   be- 
longeth  unto  thee  :   we  also  will  be  with  thee  ;   be  of 
good  courage,  and  do  it.  10 

Then  arose  Ezra,  and  made  the  chief  priests,  the 
Levites,  and  all  Israel,  to  swear  that  they  should  do 
according  to  this  word.  And  they  sware.  Then 
Ezra  rose  up  from  before  the  house  of  God,  and 
went  into  the  chamber  of  Johanan  the  son  of  J5 
Eliashib  :  and  when  he  came  thither,  he  did  eat  no 
bread,  nor  drink  water  :  for  he  mourned  because  of 
the  transgression  of  them  that  had  been  carried  away. 
And  they  made  proclamation  throughout  Judah  and 
Jerusalem  unto  all  the  children  of  the  captivity,  that  20 
they  should  gather  themselves  together  unto  Jeru- 
salem ;  and  that  whosoever  would  not  come  within 
three  days,  according  to  the  counsel  of  the  princes 
and  the  elders,  all  his  substance  should  be  forfeited, 
and  himself  separated  from  the  congregation  of  those  25 
that  had  been  carried  away.  Then  all  the  men  of 
Judah  and  Benjamin  gathered  themselves  together 
unto  Jerusalem  within  three  days.  It  was  the  ninth 
month,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  month  ;  and  all 
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Israefs  the  people   sat  in  the  street  of  the  house  of  God, 
Humilia-  trembling  because  of  this  matter,   and  for  the  great 
tion  before  rain. 

God  And  Ezra  the  priest  stood  up,  and  said  unto  them, 
5  Ye  have  transgressed,  and  have  taken  strange  wives, 
to  increase  the  trespass  of  Israel.  Now  therefore 
make  confession  unto  the  Lord  God  of  your  fathers, 
and  do  his  pleasure :  and  separate  yourselves  from 
the  people  of  the  land,  and  from  the  strange  wives. 

10  Then  all  the  congregation  answered  and  said  with  a 
loud  voice,  As  thou  hast  said,  so  must  we  do.  But 
the  people  are  many,  and  it  is  a  time  of  much  rain, 
and  we  are  not  able  to  stand  without,  neither  is  this  a 
work  of  one  day  or  two  :  for  we  are  many  that  have 

J5  transgressed  in  this  thing.  Let  now  our  rulers  of 
all  the  congregation  stand,  and  let  all  them  which 
have  taken  strange  wives  in  our  cities  come  at 
appointed  times,  and  with  them  the  elders  of  even- 
city,  and  the  judges  thereof,  until  the  fierce  wrath  of 

2°  our  God  for  this  matter  be  turned  from  us.  Only 
Jonathan  the  son  of  Asahel  and  Jahaziah  the  son  of 
Tikvah  were  employed  about  this  matter :  and 
Meshullam  and  Shabbethai  the  Levite  helped  them. 
And  the  children  of  the  captivity  did  so.     And  Ezra 

25  the  priest,  with  certain  chief  of  the  fathers,  after  the 
house  of  their  fathers,  and  all  of  them  by  their  names, 
were  separated,  and  sat  down  in  the  first  day  of  the 
tenth  month  to  examine  the  matter.  And  they  made 
an  end  with  all  the  men  that  had  taken  strange  wives 


°f  Ezra  ^  Ch.  io ;  Ver.  17.31. 

by  the  first  day  of  the  first  month.     And  among  the  Names  of 
sons  of  the  priests  there  were  found  that  had  taken  those  ivbo 
strange  wives  :  namely,  of  the  sons  of  Jeshua  the  son  inter- 
of    Jozadak,     and     his    brethren ;     Maaseiah,     and  marrhd 
Eliezer,  and  Jarib,  and  Gedaliah.     And  they  gave  5 
their  hands  that  they  would  put  away  their  wives  ; 
and  being  guilty,  they   offered  a  ram  of  the  flock  for 
their  trespass.     And  of  the  sons  of  Immer  ;  Hanani, 
and  Zebadiah.     And  of  the  sons  of  Harim ;   Maa- 
seiah,  and   Elijah,   and   Shemaiah,   and    Jehiel,   and  10 
Uzziah.     And    of  the    sons    of  Pashur ;    Elioenai, 
Maaseiah,  Ishmael,  Nethaneel,  Jozabad,  and  Elasah. 

Also  of  the  Levites  :  Jozabad,  and  Shimei,  and 
Kelaiah,  (the  same  is  Kelita,)  Pethahiah,  Judah,  and 
Eliezer.      Of  the  singers  also  ;   Eliashib  :  and  of  the  15 
porters  ;   Shallum,  and  Telem,  and  Uri. 

Moreover  of  Israel :  of  the  sons  of  Parosh ; 
Ramiah,  and  Jeziah,  and  Malchiah,  and  Miamin, 
and  Eleazar,  and  Malchijah,  and  Benaiah.  And  of 
the  sons  of  Elam ;  Mattaniah,  Zechariah,  and  20 
Jehiel,  and  Abdi,  and  Jeremoth,  and  Eliah.  And 
of  the  sons  of  Zattu ;  Elioenai,  Eliashib,  Mattaniah, 
and  Jeremoth,  and  Zabad,  and  Aziza.  Of  the  sons 
also  of  Bebai  ;  Jehohanan,  Hananiah,  Zabbai,  and 
Athlai.  And  of  the  sons  of  Bani ;  Meshullam,  25 
Malluch,  and  Adaiah,  Jashub,  and  Sheal,  and 
Ramoth.  And  of  the  sons  of  Pahath-moab  ;  Adna, 
and  Chelal,  Benaiah,  Maaseiah,  Mattaniah,  Bezaleel, 
and  Binnui,  and  Manasseh.  And  of  the  sons  of 
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Names  Harim ;     Eliezer,     Ishijah,     Malchiah,     Shemaiah, 

of  those  Shimeon,  Benjamin,  Malluch,  and  Shemariah.      Of 

who  the  sons  of  Hashum  ;   Mattenai,  Mattathah,  Zabad, 

inter-  Eliphelet,  Jeremai,  Manasseh,  and  Shimei.      Of  the 

married  sons  of  Bani ;   Maadai,  Amram,  and  Uel,  Benaiah, 

Bedeiah,     Chelluh,    Vaniah,     Meremoth,     Eliashib, 

Mattaniah,  Mattenai,  and  Jaasau,  and  Bani,  and  Binnui, 

Shimei,   and   Shelemiah,   and  Nathan,  and  Adaiah, 

Machnedebai,  Shashai,   Sharai,  Azareel,  and  Shele- 

10  miah,   Shemeriah,    Shallum,    Amariah,    and  Joseph. 

Of  the    sons    of   Nebo ;  Jeiel,    Mattithiah,    Zabad, 

Zebina,  Jadau,  and  Joel,  Benaiah.     All  these   had 

taken  strange  wives  :  and  some  of  them  had  wives  by 

whom  they  had  children. 


The  Book  of 

Nehemiah 

THE  words  of  Nehemiah  the  son  of  Hachaliah.    Nehemiah 
And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  month  Chisleu,  hears 
in  the  twentieth  year,  as  I  was  in  Shushan  the  palace,  0f  his 
that  Hanani,  one  of  my  brethren,  came,  he  and  certain  Brethren 
men  of  Judah ;  and  I  asked  them  concerning  the  Jews  5 
that  had  escaped,  which  were  left  of  the  captivity, 
and  concerning  Jerusalem.     And  they  said  unto  me, 
The  remnant  that  are  left  of  the  captivity  there  in  the 
province  are  in  great  affliction  and  reproach :  the  wall 
of  Jerusalem  also  //  broken  down,  and  the  gates  thereof  IO 
are  burned  with  fire. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  I  heard  these  words, 
that  I  sat  down  and  wept,  and  mourned  certain  days, 
and  fasted,  and  prayed  before  the  God  of  heaven,  and 
said,  I  beseech  thee,  O  Lord  God  of  heaven,  the  i5 
great  and  terrible  God,  that  keepeth  covenant  and 
mercy  for  them  that  love  him  and  observe  his  com- 
mandments :  let  thine  ear  now  be  attentive,  and  thine 
eyes  open,  that  thou  mayest  hear  the  prayer  of  thy 
servant,  which  I  pray  before  thee  now,  day  and  night,  20 
for  the  children  of  Israel  thy  servants,  and  confess  the 
sins  of  the  children  of  Israel,  which  we  have  sinned 

3* 
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Nehe-  against   thee :    both    I    and   my   father's   house   have 
miaFs  sinned.     We  have  dealt  very  corruptly  against  thee, 
Prayer  and  have  not  kept  the  commandments,  nor  the  statutes, 
to  God  nor    the    judgments,   which    thou    commandedst    thy 
5  servant  Moses.      Remember,  I  beseech  thee,  the  word 
that  thou  commandedst  thy  servant  Moses,  saying,  If 
ye  transgress,  I   will  scatter   you  abroad  among  the 
nations :   but  if  ye  turn  unto  me,  and  keep  my  com- 
mandments, and  do  them  ;   though  there  were  of  you 
10  cast  out  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the  heaven,  yet  will 
I  gather  them  from  thence,  and  will  bring  them  unto 
the  place  that  I  have  chosen  to  set  my  name  there. 
Now  these  are  thy  servants  and  thy  people,  whom 
thou  hast  redeemed  by  thy  great  power,  and  by  thy 
15  strong  hand.      O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  let  now  thine 
ear  be  attentive  to  the  prayer  of  thy  servant,  and  to 
the  prayer  of  thy  servants,  who  desire   to   fear   thy 
name  :   and  prosper,  I  pray  thee,  thy  servant  this  day, 
and  grant  him  mercy  in  the  sight  of  this  man.      For 
20  I  was  the  king's  cupbearer. 

— -$- — 
*  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  month  Nisan,  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  Artaxerxes  the  king,  that  wine  ivas 
before  him  :  and  I  took  up  the  wine,  and  gave  it  unto 
the  king.  Now  I  had  not  been  beforetime  sad  in  his 
23  presence.  Wherefore  the  king  said  unto  me,  Why  is 
thy  countenance  sad,  seeing  thou  art  not  sick  ?  this  is 
nothing  else  but  sorrow  of  heart.  Then  I  was  very 
sore  afraid,  and  said  unto  the  king,  Let  the  kirfg  live 
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for  ever  :    why  should  not  my  countenance  be  sad,  Nehe- 
when  the  city,  the  place  of  my  fathers'  sepulchres,  miatfs 
lieth  waste,  and  the  gates  thereof  are  consumed  with  Reply  to 
fire  ?     Then  the  king  said  unto   me,  For  what  dost  the  King 
thou   make   request  ?     So   I   prayed  to  the   God  of  5 
heaven.     And  I  said  unto  the  king,  If  it  please  the 
king,  and  if  thy  servant  have  found  favour  in  thy  sight, 
that  thou  wouldest  send  me  unto  Judah,  unto  the  city 
of  my  fathers'  sepulchres,  that  I  may  build  it. 

And  the  king  said  unto  me,  (the  queen  also  sitting  10 
by  him,)    For  how  long  shall  thy  journey  be  ?  and 
when  wilt  thou  return  ?     So  it  pleased  the  king  to 
send  me ;  and  I  set  him  a  time.     Moreover  I  said 
unto  the  king,  If  it  please  the  king,  let  letters  be  given 
me  to  the  governors  beyond  the  river,  that  they  may  15 
convey  me  over  till  I  come  into  Judah ;  and  a  letter 
unto  Asaph  the  keeper  of  the  king's  forest,  that  he 
may  give  me  timber  to  make  beams  for  the  gates  of 
the  palace  which  appertained  to  the  house,  and  for  the 
wall  of  the  city,  and  for  the  house  that  I  shall  enter  20 
into.     And   the  king  granted   me,  according  to  the 
good  hand  of  my  God  upon  me. 

Then  I  came  to  the  governors  beyond  the  river, 
and  gave  them  the  king's  letters.  Now  the  king  had 
sent  captains  of  the  army  and  horsemen  with  me.  25 
When  Sanballat  the  Horonite,  and  Tobiah  the  servant, 
the  Ammonite,  heard  of  it,  it  grieved  them  exceed- 
ingly that  there  was  come  a  man  to  seek  the  welfare 
of  the  children  of  Israel. 
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Views      So  I  came  to  Jerusalem,  and  was  there  three  days. 

the  City  And  I  arose  in  the  night,  I  and  some  few  men  with 

Walls  by  me  ;  neither  told  I  any  man  what  my  God  had  put 

Night  in  my  heart  to  do  at  Jerusalem :  neither  ivas  there  any 

5  beast  with  me,  save  the  beast  that  I  rode  upon.  And 
I  went  out  by  night  by  the  gate  of  the  valley,  even 
before  the  dragon  well,  and  to  the  dung  port,  and 
viewed  the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  which  were  broken 
down,  and  the  gates  thereof  were  consumed  with  fire. 

10  Then  I  went  on  to  the  gate  of  the  fountain,  and  to 
the  king's  pool :  but  there  ivas  no  place  for  the  beast 
that  tuas  under  me  to  pass.  Then  went  I  up  in  the 
night  by  the  brook,  and  viewed  the  wall,  and  turned 
back,  and  entered  by  the  gate  of  the  valley,  and  so 

15  returned.  And  the  rulers  knew  not  whither  I  went, 
or  what  I  did ;  neither  had  I  as  yet  told  it  to  the 
Jews,  nor  to  the  priests,  nor  to  the  nobles,  nor  to  the 
rulers,  nor  to  the  rest  that  did  the  work.  Then  said 
I  unto  them,  Ye  see  the  distress  that  we  are  in,  how 

20  Jerusalem  lieth  waste,  and  the  gates  thereof  are  burned 
with  fire  :  come,  and  let  us  build  up  the  wall  of 
Jerusalem,  that  we  be  no  more  a  reproach.  Then  I 
told  them  of  the  hand  of  my  God  which  was  good 
upon  me ;  as  also  the  king's  words  that  he  had  spoken 

25  unto  me.  And  they  said,  Let  us  rise  up  and  build. 
So  they  strengthened  their  hands  for  this  good  work. 
But  when  Sanballat  the  Horonite,  and  Tobiah  the 
servant,  the  Ammonite,  and  Geshem  the  Arabian, 
heard  /'/,  they  laughed  us  to  scorn,  and  despised  us, 
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and  said,  What  is  this  thing  that  ye  do  ?  will  ye  rebel  Repairing 
against  the  king  ?     Then  answered  I  them,  and  said  the  City 
unto  them,  The  God  of  heaven,  he  will  prosper  us  ;  Gates 
therefore  we  his  servants  will  arise  and  build  :  but  ye 
have  no  portion,  nor  right,  nor  memorial,  in  Jerusalem.  5 

— « — 
*   Then    Eliashib   the   high   priest   rose   up  with  his 
brethren  the  priests,  and  they  builded  the  sheep  gate  ; 
they  sanctified  it,  a"nd  set  up  the  doors  of  it  ;  even 
unto  the  tower  of  Meah  they  sanctified  it,  unto  the 
tower  of  Hananeel.     And  next  unto  him  builded  the  10 
men  of  Jericho.     And  next  to  them  builded  Zaccur 
the  son  of  Imri.      But  the  fish  gate  did  the  sons   of 
Hassenaah   build,  who  also  laid  the   beams   thereof, 
and  set  up  the  doors  thereof,  the  locks  thereof,  and 
the   bars   thereof.       And    next    unto    them    repaired  15 
Meremoth  the  son  of  Urijah,  the  son  of  Koz.      And 
next  unto  them  repaired  Meshullam  the  son  of  Bere- 
chiah,  the  son  of  Meshezabeel.     And  next  unto  them 
repaired  Zadok  the  son  of  Baana.     And  next  unto 
them  the  Tekoites  repaired ;  but  their  nobles  put  not  20 
their  necks  to  the  work   of  their   Lord.     Moreover 
the  old  gate  repaired  Jehoiada  the  son  of  Paseah,  and 
Meshullam  the  son  of  Besodeiah ;  they  laid  the  beams 
thereof,  and  set  up  the  doors  thereof,  and  the  locks 
thereof,  and  the  bars  thereof.     And  next  unto  them  25 
repaired  Melatiah  the  Gibeonite,  and  Jadon  the  Me- 
ronothite,  the  men  of  Gibeon,  and  of  Mizpah,  unto 
the  throne  of  the   governor   on  this  side  the  river. 
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Repairing  Next  unto  him  repaired  Uzziel  the  son  of  Harhaiah, 

the  City  0f  the    goldsmiths.       Next  unto  him  also  repaired 

Gates  Hananiah  the  son  of  one  of  the  apothecaries,  and  they 

fortified  Jerusalem  unto  the  broad  wall.     And  next 

5  unto  them   repaired   Rephaiah  the   son  of  Hur,  the 

ruler  of  the  half  part  of  Jerusalem.     And  next  unto 

them  repaired  Jedaiah  the  son  of  Harumaph,  even 

over  against  his  house.     And  next  unto  him  repaired 

Hattush  the  son  of  Hashabniah.      Malchijah  the  son 

10  of  Harim,  and  Hashub  the  son  of  Pahath-moab,  re- 
paired the  other  piece,  and  the  tower  of  the  furnaces. 
And  next  unto  him  repaired  Shallum  the  son  of 
Halohesh,  the  ruler  of  the  half  part  of  Jerusalem,  he 
and  his  daughters.      The  valley  gate  repaired  Hanun, 

15  and  the  inhabitants  of  Zanoah  ;  they  built  it,  and  set 
up  the  doors  thereof,  the  locks  thereof,  and  the  bars 
thereof,  and  a  thousand  cubits  on  the  wall  unto  the 
dung  gate.  But  the  dung  gate  repaired  Malchiah  the 
son  of  Rechab,  the  ruler  of  part  of  Beth-haccerem  ; 

20  he  built  it,  and  set  up  the  doors  thereof,  the  locks 
thereof,  and  the  bars  thereof.  But  the  gate  of  the 
fountain  repaired  Shallun  the  son  of  Col-hozeh,  the 
ruler  of  part  of  Mizpah  ;  he  built  it,  and  covered  it, 
and  set  up  the  doors  thereof,  the  locks  thereof,  and 

25  the  bars  thereof,  and  the  wall  of  the  pool  of  Siloah 
by  the  king's  garden,  and  unto  the  stairs  that  go  down 
from  the  city  of  David.  After  him  repaired  Nehemiah 
the  son  of  Azbuk,  the  ruler  of  the  half  part  of  Beth- 
zur,  unto  the  place  over  against  the  sepulchres  of 
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David,  and  to  the  pool  that  was  made,  and  unto  the  Repairing 
house  of  the  mighty.    After  him  repaired  the  Levites,  the  City 
Rehum  the  son  of  Bani.      Next  unto  him  repaired  Walls 
Hashabiah,  the  ruler  of  the  half  part  of  Keilah,  in 
his  part.     After  him  repaired  their  brethren,  Bavai  5 
the  son  of  Henadad,  the  ruler  of  the  half  part  of 
Keilah.     And  next  to  him  repaired  Ezer  the  son  of 
Jeshua,  the  ruler  of  Mizpah,  another  piece  over  against 
the  going  up  to  the  armoury  at  the  turning  of  the  'wall. 
After  him  Baruch  the  son  of  Zabbai  earnestly  re-  10 
paired  the  other  piece,  from  the  turning  of  the  wall 
unto  the  door  of  the  house  of  Eliashib  the  high  priest. 
After  him  repaired  Meremoth  the  son  of  Urijah  the 
son  of  Koz  another  piece,  from  the  door  of  the  house 
of  Eliashib  even  to  the  end  of  the  house  of  Eliashib.  15 
And  after  him  repaired  the  priests,  the  men  of  the 
plain.      After   him   repaired   Benjamin   and   Hashub 
over  against  their  house.    After  him  repaired  Azariah 
the  son  of  Maaseiah  the  son  of  Ananiah  by  his  house. 
After  him  repaired  Binnui  the  son  of  Henadad  another  20 
piece,  from  the  house  of  Azariah  unto  the  turning  of 
the  tuall,  even  unto  the  corner.       Palal  the   son   of 
Uzai,  over  against  the  turning  of  the  wall,  and  the 
tower  which  lieth  out  from  the  king's  high  house, 
that   ivas  by   the   court  of  the  prison.      After  him  25 
Pedaiah  the  son  of  Parosh.      Moreover  the  Nethinims 
dwelt  in  Ophel,  unto  the  place  over  against  the  water 
gate  toward  the  east,  and  the  tower  that  lieth  out. 
After  them  the  Tekoites  repaired  another  piece,  over 
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Sanballat's  against  the  great  tower  that  lieth  out,  even  unto  the 

Indignation  wall  of  Ophel.      From  above  the  horse  gate  repaired 

the  priests,  every  one  over  against  his  house.     After 

them  repaired  Zadok  the  son  of  Immer  over  against 

s  his   house.     After  him  repaired  also   Shemaiah  the 

son    of   Shechaniah,   the    keeper    of  the    east    gate. 

After  him  repaired  Hananiah  the  son  of  Shelemiah, 

and  Hanun  the  sixth  son  of  Zalaph,  another  piece. 

After  him  repaired  Meshullam  the  son  of  Berechiah 

10  over    against    his    chamber.       After    him    repaired 

Malchiah  the  goldsmith's  son  unto  the  place  of  the 

Nethinims,  and   of  the   merchants,  over  against  the 

gate  Miphkad,  and  to  the  going  up  of  the   corner. 

And  between  the  going  up   of  the   corner  unto   the 

15  sheep  gate  repaired  the  goldsmiths  and  the  merchants. 

*  But  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  Sanballat  heard  that 
we  builded  the  wall,  he  was  wroth,  and  took  great 
indignation,  and  mocked  the  Jews.  And  he  spake 
before  his   brethren   and  the  army  of  Samaria,  and 

20  said,  What  do  these  feeble  Jews  ?  will  they  fortify 
themselves  ?  will  they  sacrifice  ?  will  they  make  an 
end  in  a  day  ?  will  they  revive  the  stones  out  of  the 
heaps  of  the  rubbish  which  are  burned  ?  Now  Tobiah 
the  Ammonite  zcas  by  him,  and  he  said,  Even  that 

25  which  they  build,  if  a  fox  go  up,  he  shall  even  break 
down  their  stone  wall. 

Hear,  O  our  God ;  for  we  are  despised :  and  turn 
their  reproach  upon  their  own  head,  and  give  them 
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for  a  prey  in  the  land  of  captivity :  and  cover  not  Plots  of 
their  iniquity,  and  let  not  their  sin  be  blotted  out  from  Sanballat 
before  thee  :    for  they  have  provoked  thee  to  anger  and 
before  the  builders.  Tobiah 

So  built  we  the  wall ;  and  all  the  wall  was  joined  5 
together  unto  the  half  thereof:  for  the  people  had  a 
mind  to  work.  But  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  San- 
ballat, and  Tobiah,  and  the  Arabians,  and  the  Am- 
monites, and  the  Ashdodites,  heard  that  the  walls  of 
Jerusalem  were  made  up,  and  that  the  breaches  began  10 
to  be  stopped,  then  they  were  very  wroth,  and  con- 
spired all  of  them  together  to  come  and  to  fight 
against  Jerusalem,  and  to  hinder  it. 

Nevertheless  we  made  our  prayer  unto  our  God, 
and  set  a  watch  against  them  day  and  night,  because  is 
of  them.  And  Judah  said,  The  strength  of  the 
bearers  of  burdens  is  decayed,  and  there  is  much 
rubbish  ;  so  that  we  are  not  able  to  build  the  wall. 
And  our  adversaries  said,  They  shall  not  know, 
neither  see,  till  we  come  in  the  midst  among  them,  20 
and  slay  them,  and  cause  the  work  to  cease. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  the  Jews  which 
dwelt  by  them  came,  they  said  unto  us  ten  times,  From 
all  places  whence  ye  shall  return  unto  us  they  will  be 
upon  you.  25 

Therefore  set  I  in  the  lower  places  behind  the 
wall,  and  on  the  higher  places,  I  even  set  the  people 
after  their  families  with  their  swords,  their  spears,  and 
their  bows.     And  I  looked,  and  rose  up,  and  said 
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Ho<w  unto  the  nobles,  and  to  the  rulers,  and  to  the  rest  of 

Attacks  the  people,  Be  not  ye  afraid  of  them  :  remember  the 

ivere  to  Lord,  which  is  great  and  terrible,  and  fight  for  your 

be  met  brethren,  your  sons,  and  your  daughters,  your  wives, 

5  and  your  houses. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  our  enemies  heard  that 

it  was  known  unto  us,  and  God  had  brought  their 

counsel  to  nought,  that  we  returned  all  of  us  to  the 

wall,  every  one  unto  his  work.     And  it  came  to  pass 

10  from  that  time  forth,  that  the  half  of  my  servants 

wrought  in  the  work,  and  the  other  half  of  them  held 

both  the  spears,  the  shields,  and  the  bows,  and  the 

habergeons  ;   and  the  rulers  ivere  behind  all  the  house 

of  Judah.     They  which   builded   on  the  wall,  and 

13  they  that  bare  burdens,  with  those  that  laded,  every 

one  with  one  of  his  hands  wrought  in  the  work,  and 

with  the  other  hand  held  a  weapon.     For  the  builders, 

every  one  had  his  sword  girded  by  his  side,  and  so 

builded.     And  he  that  sounded  the  trumpet  ivas  by 

20  me. 

And  I  said  unto  the  nobles,  and  to  the  rulers,  and 
to  the  rest  of  the  people,  The  work  is  great  and  large, 
and  we  are  separated  upon  the  wall,  one  far  from 
another.  In  what  place  therefore  ye  hear  the  sound 
25  of  the  trumpet,  resort  ye  thither  unto  us  :  our  God 
shall  fight  for  us.  So  we  laboured  in  the  work  :  and 
half  of  them  held  the  spears  from  the  rising  of  the 
morning  till  the  stars  appeared.  Likewise  at  the 
same  time  said  1  unto  the  people,  Let  every  one  with 
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his  servant  lodge  within  Jerusalem,  that  in  the  night  Com- 
they  may  be  a  guard  to  us,  and  labour  on  the  day.  plaints 
So  neither  I,  nor  my  brethren,  nor  my  servants,  nor  against 
the  men  of  the  guard  which  followed  me,  none  of  us  the  Jews 
put  off  our  clothes,  saving  that  every  one  put  them  off  5 
for  washing. 

*  And  there  was  a  great  cry  of  the  people  and  of  their 
wives   against  their  brethren   the   Jews.     For   there 
were  that  said,  We,  our  sons,  and  our  daughters,  are 
many  :  therefore  we  take  up  corn  for  them,  that  we  10 
may  eat,  and  live.      Some  also  there  were  that  said, 
We  have  mortgaged  our  lands,  vineyards,  and  houses, 
that  we  might  buy  corn,  because  of  the  dearth.     There 
were  also  that  said,  We  have  borrowed  money  for  the 
king's  tribute,  and  that  upon  our  lands  and  vineyards.  15 
Yet  now  our  flesh  is  as  the  flesh  of  our  brethren,  our 
children  as  their  children  :    and,  lo,  we  bring  into 
bondage  our  sons  and  our  daughters  to  be  servants, 
and  some  of  our  daughters  are  brought  unto  bondage 
already  :   neither  is  it  in  our  power  to  redeem  them ;  20 
for  other  men  have  our  lands  and  vineyards. 

And  1  was  very  angry  when  I  heard  their  cry  and 
these  words.  Then  I  consulted  with  myself,  and  I 
rebuked  the  nobles,  and  the  rulers,  and  said  unto  them, 
Ye  exact  usury,  every  one  of  his  brother.  And  I  2S 
set  a  great  assembly  against  them.  And  I  said  unto 
them,  We  after  our  ability  have  redeemed  our  brethren 
the  Jews,  which  were  sold  unto  the  heathen  ;   and 
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Kehemiah  will  ye  even  sell  your  brethren  ?  or  shall  they  be  sold 
made  unto  us  ?      Then  held  they  their  peace,  and  found 
Tirshatha  nothing  to  answer.     Also  I  said,  It  is  not  good  that 
ye  do :  ought  ye  not  to  walk  in  the  fear  of  our  God 
5  because  of  the  reproach  of  the  heathen  our  enemies  ? 
I  likewise,  and  my  brethren,  and  my  servants,  might 
exact  of  them  money  and  corn :   I  pray  you,  let  us 
leave  off  this  usury.      Restore,  I  pray  you,  to  them, 
even  this  day,  their  lands,  their  vineyards,  their  olive- 
10  yards,  and  their  houses,  also  the  hundredth  part  of 
the  money,  and  of  the  corn,  the  wine,  and  the  oil, 
that  ye  exact  of  them.      Then  said  they,  We  will 
restore  tkem,  and  will  require  nothing  of  them  ;   so 
will  we  do  as  thou  sayest.      Then  I  called  the  priests, 
15  and  took  an  oath  of  them,  that  they  should  do  accord- 
ing to  this  promise.     Also  I  shook  my  lap,  and  said, 
So  God  shake  out  every  man  from  his  house,  and 
from  his  labour,  that  performeth   not  this  promise, 
even  thus  be  he  shaken  out,  and  emptied.     And  all 
20  the  congregation  said,  Amen,  and  praised  the  Lord. 
And  the  people  did  according  to  this  promise. 

Moreover  from  the  time  that  I  was  appointed  to 
be  their  governor  in  the  land  of  Judah,  from  the 
twentieth  year  even  unto  the  two  and  thirtieth  year  of 
25  Artaxerxes  the  king,  that  is,  twelve  years,  I  and  my 
brethren  have  not  eaten  the  bread  of  the  governor. 
But  the  former  governors  that  had  been  before  me 
were  chargeable  unto  the  people,  and  had  taken  of 
them  bread  and  wine,  beside  forty  shekels  of  silver ; 
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yea,  even  their  servants  bare  rule  over  the  people :  San- 
but  so  did  not  I,  because  of  the  fear  of  God.     Yea,  ballads 
also  I  continued   in   the  work   of  this  wall,  neither  Schemes  to 
bought    we    any    land :    and    all    my    servants    were  hinder  the 
gathered    thither    unto    the   work.      Moreover    there  Work 
were  at  my  table  an  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  Jews  and 
rulers,  beside  those  that  came  unto  us  from  among  the 
heathen   that   are  about   us.      Now  that  which  was 
prepared  for  me  daily   <zuas  one  ox  and  six  choice 
sheep  ;  also  fowls  were  prepared  for  me,  and  once  in  10 
ten  days  store  of  all  sorts  of  wine  :  yet  for  all  this 
required  not  I  the  bread  of  the  governor,  because  the 
bondage  was  heavy  upon  this  people.      Think  upon 
me,  my  God,  for  good,  according  to  all  that  I  have 
done  for  this  people.  15 

*  Now  it  came  to  pass,  when  Sanballat,  and  Tobiah, 
and  Geshem  the  Arabian,  and  the  rest  of  our  enemies, 
heard  that  I  had  builded  the  wall,  and  that  there  was 
no  breach  left  therein  ;  (though  at  that  time  I  had. 
not  set  up  the  doors  upon  the  gates  ;)  that  Sanballat  20 
and  Geshem  sent  unto  me,  saying,  Come,  let  us  meet 
together  in  some  one  of  the  villages  in  the  plain  of  Ono. 
But  they  thought  to  do  me  mischief.  And  I  sent 
messengers  unto  them,  saying,  I  am  doing  a  great 
work,  so  that  I  cannot  come  down  :  why  should  the  25 
work  cease,  whilst  I  leave  it,  and  come  down  to  you  I 
Yet  they  sent  unto  me  four  times  after  this  sort ;  and 
I  answered  them  after  the  same  manner. 
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Nehe-       Then  sent  Sanballat  his  servant  unto  me  in  like 

miah's  manner  the  fifth  time  with  an  open  letter  in  his  hand  ; 

Courage  wherein  tvas  written,  It  is  reported  among  the  heathen, 

and  Gashmu  saith  //,  that  thou  and  the  Jews  think  to 

5  rebel :  for  which  cause  thou  buildest  the  wall,  that 

thou  mayest  be  their  king,  according  to  these  words. 

And  thou  hast  also  appointed  prophets  to  preach  of 

thee  at  Jerusalem,  saying,  There  is  a  king  in  Judah  : 

and  now  shall  it  be  reported  to  the  king  according  to 

10  these  words.  Come  now  therefore,  and  let  us  take 
counsel  together.  Then  I  sent  unto  him,  saying, 
There  are  no  such  things  done  as  thou  sayest,  but 
thou  feignest  them  out  of  thine  own  heart.  For  they 
all    made    us    afraid,  saying,  Their   hands    shall    be 

15  weakened  from  the  work,  that  it  be  not  done.  Now 
therefore,  O  God,  strengthen  my  hands. 

Afterward  I  came  unto  the  house  of  Shemaiah  the 
son  of  Delaiah  the  son  of  Mehetabeel,  who  was  shut 
up  ;  and  he  said,  Let  us  meet  together  in  the  house 

20  of  God,  within  the  temple,  and  let  us  shut  the  doors 
of  the  temple  :  for  they  will  come  to  slay  thee  ;  yea, 
in  the  night  will  they  come  to  slay  thee.  And  I  said, 
Should  such  a  man  as  I  flee  ?  and  who  is  there,  that, 
being  as  I  am,  would  go  into  the  temple  to  save  his 

25  life  ?  I  will  not  go  in.  And,  lo,  I  perceived  that 
God  had  not  sent  him  ;  but  that  he  pronounced  this 
prophecy  against  me :  for  Tobiah  and  Sanballat  had 
hired  him.  Therefore  was  he  hired,  that  I  should 
be  afraid,  and  do  so,  and  sin,  and  that  they  might 
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have  matter  for  an  evil  report,  that  they  might  re-  Com- 
proach  me.      My  God,  think  thou  upon  Tobiah  and  pktlon  of 
Sanballat  according  to  these  their  works,  and  on  the  the  Wall 
prophetess  Noadiah,  and  the  rest  of  the  prophets,  that 
would  have  put  me  in  fear.  5 

— * — 
So  the  wall  was  finished  in  the  twenty  and  fifth 
day  of  the  month  Elul,  in  fifty  and  two  days.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  that  when  all  our  enemies  heard  thereof 
and  all  the  heathen  that  were  about  us  saw  these  things, 
they  were  much  cast  down  in  their  own  eyes :  for  10 
they  perceived  that  this  work  was  wrought  of  our 
God.  Moreover  in  those  days  the  nobles  of  Judah 
sent  many  letters  unto  Tobiah,  and  the  letters  of 
Tobiah  came  unto  them.  For  there  were  many  in 
Judah  sworn  unto  him,  because  he  ivas  the  son  in  law  15 
of  Shechaniah  the  son  of  Arah  ;  and  his  son  Johanan 
had  taken  the  daughter  of  Meshullam  the  son  of 
Berechiah.  Also  they  reported  his  good  deeds 
before  me,  and  uttered  my  words  to  him.  And 
Tobiah  sent  letters  to  put  me  in   fear.  20 

— «- — 
*  Now  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  wall  was  built,  and 
I  had  set  up  the  doors,  and  the  porters  and  the  singers 
and  the  Levites  were  appointed,  that  I  gave  my 
brother  Hanani,  and  Hananiah  the  ruler  of  the 
palace,  charge  over  Jerusalem  :  for  he  ivas  a  faithful  25 
man,  and  feared  God  above  many.  And  I  said  unto 
them,  Let  not  the  gates  of  Jerusalem  be  opened  until 
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The  City  the  sun  be  hot ;  and  while  they  stand  by,  let  them 

greats  the  shut  the  doors,  and  bar  tkem  :  and  appoint  watches 

People  of  the   inhabitants    of  Jerusalem,    every   one   in   his 

few  watch,  and  every  one  to  be  over  against  his  house. 

5       Now  the  city  nvas  large  and  great  :   but  the  people 

were  few  therein,  and  the  houses  were  not  builded. 

And  my  God  put  into  mine  heart  to  gather  together 

the  nobles,  and  the  rulers,  and  the  people,  that  they 

might  be  reckoned  by  genealogy.     And  I  found   a 

io  register  of  the  genealogy  of  them  which  came  up  at 

the  first,  and  found  written  therein : 

*  These  are  the  children  of  the  province,  that  went 

up  out  of  the  captivity,  of  those  that  h^i  been  carried 

away,  whom  Nebuchadnezzar  the  king  of  Babylon  had 

15  carried  away,  and  came  again  to  Jerusalem  and  to  Judah, 

every  one  unto  his  city  ;  who  came  with  Zerubbabel, 

Jeshua,  Nehemiah,  Azariah,  Raamiah,  Nahamani,  Mor- 

decai,  Bilshan,  Mispereth,  Bigvai,  Nehum,  Baanah. 

'  The  number,  /  say,  of  the  men  of  the  people  of 

20  Israel    <was    this :     The    children    of    Parosh,    two 

thousand  an  hundred  seventy  and  two.     The  children 

of  Shephatiah,  three  hundred  seventy  and  two.     The 

children     of    Arah,   six    hundred    fifty    and    two. 

The  children   of  Pahath-moab,   of  the  children   of 

25  Jeshua  and  Joab,   two  thousand  and  eight  hundred 

and  eighteen.      The  children  of  Elam,  a  thousand 

two  hundred  fifty  and  four.      The  children  of  Zattu, 

eight    hundred    forty    and    five.      The     children    of 

Zaccai,     seven     hundred     and     threescore.        The 
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children    of   Binnui,   six    hundred    forty   and    eight.  Number 
The    children    of   Bebai,   six    hundred    twenty   and  of  the 
eight.     The  children  of  Azgad,  two  thousand  three  Families 
hundred  twenty  and  two.      The  children  of  Adoni-  of  the 
kam,    six    hundred    threescore     and    seven.       The  Jews 
children    of  Bigvai,    two    thousand    threescore    and 
seven       The  children  of  Adin,  six  hundred  fifty  and 
five.      The   children   of  Ater   of  Hezekiah,   ninety 
and  eight.      The  children  of  Hashum,  three  hundred 
twenty   and   eight.     The   children    of   Bezai,   three  10 
hundred  twenty  and  four.      The  children  of  Hariph, 
an  hundred  and  twelve.      The  children  of  Gibeon, 
ninety    and    five.      The    men    of    Beth-lehem    and 
Netophah,   an  hundred    fourscore  and  eight.     The 
men    of  Anathoth,    an    hundred  twenty   and  eight.  15 
The   men  of  Beth-azmaveth,  forty  and  two.     The 
men    of   Kirjath-jearim,    Chephirah,    and    Beeroth, 
seven  hundred  forty  and  three.      The  men  of  Ramah 
and  Gaba,  six  hundred  twenty  and  one.      The  men 
of  Michmas,  an  hundred  and  twenty  and  two.     The  20 
men  of  Beth-el  and  Ai,  an  hundred  twenty  and  three. 
The  men  of  the  other  Nebo,  fifty  and  two.     The 
children  of  the  other  Elam,  a  thousand  two  hundred 
fifty   and   four.      The    children    of    Harim,    three 
hundred  and  twenty.     The  children  of  Jericho,  three  25 
hundred    forty    and    five.      The    children   of   Lod, 
Hadid,  and   Ono,   seven   hundred  twenty  and  one. 
The  children  of  Senaah,  three  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  thirty. 
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Number      « The  priests :     the  children   of  Jedaiah,    of  the 

of  the  house  of  Jeshua,    nine   hundred   seventy  and    three. 

Families  The  children  of  Immer,  a  thousand  fifty  and  two. 

of  the  The   children    of  Pashur,  a   thousand  two  hundred 

Jews  forty  and  seven.     The  children  of  Harira,  a  thousand 

and  seventeen. 

'The     Levites:      the    children    of    Jeshua,     of 

Kadmiel,  and  of  the  children  of  Hodevah,  seventy 

and  four.     The  singers  :  the  children  of  Asaph,  an 

10  hundred  forty  and  eight.      The  porters  :  the  children 

of  Shallum,  the   children   of  Ater,  the   children  of 

Talmon,  the  children  of  Akkub,  the  children  of  Hatita, 

the  children  of  Shobai,  an  hundred  thirty  and  eight. 

*  The    Nethinims :     the    children    of    Ziha,     the 

15  children  of  Hashupha,  the  children  of  Tabbaoth,  the 

children  of  Keros,  the  children  of  Sia,  the  children 

of  Padon,   the  children  of  Lebana,  the  children  of 

Hagaba,   the   children  of  Shalmai,  the   children   of 

Hanan,    the    children    of  Giddel,    the    children    of 

20  Gahar,  the  children  of  Reaiah,  the  children  of  Rezin, 

the  children  of  Nekoda,  the  children  of  Gazzam,  the 

children    of  Uzza,    the    children    of  Phaseah,    the 

children    of   Besai,    the    children    of   Meunim,    the 

children   of  Nephishesim,   the   children   of  Bakbuk, 

25  the   children   of  Hakupha,  the   children  of  Harhur, 

the  children  of  Bazlith,  the  children  of  Mehida,  the 

children   of   Harsha,    the    children    of   Barkos,    the 

children    of   Sisera,    the    children    of    Tamah,    the 

children  of  Neziah,  the  children  of  Hatipha. 
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*  The  children  of  Solomon's  servants :  the  children  Number 
of  Sotai,  the  children  of  Sophereth,  the  children  of  of  the 
Perida,  the  children  of  Jaala,  the  children  of  Darkon,  Families 
the  children  of  Giddel,  the  children  of  Shephatiah,  of  the 
the  children  of  Hattil,  the  children  of  Pochereth  of  Jews 
Zebaim,  the  children  of  Amon.     All  the  Nethinims, 

and  the  children  of  Solomon's  servants,  were  three 
hundred  ninety  and  two. 

*  And  these  were  they  which  went  up  also  from 
Tel-melah,  Tel-haresha,  Cherub,  Addon,  and  10 
Immer :  but  they  could  not  shew  their  father's 
house,  nor  their  seed,  whether  they  were  of  Israel. 
The  children  of  Delaiah,  the  children  of  Tobiah, 
the  children  of  Nekoda,  six  hundred  forty  and  two. 

*  And  of  the  priests  :  the  children  of  Habaiah,  15 
the  children  of  Koz,  the  children  of  Barzillai,  which 
took  one  of  the  daughters  of  Barzillai  the  Gileadite 
to  wife,  and  was  called  after  their  name.  These 
sought  their  register  among  those  that  were  reckoned 
by  genealogy,  but  it  was  not  found  :  therefore  were  2o 
they,  as  polluted,  put  from  the  priesthood.  And  the 
Tirshatha  said  unto  them,  that  they  should  not  eat 
of  the  most  holy  things,  till  there  stood  up  a  priest 
with  Urim  and  Thummim. 

*  The  whole  congregation  together  was  forty  and  25 
two   thousand  three  hundred  and  threescore,  beside 
their   manservants  and  their  maidservants,  of  whom 
there  were  seven  thousand  three  hundred  thirty  and 
seven  :   and   they  had  two   hundred   forty  and  five 
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Ezra  singing  men  and  singing  women.     Their  horses,  seven 
brings  in  hundred  thirty  and  six  :    their  mules,  two  hundred 
the  Laiv  forty  and  five  :  their  camels,  four  hundred  thirty  and 
five :   six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  asses. 
5  And  some  of  the  chief  of  the  fathers  gave  unto  the 
work.     The    Tirshatha    gave    to     the    treasure    a 
thousand  drams   of  gold,  fifty  basons,  five  hundred 
and  thirty  priests'  garments.     And  some  of  the  chief 
of  the  fathers  gave  to  the  treasure  of  the  work  twenty 
10  thousand  drams  of  gold,  and  two  thousand  and  two 
hundred  pound  of  silver.     And  that  which  the  rest 
of  the   people  gave  ivas  twenty  thousand  drams  of 
gold,  and  two  thousand  pound  of  silver,  and  three- 
score and  seven  priests'  garments.      So   the  priests, 
15  and  the    Levites,  and  the  porters,  and  the  singers, 
and  some  of  the  people,  and  the  Nethinims,  and  all 
Israel,  dwelt  in  their  cities.     And  when  the  seventh 
month    came,   the   children   of  Israel   were  in   their 

cities.' 

— *■ — 

20  *  And  all  the  people  gathered  themselves  together 
as  one  man  into  the  street  that  ivas  before  the  water 
gate  ;  and  they  spake  unto  Ezra  the  scribe  to  bring 
the  book  of  the  law  of  Moses,  which  the  Lord  had 
commanded  to  Israel.     And  Ezra  the  priest  brought 

25  the  law  before  the   congregation  both  of  men  and 

women,  and  all  that  could  hear  with  understanding, 

upon  the  first  day  of  the  seventh  month.     And  he 

read  therein  before  the  street  that  ivas   before  the 
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water  gate  from  the  morning  until  mid-day,  before  Ezra 
the  men  and  the  women,  and  those  that  could  under-  reads  the 
stand ;   and  the  ears  of  all  the  people  tuere  attentive  Law 
unto   the   book   of  the   law.     And  Ezra  the  scribe 
stood  upon  a  pulpit  of  wood,  which  they  had  made  5 
for  the  purpose  ;    and  beside  him  stood  Mattithiah, 
and  Shema,  and  Anaiah,  and  Urijah,  and  Hilkiah, 
and   Maaseiah,  on  his  right  hand ;    and  on  his  left 
hand,    Pedaiah,    and    Mishael,    and    Malchiah,    and 
Hashum,and  Hashbadana,  Zechariah,  aWMeshullam.  10 
And    Ezra   opened  the  book  in  the  sight  of  all  the 
people  ;  (for  he  was  above  all  the  people;)  and  when 
he   opened   it,   all   the   people  stood   up :   and    Ezra 
blessed  the   Lord,  the  great    God.     And    all    the 
people  answered,  Amen,  Amen,  with  lifting  up  their  15 
hands  :  and  they  bowed  their  heads,  and  worshipped 
the   Lord  with  their   faces    to    the   ground.     Also 
Jeshua,   and   Bani,   and    Sherebiah,   Jamin,   Akkub, 
Shabbethai,    Hodijah,    Maaseiah,    Kelita,    Azariah, 
Jozabad,    Hanan,    Pelaiah,  and   the   Levites,  caused  20 
the  people  to  understand  the  law  :    and  the  people 
stood  in  their  place.      So  they  read  in  the  book  in 
the  law  of  God  distinctly,  and  gave  the  sense,  and 
caused  them  to  understand  the  reading. 

And  Nehemiah,  which  is  the  Tirshatha,  and  Ezra  25 
the  priest  the  scribe,  and  the  Levites  that  taught  the 
people,  said  unto  all  the   people,  This  day  is  holy 
unto  the   Lord  your   God ;  mourn  not,  nor  weep. 
(For  all  the  people  wept,  when  they  heard  the  words 
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An  Holy  of  the   law. )      Then  he   said  unto  them,  Go  your 

Feast  way,   eat   the  fat,   and  drink   the   sweet,   and    send 

Day  portions  unto  them  for  whom  nothing  is  prepared  : 

for  this  day  is  holy  unto  our   Lord :  neither  be  ye 

5  sorry ;    for   the  joy  of  the  Lord  is  your  strength. 

So  the  Levites  stilled  all  the  people,  saying,  Hold 

your    peace,    for    the  day  is  holy ;    neither    be    ye 

grieved.     And  all  the  people  went  their  way  to  eat, 

and  to  drink,  and  to  send  portions,  and  to  make  great 

10  mirth,  because  they  had  understood  the  words  that 

were  declared  unto  them. 

And  on  the  second  day  were  gathered  together 
the  chief  of  the  fathers  of  all  the  people,  the  priests, 
and  the  Levites,  unto  Ezra  the  scribe,  even  to  under- 
15  stand  the  words  of  the  law.  And  they  found  written 
in  the  law  which  the  Lord  had  commanded  by 
Moses,  that  the  children  of  Israel  should  dwell  in 
booths  in  the  feast  of  the  seventh  month  :  and  that 
they  should  publish  and  proclaim  in  all  their  cities, 
20  and  in  Jerusalem,  saying,  Go  forth  unto  the  mount, 
and  fetch  olive  branches,  and  pine  branches,  and 
myrtle  branches,  and  palm  branches,  and  branches  of 
thick  trees,  to  make  booths,  as  it  is  written. 

So  the  people  went  forth,  and  brought  them,  and 
25  made  themselves  booths,  every  one  upon  the  roof  of 
his  house,  and  in  their  courts,  and  in  the  courts  of 
the  house  of  God,  and  in  the  street  of  the  water 
gate,  and  in  the  street  of  the  gate  of  Ephraim.  And 
all  the  congregation  of  them  that  were  come  again 
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out  of  the  captivity  made  booths,  and  sat  under  the  The  Jenvs 
booths  :  for  since  the  days  of  Jeshua  the  son  of  Nun  separated 
unto  that  day  had  not  the  children  of  Israel  done  so.  from 
And  there  was  very  great  gladness.     Also  day  by  Strangers 
day,  from  the  first  day  unto  the  last  day,  he  read  in  5 
the  book  of  the   law  of  God.     And  they  kept  the 
feast  seven  days ;    and  on   the    eighth    day   was    a 
solemn  assembly,  according  unto  the  manner. 

— «- — 
*  Now  in  the  twenty  and  fourth  day  of  this  month 
the  children  of  Israel  were  assembled  with  fasting,  IO 
and  with  sackclothes,  and  earth  upon  them.     And 
the    seed    of  Israel    separated    themselves    from    all 
strangers,  and  stood  and  confessed  their  sins,  and  the 
iniquities  of  their  fathers.     And   they   stood   up   in 
their  place,  and  read  in  the  book  of  the  law  of  the  15 
Lord   their   God  one  fourth  part  of  the  day  ;    and 
another  fourth  part  they  confessed,  and  worshipped 
the  Lord  their  God. 

Then  stood  up  upon  the  stairs,  of  the  Levites, 
Jeshua,  and  Bani,  Kadmiel,  Shebaniah,  Bunni,  2o 
Sherebiah,  Bani,  and  Chenani,  and  cried  with  a  loud 
voice  unto  the  Lord  their  God.  Then  the  Levites, 
Jeshua,  and  Kadmiel,  Bani,  Hashabniah,  Sherebiah, 
Hodijah,  Shebaniah,  and  Pethahiah,  said,  *  Stand  up 
and  bless  the  Lord  your  God  for  ever  and  ever  :  25 
and  blessed  be  thy  glorious  name,  which  is  exalted 
above  all  blessing  and  praise. 

'Thou,  even  thou,  art    Lord  alone;    thou  hast 
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The  made  heaven,  the  heaven  of  heavens,  with  all  their 

Prayer  of  host,  the  earth,  and  all  things  that  are  therein,  the 

the  Levites  seas,  and  all  that  is  therein,  and  thou  preservest  them 

all ;  and  the  host  of  heaven  worshippeth  thee.     Thou 

s  art  the   Lord  the   God,  who  didst  choose  Abram, 

and  broughtest  him  forth  out  of  Ur  of  the  Chaldees, 

and  gavest  him  the  name  of  Abraham  ;   and  foundest 

his  heart  faithful  before  thee,  and  madest  a  covenant 

with   him   to   give   the   land  of  the  Canaanites,  the 

10  Hittites,  the  Amorites,  and  the  Perizzites,  and  the 
Jebusites,  and  the  Girgashites,  to  give  it,  I  say,  to 
his  seed,  and  hast  performed  thy  words  ;  for  thou 
art  righteous :  and  didst  see  the  affliction  of  our 
fathers  in  Egypt,  and  heardest  their  cry  by  the  Red 

15  sea  ;  and  shewedst  signs  and  wonders  upon  Pharaohj 
and  on  all  his  servants,  and  on  all  the  people  of  his 
land :  for  thou  knewest  that  they  dealt  proudly 
against  them.  So  didst  thou  get  thee  a  name,  as  it 
is  this  day.     And  thou  didst  divide  the  sea  before 

20  them,  so  that  they  went  through  the  midst  of  the  sea 
on  the  dry  land  ;  and  their  persecutors  thou  threwest 
into  the  deeps,  as  a  stone  into  the  mighty  waters. 
Moreover  thou  leddest  them  in  the  day  by  a  cloudy 
pillar  ;   and  in  the  night  by  a  pillar  of  fire,  to  give 

25  them  light  in  the  way  wherein  they  should  go. 
Thou  earnest  down  also  upon  mount  Sinai,  and 
spakest  with  them  from  heaven,  and  gavest  them 
right  judgments,  and  true  laws,  good  statutes  and 
commandments :   and  madest  known  unto  them  thy 
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holy    sabbath,     and     command edst     them    precepts,  The 
statutes,  and  laws,  by  the  hand  of  Moses  thy  servant :  Prayer  of 
and  gavest  them  bread  from  heaven  for  their  hunger,  theLevitet 
and  broughtest  forth  water  for  them  out  of  the  rock 
for  their  thirst,  and  promisedst  them  that  they  should  5 
go  in  to  possess  the  land  which  thou  hadst  sworn  to 
give  them.      But  they  and  our  fathers  dealt  proudly, 
and  hardened  their  necks,  and  hearkened  not  to  thy 
commandments,  and  refused  to  obey,   neither  were 
mindful  of  thy  wonders  that  thou  didst  among  them  ;  10 
but  hardened  their  necks,  and  in  their  rebellion  ap- 
pointed a  captain  to  return  to  their  bondage :   but 
thou    art   a    God    ready   to    pardon,    gracious    and 
merciful,  slow  to  anger,  and  of  great  kindness,  and 
forsookest  them   not.     Yea,    when   they   had    made  15 
them  a  molten  calf,  and  said,  This  is  thy  God  that 
brought  thee  up  out  of  Egypt,  and  had  wrought  great 
provocations  ;  yet  thou  in  thy  manifold  mercies  for- 
sookest them  not  in  the  wilderness  :  the  pillar  of  the 
cloud  departed  not  from  them  by  day,  to  lead  them  20 
in  the  way  ;  neither  the  pillar   of  fire  by  night,  to 
shew  them  light,  and  the  way  wherein  they  should 

*  Thou  gavest  also  thy  good  spirit  to  instruct 
them,  and  withheldest  not  thy  manna  from  their  25 
mouth,  and  gavest  them  water  for  their  thirst.  Yea, 
forty  years  didst  thou  sustain  them  in  the  wilderness, 
so  that  they  lacked  nothing  ;  their  clothes  waxed  not 
old,    and    their    feet    swelled    not.     Moreover    thou 
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The  gavest  them  kingdoms  and  nations,  and  didst  dividt 

Prayer  o/'them   into    corners :    so   they   possessed   the  land   o 

the  Lev'ttes  Sihon,  and  the  land  of  the  king  of  Heshbon,  and  th< 

land  of  Og   king   of  Bashan.      Their   children   alsc 

5  multipliedst     thou    as     the     stars     of    heaven,    anc 

broughtest  them    into    the    land,    concerning    which 

thou  hadst  promised  to  their  fathers,  that  they  shoulc 

go  in  to   possess  it.     So   the  children  went  in   anc 

possessed  the   land,  and  thou  subduest  before  therr 

10  the  inhabitants  of  the  land,  the  Canaanites,  and  gaves' 
them  into  their  hands,  with  their  kings,  and  tht 
people  of  the  land,  that  they  might  do  with  them  a: 
they  would.  And  they  took  strong  cities,  and  a  fa' 
land,  and  possessed  houses  full  of  all    goods,  well; 

15  digged,  vineyards,  and  oliveyards,  and  fruit  trees  ir 
abundance :  so  they  did  eat,  and  were  filled,  anc 
became  fat,  and  delighted  themselves  in  thy  greai 
goodness. 

*  Nevertheless  they  were  disobedient,  and  rebellec 

20  against  thee,  and  cast  thy  law  behind  their  backs 
and  slew  thy  prophets  which  testified  against  them  tc 
turn  them  to  thee,  and  they  wrought  great  provoca- 
tions. Therefore  thou  deliveredst  them  into  the 
hand  of  their  enemies,  who  vexed  them  :  and  in  tht 

25  time  of  their  trouble,  when  they  cried  unto  thee 
thou  heardest  them  from  heaven  ;  and  according  tc 
thy  manifold  mercies  thou  gavest  them  saviours,  whc 
saved  them  out  of  the  hand  of  their  enemies.  Bu 
after  they  had  rest,  they  did  evil  again  before  thee 
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lerefore    leftest    thou   them    in    the   hand    of  their  The 

nemies,  so  that  they  had  the  dominion  over  them :  Prayer  of 

et  when  they  returned,  and  cried  unto  thee,  thou  the  Levites 

eardest   them  from   heaven  ;  and   many  times  didst 

iou  deliver  them  according  to   thy    mercies  ;    and  5 

?stifiedst  against  them,  that  thou  mightest  bring  them 

gain   unto  thy  law :    yet  they    dealt    proudly,   and 

earkened  not  unto  thy  commandments,  but  sinned 

gainst  thy  judgments,  (which  if  a  man  do,  he  shall 

ve    in    them;)    and    withdrew    the    shoulder,   and  10 

ardened    their    neck,    and    would    not  hear.       Yet 

iany  years  didst  thou  forbear  them,  and  testifiedst 

gainst   them    by    thy    spirit    in    thy    prophets :    yet 

/ould  they  not  give  ear  :  therefore  gavest  thou  them 

ito  the  hand  of  the  people  of  the  lands.     Never-  15 

heless  for  thy  great   mercies'    sake   thou  didst  not 

tterly   consume  them,  nor  forsake  them  ;  for  thou 

rt  a  gracious  and.  merciful  God. 

i  Now  therefore,  our  God,  the  great,  the  mighty, 
nd  the  terrible  God,  who  keepest  covenant  and  20 
nercy,  let  not  ail  the  trouble  seem  little  before  thee, 
hat  hath  come  upon  us,  on  our  kings,  on  our  princes, 
nd  on  our  priests,  and  on  our  prophets,  and  on  our 
athers,  and  on  all  thy  people,  since  the  time  of  the 
Lings  of  Assyria  unto  this  day.  Howbeit  thou  art  25 
ust  in  all  that  is  brought  upon  us  ;  for  thou  hast 
lone  right,  but  we  have  done  wickedly :  neither 
lave  our  kings,  our  princes,  our  priests,  nor  our 
athers,    kept    thy    law,    nor     hearkened    unto    thy 
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The  commandments  and  thy  testimonies,  wherewith  thou 

Covenant  didst  testify  against  them.      For  they  have  not  served 

ivith  God  thee  in  their  kingdom,  and  in  thy  great  goodness  that 

thou  gavest  them,  and  in  the  large  and  fat  land  which 

5  thou  gavest  before   them,  neither  turned  they  from 

their  wicked  works. 

1  Behold,  we  are  servants  this  day,  and  for  the  land 
that  thou  gavest  unto  our  fathers  to  eat  the  fruit 
thereof  and  the  good  thereof,  behold,  we  are  servants 
10  in  it :  and  it  yieldeth  much  increase  unto  the  kings 
whom  thou  hast  set  over  us  because  of  our  sins  :  also 
they  have  dominion  over  our  bodies,  and  over  our 
cattle,  at  their  pleasure,  and  we  are  in  great  distress. 
And  because  of  all  this  we  make  a  sure  covenant,  and 
15  write  it;  and  our  princes,  Levites,  and  priests,  seal 
unto  it.y 

*  Now  those  that  sealed  'were,  Nehemiah,  the 
Tirshatha,  the  son  of  Hachaliah,  and  Zidkijah, 
Seraiah,    Azariah,     Jeremiah,      Pashur,     Amariah, 

20  Malchijah,  Hattush,  Shebaniah,  Malluch,  Harim, 
Meremoth,  Obadiah,  Daniel,  Ginnethon,  Baruch, 
Meshullam,  Abijah,  Mijamin,  Maaziah,  Bilgai, 
Shemaiah :  these  were  the  priests.  And  the 
Levites  :  both   Jeshua   the   son  of  Azaniah,   Binnui 

25  of    the     sons     of    Henadad,    Kadmiel  ;     and    their 

brethren,     Shebaniah,     Hodijah,     Kelita,     Pelaiah, 

Hanan,  Micha,   Rehob,   Hashabiah,  Zaccur,  Shere- 

biah,    Shebaniah,     Hodijah,     Bani,     Beninu.       The 
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chief  of  the  people ;   Parosh,   Pahath-moab,   Elam,  The 
Zatthu,     Bani,     Bunni,     Azgad,    Bebai,     Adonijah,  Covenant 
Bigvai,    Adin,    Ater,    Hizkijah,    Azzur,    Hodijah,  with  God 
Hashum,    Bezai,    Hariph,   Anathoth,   Nebai,    Mag- 
piash,     Meshullam,     Hezir,     Meshezabeel,     Zadok,  5 
Jaddua,  Pelatiah,   Hanan,   Anaiah,  Hoshea,   Hana- 
niah,  Hashub,  Hallohesh,  Pileha,   Shobek,   Rehum, 
Hashabnah,   Maaseiah,  and  Ahijah,    Hanan,  Anan, 
Malluch,  Harim,  Baanah. 

And    the    rest    of    the  people,    the    priests,    the  10 
Levites,  the  porters,  the  singers,  the  Nethinims,  and 
all    they    that    had    separated    themselves    from    the 
people  of  the  lands  unto  the  law  of  God,  their  wives, 
their  sons,   and    their  daughters,   every  one    having 
knowledge,  and  having  understanding  ;  they  clave  to  15 
their  brethren,  their  nobles,  and  entered  into  a  curse, 
and  into  an  oath,  to  walk  in  God's  law,  which  was 
given  by  Moses  the  servant  of  God,  and  to  observe 
and  do  all  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  our  Lord, 
and   his   judgments    and  his  statutes  ;    and   that   we  20 
would  not  give  our  daughters  unto  the  people  of  the 
land,  nor  take  their  daughters  for  our  sons :   and  if 
the  people  of  the  land  bring  ware  or  any  victuals  on 
the  sabbath  day  to  seil,  that  we  would  not  buy  it  of 
them  on  the  sabbath,  or  on  the  holy  day :  and  that  25 
we  would  leave  the  seventh  year,  and  the  exaction  of 
every  debt.     Also   we  made   ordinances  for  us,   to 
charge    ourselves    yearly    with    the    third   part   of  a 
shekel  for  the  service  of  the  house  of  our  God  ;  for 
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The  the  shewbread,  and  for  the  continual  meat  offering, 

Temple  and  for  the  continual  burnt  offering,  of  the  sabbaths, 

Services  of  the  new  moons,  for  the  set  feasts,  and  for  the  holy 

restored  things ,  and  for  the  sin  offerings  to  make  an  atone- 

5  ment  for  Israel,  and  for  all  the  work  of  the  house  of 

our  God. 

And    we    cast   the    lots    among   the    priests,    the 

Levites,  and  the  people,  for   the  wood  offering,  to 

bring  it  into  the  house  of  our  God,  after  the  houses 

10  of  our  fathers,  at  times  appointed  year  by  year,  to 

burn  upon  the  altar  of  the  Lord  our  God,  as  it  is 

written  in  the  law  :  and  to  bring  the  firstfruits  of  our 

ground,  and   the  firstfruits   of  all  fruit  of  all  trees, 

year  by  year,  unto  the  house  of  the  Lord  :  also  the 

15  firstborn  of  our  sons,  and  of  our  cattle,  as  it  is  written 

in  the  law,  and  the  firstlings  of  our  herds  and  of  our 

flocks,  to  bring  to  the  house  of  our  God,  unto  the 

priests  that  minister  in  the  house  of  our  God :  and 

that  we  should  bring  the  firstfruits  of  our  dough,  and 

20  our  offerings,  and  the  fruit  of  all  manner  of  trees,  of 

wine  and  of  oil,  unto  the  priests,  to  the  chambers  of 

the  house  of  our  God ;  and  the  tithes  of  our  ground 

unto  the  Levites,  that  the  same  Levites  might  have 

the  tithes  in  all  the  cities  of  our  tillage.     And  the 

25  priest  the  son  of  Aaron  shall  be  with  the  Levites, 

when  the  Levites  take  tithes  :   and  the  Levites  shall 

bring  up  the  tithe  of  the  tithes  unto  the  house  of  our 

God,  to  the  chambers,  into  the  treasure  house.     For 

the  children  of  Israel  and  the  children  of  Levi  shall 
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bring  the  offering  of  the  corn,  of  the  new  wine,  and  7^« 

the  oil,  unto  the  chambers,  where  are  the  vessels  of  Dwellers 

the  sanctuary,  and  the  priests  that  minister,  and  the  in 

porters,  and  the  singers  :  and  we  will  not  forsake  the  Jerusalem 

house  of  our  God.  5 

— ■#— — 

*  And  the  rulers  of  the  people  dwelt  at  Jerusalem  : 
the  rest  of  the  people  also  cast  lots,  to  bring  one  of 
ten  to  dwell  in  Jerusalem  the  holy  city,  and  nine 
parts  to  divell  in  other  cities.  And  the  people  blessed 
all  the  men,  that  willingly  offered  themselves  to  10 
dwell  at  Jerusalem. 

Now  these  are  the  chief  of  the  province  that 
dwelt  in  Jerusalem  :  but  in  the  cities  of  Judah  dwelt 
every  one  in  his  possession  in  their  cities,  to  >wit, 
Israel,  the  priests,  and  the  Levites,  and  the  15 
Nethinims,  and  the  children  of  Solomon's  servants. 
And  at  Jerusalem  dwelt  certain  of  the  children  of 
Judah,  and  of  the  children  of  Benjamin. 

Of  the  children  of  Judah  :  Athaiah  the  son  of 
Uzziah,  the  son  of  Zechariah,  the  son  of  Amariah,  20 
the  son  of  Shephatiah,  the  son  of  Mahalaleel,  of  the 
children  of  Perez  ;  and  Maaseiah  the  son  of  Baruch, 
the  son  of  Col-hozeh,  the  son  of  Hazaiah,  the  son 
of  Adaiah,  the  son  of  Joiarib,  the  son  of  Zechariah, 
the  son  of  Shiloni.  All  the  sons  of  Perez  that  25 
dwelt  at  Jerusalem  were  four  hundred  threescore  and 
eight  valiant  men. 

And  these  are   the  sons  of  Benjamin  :   Sallu  the 
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The  son    of   Meshullam,   the    son   of  Joed,   the    son    of 
Dwellers  Pedaiah,  the  son  of  Kolaiah,  the  son  of  Maaseiah, 

in  the  son  of  Ithiel,  the  son  of  Jesaiah.     And  after  him 
Jerusalem  Gabbai,    Sallai,    nine    hundred    twenty    and    eight. 

5  And  Joel  the  son  of  Zichri  ivas  their  overseer  :  and 
Judah  the  son  of  Senuah  ivas  second  over  the  city. 

Of  the  priests  :  Jedaiah  the  son  of  Joiarib,  Jachin. 
Seraiah  the  son  of  Hilkiah,  the  son  of  Meshullam, 
the  son  of  Zadok,  the  son  of  Meraioth,  the  son  of 

10  Ahitub,  ivas  the  ruler  of  the  house  of  God.  And 
their  brethren  that  did  the  work  of  the  house  were 
eight  hundred  twenty  and  two  :  and  Adaiah  the  son 
of  Jeroham,  the  son  of  Pelaliah,  the  son  of  Amzi, 
the  son  of  Zechariah,  the  son  of  Pashur,  the  son  of 

15  Malchiah,  and  his  brethren,  chief  of  the  fathers, 
two  hundred  forty  and  two  :  and  Amashai  the  son 
of  Azareel,  the  son  of  Ahasai,  the  son  of  Meshille- 
moth,  the  son  of  Immer,  and  their  brethren,  mighty 
men  of  valour,  an  hundred  twenty  and  eight :  and 

20  their  overseer  ivas  Zabdiel,  the  son  of  one  of  the 
great  men. 

Also  of  the  Levites :  Shemaiah  the  son  of 
Hashub,  the  son  of  Azrikam,  the  son  of  Hashabiah, 
the  son  of  Bunni ;   and  Shabbethai  and  Jozabad,  of 

23  the  chief  of  the  Levites,  had  the  oversight  of  the 
outward  business  of  the  house  of  God.  And  Matta- 
niah  the  son  of  Micha,  the  son  of  Zabdi,  the  son  of 
Asaph,  ivas  the  principal  to  begin  the  thanksgiving 
in  prayer :    and    Bakbukiah   the    second   among   his 
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brethren,  and  Abda  the  son  of  Shammua,  the  son  The 
of  Galal,  the  son  of  Jeduthun.      All  the  Levites  in  Dwellers 
the  holy  city  were  two  hundred  fourscore  and  four,  in  the 
Moreover   the   porters,  Akkub,    Talmon,  and   their  country 
brethren  that  kept  the  gates,  were  an  hundred  seventy  5 
and  two. 

And  the  residue  of  Israel,  of  the  priests,  and  the 
Levites,  were  in  all  the  cities  of  Judah,  every  one  in 
his  inheritance.  But  the  Nethinims  dwelt  in  Ophel  : 
and  Ziha  and  Gispa  were  over  the  Nethinims.  The  10 
overseer  also  of  the  Levites  at  Jerusalem  was  Uzzi 
the  son  of  Bani,  the  son  of  Hashabiah,  the  son  of 
Mattaniah,  the  son  of  Micha.  Of  the  sons  of 
Asaph,  the  singers  were  over  the  business  of  the 
house  of  God.  For  it  was  the  king's  command-  15 
ment  concerning  them,  that  a  certain  portion  should 
be  for  the  singers,  due  for  every  day.  And  Petha- 
hiah  the  son  of  Meshezabeel,  of  the  children  of 
Zerah  the  son  of  Judah,  was  at  the  king's  hand  in 
all  matters  concerning  the  people.  20 

And  for  the  villages,  with  their  fields,  some  of  the 
children  of  Judah  dwelt  at  Kirjatharba,  and  in  the 
villages  thereof,  and  at  Dibon,  and  in  the  villages 
thereof,  and  at  Jekabzeel,  and  in  the  villages  thereof, 
and  at  Jeshua,  and  at  Moladah,  and  at  Beth-phelet,  25 
and  at  Hazar-shual,  and  at  Beer-sheba,  and  in  the 
villages  thereof,  and  at  Ziklag,  and  at  Mekonah,  and 
in  the  villages  thereof,  and  at  Enrimmon,  and  at 
Zareah,  and  at  Jarmuth,  Zanoah,  Adullam,  and  in 
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Families  their  villages,  at  Lachish,  and  the  fields  thereof,  at 

of  the  Azekah,  and  in  the  villages  thereof.     And  they  dwelt 

Priests  from  Beer-sheba  unto  the  valley  of  Hinnom.      The 

and  children  also  of  Benjamin  from  Geba  dwelt  at  Mich- 

L suites  mash,  and  Aija,  and  Beth-el,  and  in  their  villages, 

and  at  Anathoth,   Nob,   Ananiah,   Hazor,   Ramah, 

Gittaim,  Hadid,  Zeboim,  Neballat,  Lod,  and  Ono, 

the  valley  of  craftsmen.     And  of  the  Levites  were 

divisions  in  Judah,  and  in  Benjamin. 

— * — 

10  *  Now  these  are  the   priests  and  the  Levites  that 

went  up  with  Zerubbabel  the  son  of  Shealtiel,  and 

Jeshua  :   Seraiah,  Jeremiah,  Ezra,  Amariah,  Malluch, 

Hattush,  Shechaniah,  Rehum,  Meremoth,  Iddo,  Gin- 

netho,  Abijah,  Miamin,  Maadiah,  Bilgah,  Shemaiah, 

15  and  Joiarib,  Jedaiah,  Sallu,  Amok,  Hilkiah,  Jedaiah. 

These    ivere  the    chief  of  the   priests   and   of  their 

brethren  in  the  days  of  Jeshua. 

Moreover  the  Levites :   Jeshua,  Binnui,  Kadmiel, 

Sherebiah,  Judah,  and  Mattaniah,  which  was  over  the 

20  thanksgiving,  he  and  his  brethren.     Also  Bakbukiah 

and  Unni,  their  brethren,  ivere  over  against  them  in 

the  watches. 

And  Jeshua  begat   Joiakim,   Joiakim    also    begat 
Eliashib,  and  Eliashib  begat  Joiada,  and  Joiada  begat 
25  Jonathan,  and  Jonathan  begat  Jaddua. 

And  in  the  days  of  Joiakim  were  priests,  the  chief  of 
the    fathers :     of   Seraiah,    Meraiah ;     of    Jeremiah, 
Hananiah  ;  of  Ezra,  Meshullam  ;  of  Amariah,  Jeho- 
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hanan  ;  of  Melicu,  Jonathan  ;  of  Shebaniah,  Joseph  ;  Levites 
of  Harim,  Adna  ;    of  Meraioth,  Helkai ;    of  Iddo,  brought 
Zechariah  ;  of  Ginnethon,  Meshullam  ;    of  Abijah,  to  Jeru- 
Zichri ;  of  Miniamin,  of  Moadiah,  Piltai ;   of  Bilgah,  salem 
Shammua  ;  of  Shemaiah,  Jehonathan  ;  and  of  Joiarib,  5 
Mattenai ;   of  Jedaiah,  Uzzi ;    of  Sallai,   Kallai  ;   of 
Amok,  Eber  ;  of  Hilkiah,  Hashabiah  ;   of  Jedaiah, 
Nethaneel. 

The  Levites  in  the  days  of  Eliashib,  Joiada,  and 
Johanan,   and  Jaddua,    were  recorded   chief  of   the  IO 
fathers  :  also  the  priests,  to  the  reign  of  Darius  the 
Persian.      The  sons  of  Levi,  the  chief  of  the  fathers, 
were  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles,  even  until 
the  days  of  Johanan  the  son  of  Eliashib.     And  the 
chief   of  the    Levites :    Hashabiah,    Sherebiah,  and  15 
Jeshua  the  son  of  Kadmiel,  with  their  brethren  over 
against  them,  to  praise  and  to  give  thanks,  according 
to  the  commandment  of  David  the  man  of  God,  ward 
over     against    ward.      Mattaniah,    and     Bakbukiah, 
Obadiah,  Meshullam,  Talmon,  Akkub,  were  porters  20 
keeping   the   ward  at   the    thresholds   of  the   gates. 
These  were  in  the  days  of  Joiakim  the  son  of  Jeshua, 
the  son  of  Jozadak,  and  in  the  days  of  Nehemiah  the 
governor,  and  of  Ezra  the  priest,  the  scribe. 
— *• — 

And  at  the   dedication  of  the  wall  of  Jerusalem  2g 
they  sought  the  Levites  out  of  all  their  places,  to 
bring  them  to  Jerusalem,  to  keep  the  dedication  with 
gladness,  both  with  thanksgivings,  and  with  singing, 
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Companies  'with  cymbals,  psalteries,  and  with  harps.     And  the 

of  sons  of  the  singers  gathered  themselves  together,  both 

Thanh-  out  of  the  plain  country  round  about  Jerusalem,  and 

givers  from  the  villages  of  Netophathi ;   also  from  the  house 

5  of  Gilgal,  and  out  of  the  fields  of  Geba  and  Azma- 

veth  :  for  the  singers  had  builded  them  villages  round 

about  Jerusalem.     And  the  priest  and  the  Levites 

purified  themselves,  and  purified  the  people,  and  the 

gates,  and  the  wall. 

10  Then  I  brought  up  the  princes  of  Judah  upon  the 
wall,  and  appointed  two  great  companies  of  them  that 
gave  thanks,  whereof  one  went  on  the  right  hand  upon 
the  wall  toward  the  dung  gate  :  and  after  them  went 
Hoshaiah,   and   half  of  the   princes   of  Judah,    and 

15  Azariah,  Ezra,  and  Meshullam,  Judah,  and  Benjamin, 
and  Shemaiah,  and  Jeremiah,  and  certain  of  the  priests' 
sons  with  trumpets  ;  namely,  Zechariah  the  son  of 
Jonathan,  the  son  of  Shemaiah,  the  son  of  Mattaniah, 
the  son  of  Michaiah,  the  son  of  Zaccur,  the  son  of 

20  Asaph  :  and  his  brethren,  Shemaiah,  and  Azarael, 
Milalai,  Gilalai,  Maai,  Nethaneel,  and  Judah,  Hanani, 
with  the  musical  instruments  of  David  the  man  of 
God,  and  Ezra  the  scribe  before  them.  And  at  the 
fountain  gate,  which  was  over  against  them,  they  went 

25  up  by  the  stairs  of  the  city  of  David,  at  the  going  up 
of  the  wall,  above  the  house  of  David,  even  unto  the 
water  gate  eastward.  And  the  other  company  of  them 
that  gave  thanks  went  over  against  them,  and  I  after 
them,  and  the  half  of  the  people  upon  the  wall,  from 
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beyond  the  tower  of  the  furnaces  even  unto  the  broad  Further 
wall ;  and  from  above  the  gate  of  Ephraim,  and  above  Regula- 
the  old  gate,  and  above  the  fish  gate,  and  the  tower  of  tion  of  the 
Hananeel,  and  the  tower  of  Meah,  even   unto   the  Services 
sheep  gate  :     and  they  stood  still  in  the  prison  gate,  s 

So  stood  the  two  companies  of  them  that  gave  thanks 
in  the  house  of  God,  and  I,  and  the  half  of  the  rulers 
with  me :  and  the  priests ;  Eliakim,  Maaseiah, 
Miniamin,  Michaiah,  Elioenai,  Zechariah,  and  Han- 
aniah,  with  trumpets  ;  and  Maaseiah,  and  Shemaiah,  10 
and  Eleazar,  and  Uzzi,  and  Jehohanan,  and  Mal- 
chijah,  and  Elam,  and  Ezer.  And  the  singers  sang 
loud,  with  Jezrahiah  their  overseer.  Also  that  day 
they  offered  great  sacrifices,  and  rejoiced :  for  God 
had  made  them  rejoice  with  great  joy :  the  wives  15 
also  and  the  children  rejoiced :  so  that  the  joy  of 
Jerusalem  was  heard  even  afar  off. 

And  at  that  time  were  some  appointed  over  the 
chambers  for  the  treasures,  for  the  offerings,  for  the 
firstfruits,  and  for  the  tithes,  to  gather  into  them  out  20 
of  the  fields  of  the  cities  the  portions  of  the  law  for 
the  priests  and  Levites :  for  Judah  rejoiced  for  the 
priests  and  for  the  Levites  that  waited.  And  both 
the  singers  and  the  porters  kept  the  ward  of  their 
God,  and  the  ward  of  the  purification,  according  to  25 
the  commandment  of  David,  and  of  Solomon  his  son. 
For  in  the  days  of  David  and  Asaph  of  old  there  were 
chief  of  the  singers,  and  songs  of  praise  and  thanks- 
giving unto  God.  And  all  Israel  in  the  days  of 
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Ammon  Zerubbabel,  and  in  the  days  of  Nehemiah,  gave  the 

and  Moab  portions  of  the  singers  and  the  porters,  every  day  his 

shut  out  portion :     and    they   sanctified    holy   things    unto   the 

Levites ;    and  the   Levites  sanctified  them  unto  the 

5  children  of  Aaron. 

— *• — 

*  On  that  day  they  read  in  the  book  of  Moses  in  the 
audience  of  the  people ;  and  therein  was  found 
written,  that  the  Ammonite  and  the  Moabite  should 
not  come  into  the   congregation  of  God  for  ever ; 

10  because  they  met  not  the  children  of  Israel  with 
bread  and  with  water,  but  hired  Balaam  against  them, 
that  he  should  curse  them :  howbeit  our  God  turned 
the  curse  into  a  blessing.  Now  it  came  to  pass,  when 
they  had  heard   the   law,  that   they  separated  from 

Js  Israel  all  the  mixed  multitude.  And  before  this, 
Eliashib  the  priest,  having  the  oversight  of  the 
chamber  of  the  house  of  our  God,  was  allied  unto 
Tobiah :  and  he  had  prepared  for  him  a  great  chamber, 
where  aforetime  they  laid    the  meat  offerings,  the 

20  frankincense,  and  the  vessels,  and  the  tithes  of  the 
corn,  the  new  wine,  and  the  oil,  which  was  com- 
manded to  be  given  to  the  Levites,  and  the  singers, 
and  the  porters  ;  and  the  offerings  of  the  priests. 
But  in  all  this  time  was  not  I  at  Jerusalem  :  for  in 

25  the  two  and  thirtieth  year  of  Artaxerxes  king  of 
Babylon  came  I  unto  the  king,  and  after  certain  days 
obtained  I  leave  of  the  king  :  and  I  came  to  Jerusalem, 
and  understood  of  the  evil  that  Eliashib  did  for  Tobiah, 
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in  preparing  him  a  chamber  in  the  courts  of  the  house  The 
of  God.     And  it  grieved  me  sore  :  therefore  I  cast  Sanctity 
forth  all  the  household  stuff  of  Tobiah  out  of  the  of  the 
chamber.      Then    I  commanded,  and  they  cleansed  Sabbath 
the  chambers  :  and  thither  brought  I  again  the  vessels  5 
of  the  house  of  God,  with  the  meat  offering  and  the 
frankincense.     And  I  perceived  that  the  portions  of 
the  Levites  had  not  been  given  them  :  for  the  Levites 
and  the  singers,  that  did  the  work,  were  fled  every 
one  to  his  field.      Then  contended  I  with  the  rulers,  10 
and  said.  Why  is  the  house  of  God  forsaken  ?     And 
I  gathered  them  together,  and  set  them  in  their  place. 
Then  brought  all  Judah  the  tithe  of  the  corn  and  the 
new  wine  and  the  oil  unto  the  treasuries.     And  I 
made  treasurers   over    the   treasuries,  Shelemiah  the  15 
priest,  and  Zadok   the  scribe,  and  of  the  Levites, 
Pedaiah  :  and  next  to  them  ivas  Hanan  the  son  of 
Zaccur,  the  son  of  Mattaniah  :  for  they  were  counted 
faithful,  and  their  office  ivas  to  distribute  unto  their 
brethren.      Remember  me,   O   my  God,  concerning  20 
this,  and  wipe  not  out  my  good  deeds  that  I  have 
done  for  the  house  of  my  God,  and  for  the  offices 
thereof. 

In  those  days  saw  I  in  Judah  some  treading  wine 
presses  on  the  sabbath,  and  bringing  in  sheaves,  and  25 
lading  asses ;  as  also  wine,  grapes,  and  figs,  and  all 
manner  of  burdens,  which  they  brought  into  Jerusalem 
on  the  sabbath  day  :  and  I  testified  against  them  in  the 
day  wherein  they  sold  victuals.  There  dwelt  men 
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Gates  of  Tyre   also   therein,  which   brought   fish,   and   all 
closed  manner  of  ware,   and  sold  on  the  sabbath  unto  the 
on  the  children  of  Judah,  and  in  Jerusalem.      Then  I  con- 
Sabbath  tended  with  the  nobles  of  Judah,  and  said  unto  them, 
5  What  evil  thing  /'/   this  that  ye  do,  and  profane  the 
sabbath  day  ?     Did  not  your  fathers  thus,  and  did  not 
our  God  bring  all  this  evil  upon  us,  and  upon  this 
city  ?  yet  ye  bring  more  wrath  upon  Israel  by  pro- 
faning the  sabbath. 
10       And   it   came    to    pass,    that   when    the   gates    of 
Jerusalem   began   to  be  dark   before  the  sabbath,  I 
commanded  that  the  gates  should  be  shut,  and  charged 
that  they  should  not  be  opened  till  after  the  sabbath  : 
and  some  of  my  servants  set  I  at  the  gates,  that  there 
15  should  no  burden  be  brought  in  on  the  sabbath  day. 
So  the  merchants  and   sellers   of  all   kind  of  ware 
lodged  without  Jerusalem  once  or  twice.     Then  I 
testified  against  them,  and  said  unto  them,  Why  lodge 
ye  about  the  wall  ?  if  ye  do  so  again,  I  will  lay  hands 
20  on  you.      From  that  time  forth  came  they  no  more  on 
the  sabbath.     And  I  commanded  the   Levites  that 
they  should  cleanse  themselves,  and  that  they  should 
come  and  keep  the  gates,  to  sanctify  the  sabbath  day. 
Remember  me,  O  my  God,  concerning  this  also,  and 
25  spare  me  according  to  the  greatness  of  thy  mercy. 

In  those  days  also  saw  I  Jews  that  had  married 
wives  of  Ashdod,  of  Ammon,  and  of  Moab  :  and 
their  children  spake  half  in  the  speech  of  Ashdod,  and 
could  not  speak  in  the  Jews'  language,  but  according 
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to  the  language  of  each  people.     And  I  contended  Purging 
with  them j  and  cursed  them,  and  smote  certain  of  of the 
them,  and   plucked   off  their   hair,  and   made  them  Congrega- 
sware    by    God,    saying.    Ye    shall     not    give    your  tion 
daughters  unto  their  sons,  nor  take  their  daughters  3 
unto  your  sons,  or  for  yourselves.     Did  not  Solomon 
king  of  Israel  sin  by  these  things  ?  yet  among  many 
nations  was  there  no  king  like  him,  who  was  beloved 
of  his  God,  and  God  made  him  king  over  all  Israel : 
nevertheless  even  him  did  outlandish  women  cause  to  IO 
sin.      Shall  we  then  hearken  unto  you  to  do  all  this 
great  evil,  to  transgress  against  our  God  in  marrying 
strange  wives  ?     And  one  of  the   sons  of  Joiada,  the 
son  of  Eliashib  the  high  priest,  was  son  in  law  to  San- 
ballat  the  Horonite  :  therefore  I  chased  him  from  me.  is 
Remember    them,   O   my  God,  because    they  have 
defiled  the  priesthood,  and  the  covenant  of  the  priest- 
hood, and  of  the  Levites. 

Thus    cleansed   I    them   from    all    strangers,   and 
appointed  the  wards  of  the  priest  and  the  Levites,  » 
every  one  in  his  business  ;   and  for  the  wood  offering, 
at  times  appointed,  and  for  the  flrstfruits.      Remember 
me,  O  my  God,  for  good. 


The  Book  of 

Esther 

The  Feast  \T  OW  it  came  to  pass  in  the  days  of  Ahasuerus, 

of  _j_  ^  (this  is  Ahasuerus  which  reigned,  from  India 
Ahasuerus  even  unto  Ethiopia,  over  an  hundred  and  seven  and 
twenty  provinces  :)  that  in  those  days,  when  the  king 
5  Ahasuerus  sat  on  the  throne  of  his  kingdom,  which 
ivas  in  Shushan  the  palace,  in  the  third  year  of  his 
reign,  he  made  a  feast  unto  all  his  princes  and  his 
servants  ;  the  power  of  Persia  and  Media,  the  nobles 
and  princes  of  the  provinces,  being  before  him  :  when 

10  he  shewed  the  riches  of  his  glorious  kingdom  and  the 
honour  of  his  excellent  majesty  many  days,  even  an 
hundred  and  fourscore  days. 

And  when  these  days  were  expired,  the  king  made 
a  feast  unto  all  the  people  that  were  present  in  Shushan 

15  the  palace,  both  unto  great  and  small,  seven  days,  in 
the  court  of  the  garden  of  the  king's  palace  ;  where 
were  white,  green,  and  blue,  hangings,  fastened  with 
cords  of  fine  linen  and  purple  to  silver  rings  and 
pillars  of  marble  :   the  beds  were  of  gold  and  silver, 

20  upon  a  pavement  of  red,  and  blue,  and  white,  and 
black,  marble.  And  they  gave  them  drink  in  vessels 
of  gold,  (the  vessels  being  diverse  one  from  another,) 


Esther  §+>  Ch.  i ;  Ver.  7-16. 

and  royal  wine  in  abundance,  according  to  the  state  Queen 
of  the  king.     And  the  drinking   ivas  according  to  Vasht't 
the    law ;    none  did  compel :    for   so  the   king  had  refuses 
appointed  to  all  the  officers  of  his  house,  that  they  obedience 
should  do  according  to  every  man's  pleasure.     Also  5 
Vashti  the  queen  made  a  feast  for  the  women  in  the 
royal  house  which  belonged  to  king  Ahasuerus. 

On  the  seventh  day,  when  the  heart  of  the  king 
was  merry  with  wine,  he  commanded  Mehuman, 
Biztha,  Harbona,  Bigtha,  and  Abagtha,  Zethar,  and  10 
Carcas,  the  seven  chamberlains  that  served  in  the 
presence  of  Ahasuerus  the  king,  to  bring  Vashti  the 
queen  before  the  king  with  the  crown  royal,  to  shew 
the  people  and  the  princes  her  beauty :  for  she  ivas 
fair  to  look  on.  15 

But  the  queen  Vashti  refused  to  come  at  the  king's 
commandment  by  his  chamberlains :  therefore  was  the 
king  very  wroth,  and  his  anger  burned  in  him.  Then 
the  king  said  to  the  wise  men,  which  knew  the  times, 
(for  so  ivas  the  king's  manner  toward  all  that  knew  20 
law  and  judgment :  and  the  next  unto  him  ivas 
Carshena,  Shethar,  Admatha,  Tarshish,  Meres, 
Marsena,  and  Memucan,  the  seven  princes  of  Persia 
and  Media,  which  saw  the  king's  face,  and  which 
sat  the  first  in  the  kingdom;)  What  shall  we  do  25 
unto  the  queen  Vashti  according  to  the  law,  because 
she  hath  not  performed  the  commandment  of  the 
king  Ahasuerus  by  the  chamberlains  ? 

And  Memucan  answered  before  the  king  and  the 
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Vashti  princes,  Vashti  the  queen   hath   not  done  wrong  to 

to  be  the  king  only,  but  also  to  all  the  princes,  and  to  all 

degraded  the  people  that  are  in  all  the  provinces  of  the  king 

Ahasuerus.      For  this  deed  of  the  queen  shall  come 

5  abroad  unto   all   women,  so  that  they  shall   despise 

their  husbands  in  their  eyes,  when  it  shall  be  reported. 

The  king  Ahasuerus  commanded  Vashti  the  queen 

to   be   brought   in   before    him,   but    she    came    not. 

Likewise  shall  the  ladies   of  Persia  and    Media  say 

10  this  day  unto  all  the  king's  princes,  which  have  heard 
of  the  deed  of  the  queen.  Thus  shall  there  arise  too 
much  contempt  and  wrath.  If  it  please  the  king, 
let  there  go  a  royal  commandment  from  him,  and  let 
it  be  written  among  the  laws  of  the  Persians  and  the 

15  Medes,  that  it  be  not  altered,  That  Vashti  come  no 
more  before  king  Ahasuerus  ;  and  let  the  king  give 
her  royal  estate  unto  another  that  is  better  than  she. 
And  when  the  king's  decree  which  he  shall  make 
shall  be  published  throughout  all  his  empire,  (for  it 

20  is  great,)  all  the  wives  shall  give  to  their  husbands 
honour,  both  to  great  and  small.  And  the  saying 
pleased  the  king  and  the  princes  ;  and  the  king  did 
according  to  the  word  of  Memucan  :  for  he  sent 
letters    into    all    the    king's    provinces,    into    every 

25  province  according  to  the  writing  thereof,  and  to 
every  people  after  their  language,  that  every  man 
should  bear  rule  in  his  own  house,  and  that  /'/  should 
be  published  according  to  the  language  of  every 
people. 


of  Esther   d»  Ch.  2 ;  Ver.  1-8. 


*  After    these    things,    when    the    wrath    of    king  A  New 
Ahasuerus    was    appeased,    he    remembered    Vashti,  Queen 
and    what    she    had    done,   and    what    was    decreed  desired 
against   her.       Then   said   the    king's    servants    that 
ministered  unto  him,  Let  there  be  fair  young  virgins  s 
sought  for  the  king  :  and  let  the  king  appoint  officers 
in  all  the  provinces  of  his   kingdom,  that  they  may 
gather  together  all  the  fair  young  virgins  unto  Shushan 
the   palace,  to  the   house  of  the  women,  unto   the 
custody  of  Hege  the  king's  chamberlain,  keeper  of  10 
the  women  ;  and  Let  their  things  for  purification  be 
given  them  :  and  let  the  maiden  which  pleaseth  the 
king  be   queen  instead  of  Vashti.     And   the  thing 
pleased  the  king  ;  and  he  did  so. 

Noiv  in  Shushan  the  palace  there  was  a  certain  15 
Jew,  whose  name  <was  Mordecai,  the  son  of  Jair,  the 
son  of  Shimei,  the  son  of  Kish,  a  Benjamite,  who 
had  been  carried  away  from  Jerusalem  with  the 
captivity  which  had  been  carried  away  with  Jeconiah 
king  of  Judah,  whom  Nebuchadnezzar  the  king  of  20 
Babylon  had  carried  away.  And  he  brought  up 
Hadassah,  that  is,  Esther,  his  uncle's  daughter  :  for 
she  had  neither  father  nor  mother,  and  the  maid  teas 
fair  and  beautiful ;  whom  Mordecai,  when  her  father 
and  mother  were  dead,  took  for  his  own  daughter.       25 

So  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  king's  commandment 

and  his  decree   was  heard,  and  when  many  maidens 

were  gathered  together  unto    Shushan  the  palace,  to 

the  custody  of  Hegai,  that  Esther  was  brought  also 
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Mor-  unto  the   king's    house,   to  the   custody  of  Hegai, 

decais  keeper  of  the  women.      And  the  maiden  pleased  him, 

Anxiety  and  she  obtained  kindness  of  him  ;  and  he  speedily 

over  gave  her  her  things  for  purification,  with  such  things 

Esther  as  belonged  to  her,  and  seven   maidens,  which   ivere 

meet  to  be  given  her,  out  of  the  king's  house  :  and 

he  preferred  her  and  her  maids  unto  the  best  place  of 

the  house  of  the  women.     Esther   had  not  shewed 

her    people    nor    her    kindred :     for    Mordecai    had 

10  charged    her  that    she    should    not    shew  it.     And 

Mordecai  walked  every  day  before  the  court  of  the 

women's  house,  to  know  how  Esther  dill,  and  what 

should  become  of  her. 

Now  when  every  maid's  turn  was  come  to  go  in  to 
*5  king  Ahasuerus,  after  that  she  had  been  twelve 
months,  according  to  the  manner  of  the  women,  (for 
so  were  the  days  of  their  purifications  accomplished, 
to  tvitf  six  months  with  oil  of  myrrh,  and  six  months 
with  sweet  odours,  and  with  other  things  for  the 
20  purifying  of  the  women ; )  then  thus  came  every 
maiden  unto  the  king  ;  whatsoever  she  desired  was 
given  her  to  go  with  her  out  of  the  house  of  the 
women  unto  the  king's  house.  In  the  evening  she 
went,  and  on  the  morrow  she  returned  into  the 
25  second  house  of  the  women,  to  the  custody  of 
Shaashgaz,  the  king's  chamberlain,  which  kept  the 
concubines  :  she  came  in  unto  the  king  no  more, 
except  the  king  delighted  in  her,  and  that  she  were 
called  by  name. 
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Now  when  the  turn  of  Esther,  the  daughter  of  Esther 
Abihail  the  uncle  of  Mordecai,  who  had  taken  her  delights 
for  his  daughter,  was  come  to  go  in  unto  the  king,  the  King 
she    required    nothing    but   what    Hegai  the    king's 
chamberlain,  the    keeper  of  the  women,  appointed.  5 
And  Esther  obtained  favour  in  the  sight  of  all  them 
that  looked  upon  her.     So  Esther  was  taken  unto 
king  Ahasuerus  into  his  house  royal  in  the   tenth 
month,  which  is  the  month  Tebeth,  in  the  seventh 
year  of  his  reign.     And  the  king  loved  Esther  above  10 
all  the  women,  and  she  obtained  grace  and  favour  in 
his  sight  more  than  all  the  virgins  ;  so  that  he  set  the 
royal    crown   upon   her   head,  and  made  her   queen 
instead  of  Vashti.      Then  the  king  made  a  great  feast 
unto  all  his  princes  and  his  servants,  even   Esther's  15 
feast  ;  and  he  made  a  release  to  the   provinces,  and 
gave  gifts,  according  to  the  state  of  the  king.     And 
when  the  virgins  were  gathered  together  the  second 
time,  then  Mordecai  sat  in  the  king's  gate.      Esther 
had  not  yet  shewed  her  kindred  nor  her  people  ;  as  20 
Mordecai  had    charged   her :     for    Esther   did    the 
commandment  of  Mordecai,  like  as  when  she  was 
brought  up   with  him. 

— * — 

In  those  days,  while  Mordecai  sat  in  the  king's 
gate,  two  of  the   king's  chamberlains,  Bigthan  and  25 
Teresh,  of  those  which  kept  the  door,  were  wroth, 
and  sought  to  lay  hand  on  the  king  Ahasuerus.     And 
the  thing  was  known  to  Mordecai,  who  told  it  unto 
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Advance-  Esther  the  queen  ;    and  Esther   certified  the    king 
merit  of  thereof  in  Mordecai's  name.     And  when  inquisition 
Haman  was  made  of  the  matter,  it  was  found  out ;  therefore 
they  were  both  hanged  on  a  tree :  and  it  was  written 
5  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  before  the  king. 
— * — 
*  After  these  things  did    king  Ahasuerus  promote 
Haman  the  son  of  Hammedatha  the  Agagite,  and 
advanced  him,  and  set  his  seat  above  all  the  princes 
that  ivere  with  him.     And  all  the  king's  servants, 
10  that  ivere  in  the  king's  gate,  bowed,  and  reverenced 
Haman  :  for  the  king  had  so  commanded  concerning 
him.      But  Mordecai  bowed  not,  nor  did  him  rever- 
ence.     Then  the  king's  servants,  which  ivere  in  the 
king's  gate,  said  unto  Mordecai,  Why  transgressest 
15  thou   the   king's   commandment  ?     Now  it   came  to 
pass,    when    they    spake     daily    unto    him,    and    he 
hearkened  not  unto  them,  that  they  told  Haman,  to 
see  whether  Mordecai's  matters  would  stand  :  for  he 
had  told  them  that  he  ivas  a  Jew. 
20      And  when  Haman  saw  that  Mordecai  bowed  not, 
nor  did  him  reverence,  then  was  Haman  full  of  wrath. 
And  he  thought  scorn  to  lay  hands   on  Mordecai 
alone ;     for    they    had    shewed    him    the    people    of 
Mordecai :    wherefore  Haman  sought  to  destroy  all 
25  the  Jews  that  ivere  throughout  the  whole  kingdom  of 
Ahasuerus,  even  the  people  of  Mordecai. 
— » — 
In  the  first  month,  that  is,  the  month  Nisan,  in  the 
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twelfth  year  of  king  Ahasuerus,  they  cast  Pur,  that  is,  Haman 
the  lot,  before  Haman  from  day  to  day,  and  from  plots 
month  to  month,  to  the  twelfth  month,  that  is,  the  against 
month  Adar.     And  Haman  said  unto  king  Ahasu-  the  Jews 
erus,  There  is  a  certain  people  scattered  abroad  and  5 
dispersed  among  the  people  in  all  the  provinces  of  thy 
kingdom  ;  and  their  laws  are  diverse  from  all  people  ; 
neither  keep  they  the  king's  laws  :   therefore  it  is  not 
for  the  king's  profit  to  suffer  them.      If  it  please  the 
king,  let  it  be  written  that  they  may  be  destroyed :  to 
and  I  will  pay  ten  thousand  talents  of  silver  to  the 
hands  of  those  that  have  the  charge  of  the  business, 
to  bring  it  into  the   king's  treasuries.     And  the  king 
took  his  ring  from  his  hand,  and  gave  it  unto  Haman 
the    son   of   Hammedatha   the   Agagite,    the    Jews'  15 
enemy.     And  the  king  said  unto  Haman,  The  silver 
is  given  to  thee,  the  people  also,  to  do  with  them  as 
it  seemeth  good  to  thee. 

Then  were  the  king's  scribes  called  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  the  first  month,  and  there  was  20 
written  according  to  all  that  Haman  had  commanded 
unto  the  king's  lieutenants,  and  to  the  governors  that 
were  over  every  province,  and  to  the  rulers  of  every 
people  of  every  province  according  to  the  writing 
thereof,  and  to  every  people  after  their  language  ;  in  25 
the  name  of  king  Ahasuerus  was  it  written,  and 
sealed  with  the  king's  ring. 

And   the  letters  were   sent    by  posts   into  all  the 
king's  provinces,  to  destroy,  to  kill,  and  to  cause  to 
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The  perish,  all  Jews,  both  young  and  old,  little  children 

Edict  o/'and  women,  in  one  day,  even  upon  the  thirteenth  day 

Death  of  the  twelfth  month,  which  is  the  month  Adar,  and 

to  take  the  spoil  of  them  for  a  prey.     The  copy  of  the 

5  writing  for  a  commandment  to  be  given  in  every  province 

was  published  unto  all  people,  that  they  should  be  ready 

against  that  day.      The  posts  went  out,  being  hastened 

by  the  king's  commandment,  and  the  decree  was  given 

in  Shushan  the  palace.     And  the  king  and  Haman  sat 

IO  down  to  drink  ;  but  the  city  Shushan  was  perplexed. 
— * — 
*  When  Mordecai  perceived  all  that  was  done, 
Mordecai  rent  his  clothes,  and  put  on  sackcloth  with 
ashes,  and  went  out  into  the  midst  of  the  city,  and 
cried  with  a  loud  and  a  bitter  cry ;  and  came  even 

15  before  the  king's  gate  :  for  none  might  enter  into  the 
king's  gate  clothed  with  sackcloth.  And  in  every 
province,  whithersoever  the  king's  commandment  and 
his  decree  came,  there  ivas  great  mourning  among  the 
Jews,  and  fasting,  and  weeping,  and  wailing  ;    and 

20  many  lay  in  sackcloth  and  ashes.  So  Esther's  maids 
and  her  chamberlains  came  and  told  it  her.  Then 
was  the  queen  exceedingly  grieved ;  and  she  sent 
raiment  to  clothe  Mordecai,  and  to  take  away  his 
sackcloth  from  him  :  but  he  received  it  not.     Then 

25  called  Esther  for  Hatach,  one  of  the  king's  chamber- 
lains, whom  he  had  appointed  to  attend  upon  her,  and 
gave  him  a  commandment  to  Mordecai,  to  know 
what  it  was,  and  why  it  was. 
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So  Hatach  went  forth  to  Mordecai  unto  the  street  Mor- 
of  the  city,  which  nvas  before  the  king's  gate.     And  decai 
Mordecai  told  him  of  all   that  had  happened   unto  appeals 
him,  and  of  the  sum  of  the  money  that  Haman  had  to  Esther 
promised  to  pay  to  the  king's  treasuries  for  the  Jews,  5 
to  destroy  them.     Also   he  gave  him  the  copy  of 
the  writing  of  the  decree  that  was  given  at  Shushan 
to  destroy  them,  to   shew   it  unto    Esther,   and   to 
declare  it  unto  her,  and  to  charge  her  that  she  should 
go  in  unto  the  king,  to  make  supplication  unto  him,  10 
and   to   make   request    before    him    for    her    people. 
And   Hatach   came  and  told  Esther  the  words  of 
Mordecai.     Again  Esther  spake  unto  Hatach,  and 
gave  him   commandment  unto   Mordecai ;    All   the 
king's  servants,  and  the  people  of  the  king's  provinces,  15 
do   know,  that  whosoever,  whether  man  or  woman, 
shall  come  unto  the  king  into  the  inner  court,  who  is 
not  called,  there  is  one  law  of  his  to  put  him  to  death, 
except  such  to  whom   the   king  shall  hold  out  the 
golden   sceptre,  that   he   may  live :  but  I  have  not  20 
been   called   to  come  in  unto  the  king  these  thirty 
days.     And  they  told  to  Mordecai  Esther's  words. 

Then  Mordecai  commanded  to  answer  Esther, 
Think  not  with  thyself  that  thou  shalt  escape  in  the 
king's  house,  more  than  all  the  Jews.  For  if  thou  25 
altogether  holdest  thy  peace  at  this  time,  then  shall 
there  enlargement  and  deliverance  arise  to  the  Jews 
from  another  place  ;  but  thou  and  thy  father's  house 
shall  be  destroyed:  and  who  knoweth  whether  thou 
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Esther  s  art  come  to  the  kingdom  for  such  a  time  as  this  ? 

Heroic  Then  Esther  bade  them  return  Mordecai  this  answer ■, 

Courage  Go,  gather  together  all  the  Jews  that  are  present  in 

Shushan,  and  fast  ye  for  me,  and  neither   eat  nor 

5  drink   three  days,   night    or    day  :    I    also  and  my 

maidens  will  fast  likewise  ;  and  so  will  I  go  in  unto 

the  king,  which  is  not  according  to  the  law  :   and  if 

I  perish,  I  perish.      So  Mordecai  went  his  way,  and 

did  according  to  all  that  Esther  had  commanded  him. 

— * — 

IO  *  Now  it  came  to  pass  on  the  third  day,  that  Esther 
put  on  her  royal  apparel^  and  stood  in  the  inner  court 
of  the  king's  house,  over  against  the  king's  house  : 
and  the  king  sat  upon  his  royal  throne  in  the  royal 
house,    over   against   the   gate   of  the  house.      And 

I5  it  was  so,  when  the  king  saw  Esther  the  queen 
standing  in  the  court,  that  she  obtained  favour  in  his 
sight :  and  the  king  held  out  to  Esther  the  golden 
sceptre  that  ivas  in  his  hand.  So  Esther  drew  near, 
and  touched  the  top  of  the  sceptre.     Then  said  the 

20  king  unto  her,  What  wilt  thou,  queen  Esther  ?  and 
what  is  thy  request  ?  it  shall  be  even  given  thee  to 
the  half  of  the  kingdom.  And  Esther  answered,  If 
it  seem  good  unto  the  king,  let  the  king  and  Haman 
come  this  day  unto  the  banquet  that  I  have  prepared 

25  for  him.  Then  the  king  said,  Cause  Haman  to 
make  haste,  that  he  may  do  as  Esther  hath  said. 
So  the  king  and  Haman  came  to  the  banquet  that 
Esther  had  prepared. 
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And  the  king  said  unto  Esther  at  the  banquet  of  Esther  s 
wine,  What  is  thy  petition  ?  and  it  shall  be  granted  First 
thee :    and  what   is   thy  request  ?  even  to   the   half  Petition 
of  the    kingdom    it     shall     be    performed.       Then 
answered    Esther,   and    said,    My   petition    and    my  5 
request  it  ;  If  I  have  found  favour  in  the  sight  of 
the  king,  and  if  it  please  the  king  to  grant  my  peti- 
tion,   and   to   perform  my  request,  let  the  king  and 
Haman  come  to  the  banquet  that  I  shall  prepare  for 
them,  and  I  will  do  to-morrow  as  the  king  hath  said.  10 

Then  went  Haman  forth  that  day  joyful  and  with 
a  glad  heart :  but  when  Haman  saw  Mordecai  in  the 
king's  gate,  that  he  stood  not  up,  nor  moved  for  him, 
he  was  full  of  indignation  against  Mordecai.  Never- 
theless Haman  refrained  himself:  and  when  he  came  15 
home,  he  sent  and  called  for  his  friends,  and  Zeresh 
his  wife.  And  Haman  told  them  of  the  glory  of 
his  riches,  and  the  multitude  of  his  children,  and  all 
the  things  wherein  the  king  had  promoted  him,  and 
how  he  had  advanced  him  above  the  princes  and  20 
servants  of  the  king.  Haman  said  moreover,  Yea, 
Esther  the  queen  did  let  no  man  come  in  with  the 
king  unto  the  banquet  that  she  had  prepared  but  myself ; 
and  to-morrow  am  I  invited  unto  her  also  with  the 
king.  Yet  all  this  availeth  me  nothing,  so  long  as  I  25 
see  Mordecai  the  Jew  sitting  at  the  king's  gate. 
Then  said  Zeresh  his  wife  and  all  his  friends  unto 
him,  Let  a  gallows  be  made  of  fifty  cubits  high,  and 
to-morrow  speak  thou  unto  the  king  that  Mordecai 
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Mor-  may  be  hanged  thereon:  then  go  thou  in  merrily  with 
dec  at  s  the  king  unto  the  banquet.     And  the  thing  pleased 
Services  Haman  ;   and  he  caused  the  gallows  to  be  made. 
recalled  — * — 

*  On  that  night  could   not  the  king  sleep,  and  he 

5  commanded  to  bring  the  book  of  records  of  the 
chronicles ;  and  they  were  read  before  the  king. 
And  it  was  found  written,  that  Mordecai  had  told 
of  Bigthana  and  Teresh,  two  of  the  king's  chamber- 
lains, the  keepers  of  the  door,  who   sought  to  lay 

10  hand  on  the  king  Ahasuerus.  And  the  king  said, 
What  honour  and  dignity  hath  been  done  to  Mordecai 
for  this  ?  Then  said  the  king's  servants  that  ministered 
unto  him,  There  is  nothing  done  for  him. 

And  the  king  said,  Who  is  in  the  court  ?     Now 

15  Haman  was  come  into  the  outward  court  of  the  king's 
house,  to  speak  unto  the  king  to  hang  Mordecai 
on  the  gallows  that  he  had  prepared  for  him.  And 
the  king's  servants  said  unto  him,  Behold,  Haman 
standeth  in  the  court. 

20  And  the  king  said,  Let  him  come  in.  So  Haman 
came  in.  And  the  king  said  unto  him,  What  shall 
be  done  unto  the  man  whom  the  king  delighteth  to 
honour  ?  Now  Haman  thought  in  his  heart,  To 
whom  would  the  king  delight  to  do  honour  more  than 

s5  to   myself?     And  Haman  answered  the  king,   For 

the  man  whom  the  king  delighteth  to  honour,  let  the 

royal   apparel    be   brought  which   the   king   useth  to 

wear,  and  the  horse  that  the  king  rideth  upon,  and 
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the  crown  royal  which  is  set  upon  his  head  :   and  let  Mor- 
this  apparel  and  horse  be  delivered  to  the  hand  of  one  decats 
of  the  king's  most  noble  princes,  that  they  may  array  Exaltation 
the  man  -withal  whom  the  kmg  delighteth  to  honour, 
and  bring  him  on  horseback  through  the  street  of  the  5 
city,  and  proclaim  before  him,  Thus  shall  it  be  done 
to  the  man  whom  the  king  delighteth  to  honour. 

Then  the  king  said  to  Haman,  Make  haste,  and 
take  the  apparel  and  the  horse,  as  thou  hast  said,  and  do 
even  so  to  Mordecai  the  Jew,  that  sitteth  at  the  king's  10 
gate  :   let  nothing  fail  of  all  that   thou  hast  spoken. 
Then  took   Haman  the  apparel  and  the  horse,  and 
arrayed   Mordecai,   and  brought   him   on   horseback 
through  the  street  of  the  city,  and  proclaimed  before 
him,  Thus    shall  it  be  done  unto  the  man  whom  the  15 
king  delighteth   to   honour.      And   Mordecai  came 
again  to  the  king's  gate.      But  Haman  hasted  to  his 
house  mourning,  and  having  his  head  covered.     And 
Haman  told  Zeresh  his  wife  and  all  his  friends  every 
thing  that  had  befallen  him.     Then  said  his  wise  men  20 
and  Zeresh  his  wife  unto  him,  If  Mordecai  be  of  the 
seed  of  the   Jews,  before  whom  thou  hast   begun  to 
fall,  thou    shalt    not    prevail    against  him,  but  shalt 
surely  fall   before  him.      And  while  they  were  yet 
talking  with  him,  came  the  king's   chamberlains,  and  25 
hasted  to  bring  Haman  unto  the  banquet  that  Esther 
had  prepared.  _ 

*  So  the   king   and   Haman   came   to  banquet  with 
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Esther  s  Esther  the   queen.      And  the  king  said  again  unto 

Second  Esther  on  the  second  day  at  the  banquet   of  wine, 

Petition  What  is  thy  petition,  queen   Esther  ?  and  it  shall  be 

granted  thee  :   and  what  is  thy  request  ?  and  it  shall 

5  be    performed,  even    to    the    half  of  the    kingdom. 

Then  Esther  the  queen  answered  and  said,  If  I  have 

found  favour  in  thy  sight,  O   king,  and   if  it   please 

the  king,  let  my  life  be  given  me  at  my  petition,  and 

my  people  at  my  request :  for  we  are  sold,  I  and  my 

10  people,  to  be  destroyed,  to  be   slain,  and   to  perish. 

But  if  we  had  been  sold  for  bondmen  and  bondwomen, 

I  had  held  my  tongue,  although  the  enemy  could  not 

countervail  the  king's  damage. 

Then  the  king  Ahasuerus  answered  and  said  unto 

is  Esther  the  queen,  Who  is  he,  and  where  is  he,  that 

durst  presume  in  his  heart  to  do  so  ?     And   Esther 

said,    The     adversary    and    enemy    It    this    wicked 

Haman.      Then  Haman  was  afraid  before  the  king 

and  the  queen. 

20       And  the  king  arising  from  the  banquet  of  wine  in 

his  wrath  went  into  the  palace  garden :   and   Haman 

stood  up  to  make  request  for  his  life  to   Esther  the 

queen  ;    for  he   saw  that  there  was  evil  determined 

against  him  by  the  king.      Then  the  king   returned 

25  out  of  the  palace  garden  into  the  place  of  the  banquet 

of  wine ;  and  Haman  was  fallen  upon  the  bed  whereon 

Esther  was.      Then  said  the  king,  Will  he  force  the 

queen  also  before  me  in  the  house  ? 

As  the  word  went  out  of  the  king's  mouth,  they 
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covered  Haman's  face.     And  Harbonah,  one  of  the  Haman  s 
chamberlains,  said  before  the  king,  Behold  also,  the  Fate 
gallows  fifty  cubits   high,  which   Haman  had  made 
for  Mordecai,  who  had  spoken  good  for  the  king, 
standeth   in  the   house  of  Haman.     Then  the  king  5 
said,  Hang  him  thereon.      So  they  hanged  Haman 
on  the  gallows  that  he  had  prepared  for  Mordecai. 
Then  was  the  king's  wrath  pacified. 

— * — 
*  On  that  day   did    the   king   Ahasuerus   give  the 
house  of  Haman  the  Jews'  enemy  unto  Esther  the  10 
queen.     And   Mordecai  came  before  the  king  ;  for 
Esther  had  told  what  he  ivas  unto  her.     And  the 
king  took  off  his   ring,  which  he  had  taken  from 
Haman,  and  gave  it  unto  Mordecai.     And  Esther 
set    Mordecai    over    the    house    of   Haman.       And  15 
Esther  spake    yet  again    before   the  king,    and    fell 
down  at  his  feet,  and  besought  him  with  tears  to  put 
away  the  mischief  of  Haman  the  Agagite,  and  his 
device  that  he  had  devised  against  the  Jews.     Then 
the  king  held  out  the  golden  sceptre  toward  Esther.  20 
So  Esther  arose,  and  stood  before  the  king,  and  said, 
If  it  please  the  king,  and  if  I  have  found  favour  in 
his  sight,  and  the  thing  seem  right  before  the  king, 
and   I  be  pleasing  in   his  eyes,  let   it  be  written  to 
reverse    the   letters    devised    by   Haman  the  son   of  25 
Hammedatha  the  Agagite,  which  he  wrote  to  de- 
stroy the  Jews  which  are  in  all  the  king's  provinces  : 
for  how  can  I  endure  to  see  the  evil  that  shall  come 
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The  unto   my  people  ?  or  how  can   I  endure  to  see  the 

Salvation  destruction  of  my  kindred  ?     Then  the  king  Ahasu- 

of  the  eras   said  unto  Esther   the  queen  and   to    Mordecai 

Jews  the  Jew,  Behold,  I  have  given   Esther  the  house  of 

5  Haman,and  him  they  have  hanged  upon  the  gallows, 

because  he  laid  his  hand  upon  the  Jews.     Write  ye 

also  for   the  Jews,  as   it  liketh  you,  in  the  king's 

name,   and    seal  /'/  with    the    king's  ring :    for  the 

writing  which  is   written  in   the   king's   name,   and 

to  sealed  with  the  king's  ring,  may  no  man  reverse. 

Then  were  the  king's  scribes  called  at  that  time 
in  the  third  month,  that  is,  the  month  Sivan,  on  the 
three  and  twentieth  day  thereof;  and  it  was  written 
according  to  all  that  Mordecai  commanded  unto  the 
15  Jews,  and  to  the  lieutenants,  and  the  deputies  and 
rulers  of  the  provinces  which  are  from  India  unto 
Ethiopia,  an  hundred  twenty  and  seven  provinces, 
unto  every  province  according  to  the  writing  thereof, 
and  unto  every  people  after  their  language,  and  to 
20  the  Jews  according  to  their  writing,  and  according  to 
their  language. 

And  he  wrote  in  the  king  Ahasuerus'  name,  and 
sealed  /'/  with  the  king's  ring,  and  sent  letters  by 
posts  on  horseback,  and  riders  on  mules,  camels,  and 
25  young  dromedaries  :  wherein  the  king  granted  the 
Jews  which  were  in  every  city  to  gather  themselves 
together,  and  to  stand  for  their  life,  to  destroy,  to 
slay,  and  to  cause  to  perish,  all  the  power  of  the 
people  and  province  that  would  assault  them,  both 
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little  ones  and  women,  and  to  take  the  spoil  of  them  Rejoicing 
for  a  prey,  upon  one  day  in  all  the  provinces  of  king  of  the 
Ahasuerus,  namely,  upon  the  thirteenth   day   of  the  Jews 
twelfth    month,   which   is  the    month    Adar.      The 
copy  of  the  writing  for  a  commandment  to  be  given  5 
in  every  province  ivas  published  unto  all  people,  and 
that  the  Jews  should  be  ready  against  that  day  to 
avenge  themselves  on  their  enemies.      So   the  posts 
that   rode   upon  mules  and  camels  went   out,  being 
hastened  and  pressed  on  by  the  king's  commandment.  IO 
And  the  decree  was  given  at  Shushan  the  palace. 

And  Mordecai  went  out  from  the  presence  of  the 
king  in  royal  apparel  of  blue  and  white,  and  with  a 
great  crown  of  gold,  and  with  a  garment  of  fine  linen 
and  purple :  and  the  city  of  Shushan  rejoiced  and  15 
was  glad.  The  Jews  had  light,  and  gladness,  and 
joy,  and  honour.  And  in  every  province,  and  in 
every  city,  whithersoever  the  king's  commandment 
and  his  decree  came,  the  Jews  had  joy  and  gladness, 
a  feast  and  a  good  day.  And  many  of  the  people  of  20 
the  land  became  Jews  ;  for  the  fear  of  the  Jews  fell 
upon  them. 

*  Now  in  the  twelfth  month,  that  is,  the  month 
Adar,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  same,  when  the 
king's  commandment  and  his  decree  drew  near  to  be  25 
put  in  execution,  in  the  day  that  the  enemies  of  the 
Jews  hoped  to  have  power  over  them,  (though  it  was 
turned  to  the  contrary,  that  the  Jews  had  rule  over 
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The  Jews  them  that  hated  them  ; )   the  Jews  gathered  them- 

defend  selves    together    in    their    cities    throughout   all    the 

themselves  provinces    of  the   king    Ahasuerus,    to   lay  hand  on 

such  as  sought  their  hurt :   and  no  man  could  with- 

5  stand    them ;    for    the    fear    of  them    fell    upon  all 

people.     And  all  the   rulers  of  the  provinces,  and 

the  lieutenants,  and  the  deputies,  and  officers  of  the 

king,  helped  the  Jews  ;   because  the  fear  of  Mordecai 

fell  upon   them.      For   Mordecai  nvas  great  in   the 

10  king's  house,  and  his  fame  went  out  throughout  all 
the  provinces  :  for  this  man  Mordecai  waxed  greater 
and  greater.  Thus  the  Jews  smote  all  their  enemies 
with  the  stroke  of  the  sword,  and  slaughter,  and 
destruction,  and  did  what  they  would  unto  those  that 

15  hated  them.  And  in  Shushan  the  palace  the  Jews 
slew  and  destroyed  rive  hundred  men.  And  Par- 
shandatha,  and  Dalphon,  and  Aspatha,  and  Poratha, 
and  Adalia,  and  Aridatha,  and  Parmashta,  and 
Arisai,  and  Aridai,  and  Vajezatha,  the  ten  sons  of 

20  Haman  the  son  of  Hammedatha,  the  enemy  of  the 

Jews,  slew  they  ;  but  on  the  spoil  laid  they  not  their 

hand. 

— •£ — 

On  that  day  the  number  of  those  that  were  slain 
in  Shushan  the  palace  was  brought  before  the  king. 
25  And  the  king  said  unto  Esther  the  queen,  The  Jews 
have  slain  and  destroyed  five  hundred  men  in 
Shushan  the  palace,  and  the  ten  sons  of  Haman ; 
what  have  they  done  in  the  rest  of  the  king's  pro- 
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vinces  ?  now  what  is   thy  petition  ?  and  it  shall  be  The  Fate 
granted  thee  :   or  what  is  thy  request  further  ?  and  it  of 
shall  be  done.      Then    said   Esther,  If  it  please  the  Haman  s 
king,   let  it  be  granted  to  the   Jews   which   are  in  Sons 
Shushan  to  do  to  morrow  also  according  unto  this  5 
day's  decree,  and  let  Hainan's  ten   sons   be  hanged 
upon  the  gallows.     And  the  king  commanded  it   so 
to  be  done  :   and  the  decree  was  given  at   Shushan  ; 
and  they  hanged  Haman's  ten  sons.      For  the  Jews 
that  ivere  in   Shushan   gathered  themselves  together  10 
on  the  fourteenth  day  also  of  the  month  Adar,  and 
slew  three   hundred  men  at    Shushan ;    but  on   the 
prey  they  laid  not  their  hand.      But  the  other  Jews 
that  ivere  in  the  king's  provinces  gathered  themselves 
together,  and  stood  for  their  lives,  and  had  rest  from  15 
their  enemies,  and  slew  of  their  foes  seventy  and  five 
thousand,  but  they  laid  not  their  hands  on  the  prey, 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  month  Adar  ;   and  on 
the  fourteenth  day  of  the  same  rested  they,  and  made 
it  a  day  of  feasting  and  gladness.     But  the  Jews  that  20 
ivere  at  Shushan  assembled  together  on  the  thirteenth 
day  thereof,  and  on  the  fourteenth  thereof;  and  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  the  same  they  rested,  and  made  it 
a  day  of  feasting  and  gladness.      Therefore  the  Jews 
of  the  villages,  that  dwelt  in  the  unwalled  towns,  25 
made  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  month  Adar  a  day  of 
gladness  and  feasting,  and  a  good  day,  and  of  send- 
ing portions  one  to  another. 

And  Mordecai  wrote  these  things,  and  sent  letters 
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The  Feast  unto  all  the  Jews  that  ivere  in  all  the  provinces  of 
o/Purim  the  king  Ahasuerus,  both  nigh  and  far,  to  stablish 
this  among  them,  that  they  should  keep  the  four- 
teenth day  of  the  month  Adar,  and  the  fifteenth  day 
5  of  the  same,  yearly,  as  the  days  wherein  the  Jews 
rested  from  their  enemies,  and  the  month  which  was 
turned  unto  them  from  sorrow  to  joy,  and  from 
mourning  into  a  good  day  :  that  they  should  make 
them    days    of   feasting    and    joy,    and    of  sending 

10  portions  one  to  another,  and  gifts  to  the  poor. 

And  the  Jews  undertook  to  do  as  they  had  begun, 
and  as  Mordecai  had  written  unto  them  ;  because 
Haman  the  son  of  Hammedatha,  the  Agagite,  the 
enemy  of  all  the  Jews,  had  devised  against  the  Jews 

15  to  destroy  them,  and  had  cast  Pur,  that  is,  the  lot, 
to  consume  them  and  to  destroy  them  ;  but  when 
Esther  came  before  the  king,  he  commanded  by 
letters  that  his  wicked  device,  which  he  devised 
against  the  Jews,  should  return  upon  his  own  head, 

20  and  that  he  and  his  sons  should  be  hanged  on  the 
gallows. 

Wherefore  they  called  these  days  Purim  after  the 
name  of  Pur.  Therefore  for  all  the  words  of  this 
letter,  and  of  that  which  they  had  seen  concerning 

25  this  matter,  and  which  had  come  unto  them,  the  Jews 
ordained,  and  took  upon  them,  and  upon  their  seed, 
and  upon  all  such  as  joined  themselves  unto  them,  so 
as  it  should  not  fail,  that  they  would  keep  these  two 
days  according   to   their  writing,  and   according  to 
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their  appointed  time  every  year  ;  and  that  these  days  Mor- 
should  be  remembered    and    kept    throughout   every  decat  s 
generation,  every  family,  every  province,  and  every  Final 
city  ;  and  that  these  days  of  Purim  should  not  fail  Greatness 
from  among  the  Jews,  nor   the  memorial  of  them  s 
perish  from  their  seed. 

Then  Esther  the  queen,  the  daughter  of  Abihail, 
and  Mordecai  the  Jew,  wrote  with  all  authority,  to 
confirm  this  second  letter  of  Purim.  And  he  sent 
the  letters  unto  all  the  Jews,  to  the  hundred  twenty  IO 
and  seven  provinces  of  the  kingdom  of  Ahasuerus, 
tvith  words  of  peace  and  truth,  to  confirm  these  days 
of  Purim  in  their  times  appointed,  according  as 
Mordecai  the  Jew  and  Esther  the  queen  had  en- 
joined them,  and  as  they  had  decreed  for  themselves  x5 
and  for  their  seed,  the  matters  of  the  fastings  and 
their  cry.  And  the  decree  of  Esther  confirmed  these 
matters  of  Purim  ;  and  it  was  written  in  the  book. 

— * — 
*  And  the  king  Ahasuerus  laid  a  tribute  upon  the 
land,  and  upon  the  isles  of  the  sea.      And  all  the  acts  20 
of  his  power  and  of  his  might,  and  the  declaration  of 
the    greatness    of    Mordecai,    whereunto     the     king 
advanced  him,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of 
the  chronicles  of  the   kings   of  Media  and  Persia  ? 
For  Mordecai  the  Jew  ivas  next  unto  king  Ahasu-  25 
erus,  and  great  among  the  Jews,  and  accepted  of  the 
multitude  of  his  brethren,  seeking  the  wealth  of  his 
people,  and  speaking  peace  to  all  his  seed. 
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THE  BOOK  OF  EZRA 

p.  I,  1.  i.  'In  the  first  year  of  Cyrus,'  i.e.,  either  the 
first  year  of  his  reign  after  the  conquest  of  Babylon,  or  the 
first  year  of  his  sole  rule  after  Darius,  the  Mede,  ceased  to 
exercise  joint  authority  with  Cyrus.  If  the  latter  be  ac- 
cepted, then  the  year  536  B.C.  is  the  year  to  which  refer- 
ence is  made. 

p.  I,  1.  2.  'The  word  of  the  Lord  by  the  mouth  of 
Jeremiah'  (see  Jer.  xxv.  11,  12;  xxix.  10).  The  seventy- 
years  of  captivity  foretold  in  these  passages  began  with  the 
transportation  of  Jehoiakim  (Dan.  i.  1,  2)  in  the  year 
606  B.C.  If  Cyrus  issued  his  decree  in  the  year  536  B.C., 
then  these  two  dates  give  seventy  years. 

p.  1, 11.  7-20.  A  Hebrew  rendering  of  the  original  Persian 
Edict  of  Restoration. 

p.  2,  1.  12.  '  Sheshbazzar,'  the  name  by  which  Zerub- 
babel  was  known  in  Babylon.  The pritice  of  Judah.  He 
was  a  grandson  of  King  Jehoiakin  (Jeconiah),  and  heir  to 
the  throne  of  David  (tee  I  Chron.  iii.  17-19),  where  Zerub- 
babel  is  called  the  son  of  Pedaiah,  the  brother  of  Shealtiel  ; 
but  in  Ezra  iii.  2,  Haggai  i.  1,  and  Luke  iii.  27,  he  is  called 
the  son  of  Shealtiel.  An  explanation  may  be  found  in 
assuming  either  that  Pedaiah  is  a  copyist's  mistake  for 
Shealtiel,  or  that  Pedaiah,  by  levirate  marriage  with  the 
widow  of  Shealtiel,  was  the  father  of  Zerubbabel. 

p.  2,  1.  17.  'All  the  vessels  of  gold  and  silver  were  five 
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thousand  and  four  hundred.'  The  actual  numbers  given  in 
the  text  amount  to  only  2499.  In  I  Esdras  ii.  14  the 
figures  are  5469,  and  in  Josephus  (Antiq.  xi.  1-3)  5400. 
The  discrepancy  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  assuming 
that  copyists  in  transcribing  the  figures  made  mistakes. 

p.  2,  1.  19.  '  Sheshbazzar. '  Some  maintain  that  there 
were  two  expeditions,  one  under  Sheshbazzar  and  another 
under  Zerubbabel,  but  no  evidence  has  been  produced  in 
support  of  the  assertion.  Sheshbazzar  is  evidently  the 
Babylonian  name  for  Zerubbabel. 

p.  2,  1.  21.  'Children  of  the  province.'  BENE-ha- 
Medinah.  The  kingdom  of  David  and  Solomon  was  re- 
duced to  a  mere  province  of  Persia,  and  the  exiles  who 
returned  to  it  were  known  by  this  designation. 

p.  2,  1.  26-p.  6,  I.3.  In  Neh.  vii.  7-69,  and  in  1  Esdras 
v.  8-43,  lists  of  names  are  given,  and  all  evidently  from 
the  same  original  documents  ;  but  the  manifest  errors  of 
copyists  make  it  impossible  to  reconcile  the  different 
accounts  which  are  given,  or  to  say  which  list  is  most  in 
agreement  with  the  original  documents. 

p.  4,  1.  26.  '  The  Nethinim '  were  the  slaves  or  serfs 
1  given '  to  do  the  lowest  kind  of  work  in  connection 
with  religious  services  {see  Numb.  xxxi.  47,  Josh.  ix.  23, 
and  Ezra  viii.  20). 

p.  6,  1.  6.  '  The  Tirshatha,'  the  Hebrew  form  of  the 
Persian  name  tarsata,  governor  ;  it  was  applied  to  Zerub- 
babel, and  designated  his  office  ;  he  was  also  called  Peckah, 
a  pasha  {see  chap.  v.  14). 

p.  6,  1.  8.  *  Urim  and  Thummim.'  Zerubbabel  expected 
that  the  power  exercised  by  the  Urim  and  Thummim  would 
be  restored.  What  this  power  was  can  now  only  be  sur- 
mised. Urim  and  Thummim  are  generally  taken  to  mean 
Light  and  Perfection,  <puTicrfxol  kolI  reXetWiS.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  these  two  qualities  were  represented  by  two 
small  images,  deposited  in  a  bag  inside  the  breastplate 
worn  by  the  high  priest,  and  that  in  the  discharge  of  his 
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functions  as  high  priest  he,  in  some  way  now  unknown, 
used  these  images  in  order  to  ascertain  the  Divine  will. 

p.  6,  1.  9.  '  The  whole  congregation  together  was  forty 
and  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  three  score.'  The 
number  given  in  vers.  3-60  make  a  total  of  29,818.  Accord- 
ing to  Neh.  vii.  8-62,  the  total  is  31,089,  and  in  I  Esdras 
v.  20  it  is  33.950.  The  three  lists,  however,  agree  in 
stating  that  the  number  was  42,360.  1  Esdras  v.  41 
excludes  children,  and  professes  to  give  only  those  '  of 
twelve  years  and  upwards.' 

p.  6,  1.  27.  This  proves  that  many  of  the  Ten  Tribes 
also  returned  from  Babylon.  After  the  Captivity  Israel  and 
Judah  were  re-united,  and  were  called  sometimes  '  Israel,' 
sometimes  'Jews.' 

p.  6,  1.  28.  'The  seventh  month,'  the  sacred  month  of 
the  Jewish  year,  Tisri;  nearly  the  same  as  our  September. 
On  the  1st  of  this  month  the  daily  sacrifices  were  resumed 
(p.  7,  1.  19),  and  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles  was  observed  on 
the  15th  (p.  7,  1.  12). 

p.  7,  1.  3.  'Jeshua'  or  Joshua,  the  grandson  of  Seriah, 
the  last  of  the  high  priests  who  filled  the  office  of  high 
priesthood  before  the  Captivity.  The  office  fell  to  Joshua 
by  right  of  birth. 

p.  7,  1.  28.  'The  second  year.'  The  second  year  after 
the  Restoration  was  marked  by  the  preparations  which 
were  made  for  re-building  the  Temple.  The  foundations 
were  laid  with  as  elaborate  ceremonies  as  could  be  com- 
manded (p.  8,  11.  11-21),  amidst  demonstrations  of  grief 
on  the  part  of  the  older  men,  who  contrasted  the  present 
with  the  past  (p.  8,  1.  22),  and  joy  on  the  part  of  the 
younger  generation,  who  saw  the  dawn  of  a  new  day,  and 
believed  the  prophet's  words  that  God  would  '  fill  this 
house  with  glory5  (Haggai  ii.  8). 

Chap.  iii.  Prof.  Kosters.  of  Leiden,  in  his  Het  Herstel 
van  Israel  in  het  Perzische  Tifdvak,  contends  that  this 
chapter  is  quite  unhistorical ;  that  Cyrus  issued  no  Edict  of 
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Restoration,  and  that  there  was  no  Return  during  his 
reign  ;  that  the  Foundation  of  the  Temple  was  laid  in  the 
time  of  Darius  Hystaspis,  in  whose  reign  it  was  also  com- 
pleted, not  by  returned  exiles  but  by  the  people  who  re- 
mained in  the  land ;  that  Nehemiah's  return  preceded 
Ezra's,  and  that  Ezra  came  with  Nehemiah  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  latter  undertaking  his  second  term  as  governor 
in  the  year  433  B.C.  The  questions  thus  raised  have  been 
discussed  at  great  length  by  Prof.  Meyer,  of  Halle,  in  his 
Die  Enstehung  des  Judenthums  eine  hislorische  Unter- 
suchung,  and  Prof.  A.  Van  Hoonacker,  of  Louvain,  in  his 
Nouvelles  ftludes  sur  la  Rest  duration  Juive.  Prof.  Cheyne 
reconstructs  the  history  of  this  period  in  his  Jewish 
Religious  Life  after  the  Exile ;  but  he  does  not  profess 
to  have  any  better  reasons  for  his  reconstructed  history 
than  those  which  the  '  two  sister  faculties,  common  sense 
and  imagination,'  coupled  with  '  a  happy  intuition ' 
yield.  Historical  evidence,  as  such,  is  wanting ;  and  his 
standard  is  entirely  subjective.  Prof.  Torrey,  of  Yale 
University,  in  his  work,  The  Composition  and  Historical 
Value  of  Ezra- Nehemiah,  refuses  to  recognise  that  we 
have  any  genuine  Memoirs  of  Ezra.  Nehemiah,  he 
thinks,  had  something  to  do  with  the  Book  that  bears  his 
name  ;  but  for  the  most  part  the  unknown  chronicler, 
with  the  aid  of  Aramaic  documents,  composed  the  history 
which  is  given  in  Ezra-Xehemiah. 

p.  9,  1.  2.  'The  children  of  the  captivity.'  BENE-ha- 
Golah,  'Children  of  the  Exile,'  was  a  title  of  honour 
among  the  Jews.  Here  it  refers  to  those  who  had  returned 
from  captivity.  BENE-ha-GoLAH  and  BENE-ha-MEDiNAH 
are  terms  applied  to  the  same  people,  but  from  different 
points  of  view.  The  former  carries  with  it  the  idea  of  dis- 
tinction ;  the  latter  the  idea  of  subordination. 

p.   12,  1.  4.    'The   prophets.'      Haggai   and   Zechariah 
brought  moral  power  to  bear  on  the  flagging  energies  of  the 
people,  and  urged  them  to  make  renewed  efforts. 
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Chaps,  v.-vi.  contain  an  account  of  the  completion  and 
dedication  of  the  Temple. 

Chap.  vii. ,  after  the  elapse  of  about  fifty-seven  years, 
opens  a  new  period  in  the  life  of  the  Jews. 

p.  17,  1.  11.  'And  all  such  as  had  separated  them- 
selves.5 Those  who  had  been  in  captivity,  Ha-Golak,  are 
distinguished  from  the  Nibdalim,  who  remained  in  Jeru- 
salem during  the  period  of  the  exile,  and  retained  their 
strictly  Jewish  caste.  The  Nibdalim  refused  to  enter  into 
alliance  with  the  non-Jewish  party  in  Jerusalem. 

p.  17,  1.  19.  'Ezra,  the  son  of  Seriah.'  Ezra  is  called 
the  son  of  Seriah ;  but  the  Jews  used  the  term  son  often 
merely  to  express  descent.  He  was  either  grandson  or 
great-grandson  of  Seriah,  and  therefore  belonged  to  a 
priestly  house. 

p.  17,  1.  26.  'A  ready  scribe.'  Ezra  was  also  a  member 
of  the  class  of  the  Scribes  that  during  the  Captivity  and 
afterwards  exercised  great  influence  in  Jewish  life.  He 
was  an  accomplished  interpreter  of  the  Mosaic  law. 

p.  18,  11.  6-1 1.  See  chap.  viii.  31.  The  second  band  of 
exiles  returned  about  eighty  years  after  Zerubbabel  led  his 
company  to  Jerusalem.  The  route  followed  is  unknown. 
The  journey  occupied  about  four  months. 

p.  18,  1.  Ii-p.  23,  1.  25.  An  account  of  Ezra's  prepara- 
tions for  and  journey  to  Jerusalem.  The  journey  was 
accomplished  in  four  months. 

p.  21,  1.  24.  Ahava,  the  name  of  a  river  and  town  about 
eighty  miles  from  Babylon. 

p.  21, 1.  26.  'And  found  there  none  of  the  sons  of  Levi.' 
Few  Levites  returned  from  Babylon.  In  chap.  ii.  36-58 
two  families  are  mentioned — the  Jeshuaites  and  the  Kad- 
mielites — the  number  of  which  was  74,  as  against  4289 
priests,  128  singers,  'children  of  Asath,'  139  porters,  and 
392  Nethinim  or  Temple  serfs.  In  chap.  iii.  9  a  third 
family  of  Levites  is  named — the  Henadadites.  No  Levitical 
family  seems  to  have  offered  to  return  with  Ezra.  It  was 
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only  after  an  earnest  appeal  that  Sherebiah  and  Hashbiah, 
with  their  sons  and  brethren,  numbering  in  all  38,  were 
induced  to  accompany  Ezra. 

The  position  assigned  to  the  Levites  after  the  Return  was 
a  subordinate  one.  They  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  re- 
building of  the  Temple  (chap.  iii.  9).  After  its  erection 
they  occupied  a  place  between  that  of  the  priests  and  that 
of  the  singers  and  porters.  They  did  not,  however,  dis- 
charge priestly  functions. 

Chaps,  ix.  and  x.  describe  the  moral  reformation  which 
Ezra  effected. 


THE  BOOK  OF  NEHEMIAH 

p.  31,  1.  2.  'In  the  month  Chisleu,'  the  ninth  month, 
which  includes  a  part  of  our  November  and  the  greater  part 
of  December.  '  Shusan,  the  palace,'  Susa,  the  capital  of 
Susiana,  the  winter  residence  of  the  Persian  kings. 

p.  31,  1.  4.  Hanani,  brother  of  Nehemiah  (chap.  vii. 
2),  brought  tidings  of  the  affliction  and  reproach  of  the 
Jews  in  Jerusalem. 

p.  32,  1.  21.  ■  Nisan,'  the  first  month  of  the  Jewish  year, 
*  in  the  twentieth  year  of  Artaxerxes,'  Artaxerxes  (Longi- 
manus).     445  B.C.  is  the  date  to  which  reference  is  made. 

p.  23>  1-  26.  Sanballat,  and  the  Ammonite  freed  slave 
Tobiah,  seem  to  have  held  subordinate  offices  under  the 
governor  of  Syria  ;  they  led  the  Samaritan  party. 

p.  35,  1.  6.  'Eliashib,'  the  grandson  of  Joshua,  and  now 
high  priest,  set  an  example  of  devotion  in  the  repairing  of 
the  walls  of  the  city.  The  order  of  the  builders  is  given 
in  detail  in  this  chapter. 

Chap.  iv.  gives  a  graphic  account  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  building  was  prosecuted. 

Chap.  v.  The  civil  rebellion  was  averted  by  the  prompt 
action  of  Nehemiah,  who  insisted  upon  justice  as  between 
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creditor  and  debtor.  His  own  disinterested  action  (vers. 
14-18)  gave  them  an  example  of  self-sacrifice. 

Chap.  vi.  The  artifice  of  the  Samaritan  party  is  vividly 
described.  The  attempt  to  draw  Nehemiah  away  to  the 
plain  of  Ono.  on  the  borders  of  Benjamin  (ver.  2)  is  met 
by  fine  irony  (ver.  3);  the  charge  of  treason  (p.  44,  1.  3)  by 
an  emphatic  denial ;  and  the  hired  services  of"  the  faithless 
Shemiah,  the  son  of  a  priest,  by  courage  and  foresight 
(p.  44,  1.  17-p.  45,  1.  5),  p.  44,  1.  20,  shows  that  the 
Temple  had  been  rebuilt. 

p.  45,  1.  6.  The  walls  of  the  city  were  finished  in  fifty- 
two  days.  This  is  seen  to  be  a  possible  task  if  it  be  re- 
membered that  the  work  accomplished  was  that  of  repairing 
the  walls,  and  if  the  devotion  of  the  workers  be  taken  into 
account. 

Chap.  vii.  Nehemiah  seems  to  have  contemplated  a 
return  to  Susa  according  to  his  promise  (p.  33,  1.  13).  He 
gave  Hanani  and  Hananiah  charge  over  Jerusalem. 

p.  44,  1.  16-p.  49,  1.  21,  j^note  on  chap.  ii. 

p.  50,  1.  14.  'And  when  the  seventh  month  was  come.' 
These  words  properly  belong  to  chap.  viii.  The  Feast  of 
Trumpets  was  observed  on  the  first  day  of  this  month, 
which  was  the  beginning  of  the  civil  year  {see  note  on 
Ezra  iii.  1). 

p.  50,  1.  20.  Ezra  had  now  returned  to  Jerusalem  ;  and 
as  the  learned  exponent  of  the  Law  assumed  the  functions 
which  befitted  his  profession. 

p.  51,  1.  25.  Tirshatha  {see  note  on  p.  6,  1.  6).  The 
title  was  applied  to  Nehemiah  ;  he  is  also  called  peckah, 
pasha  (p.  52,  1.  15).  As  on  the  occasion  of  the  return  from 
Captivity,  so  now,  when  the  wall  of  the  city  was  repaired, 
the  Feast  of  Tabernacles  was  observed  ;  and  that  too  with 
such  demonstrations  of  gladness  as  were  only  paralleled  by 
the  joy  of  the  celebration  of  the  same  feast  in  the  days  of 
Joshua,  the  son  of  Nun. 

p.  53,  1.  4.   'And  they  kept  the  feast  seven  days.'     The 
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Feast  of  Tabernacles  extended  from  the  15th  till  the  22nd 
of  the  seventh  month,  Tisri  {see  note  p.  6,  1.  28). 

P«  53>  !•  9-  '  Now  is  the  twenty  and  fourth  day  of  this 
month.'  Two  days  after  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles  a  great 
assembly  was  held,  and  the  people  gave  themselves  to  fast- 
ing ;  they  also  confessed  their  national  sins,  and  ac- 
knowledged God's  goodness  in  an  impressive  prayer  (p.  53 
1.  24-p.  58,  1.  16). 

p.  58,  1.  14-p.  59,  1.  9.  Israel's  Solemn  League  and 
Covenant.  It  was  signed  by  Nehemiah,  the  Tirshatha,  by 
the  high  priest,  and  by  heads  of  families. 

p.  59,1.  10.  Those  not  directly  represented  by  the  affixed 
signatures  signified  their  assent  to  the  Covenant. 

P-  59 »  !•  l$-V-  61  >  1-  5-  These  verses  give  the  chief  con- 
tents of  the  Covenant. 

p.  61, 1. 6.  Jerusalem  was  re-peopled  by  the  rulers,  by  those 
selected  through  the  casting  of  the  lot,  and  by  volunteers. 

p.  61,  I.  12.    '  Israel,'  see  note  p.  6,  1.  27. 

p.  61,  1.  19-p.  64,  1.  9.  The  names  of  those  who  made 
Jerusalem  their  home. 

p.  64,  1.  22.  Priests  and  Levites  who  accompanied 
Zerubbabel  (11.  23-25),  high  priests  (p.  64,  1.  26-p.  65, 1.  8), 
priestly  families  (11.  9-14),  Levitical  families  (1. 9).  Eliashib, 
Joiada,  Johanan  and  Jaddua  were  the  successive  high 
priests,  and  held  office  respectively  forty,  forty,  thirty-two 
and  twenty  years.  Darius  III.  (Codomannus)  is  here 
named.  The  two  verses  are  manifestly  the  interpolations 
of  a  late  redactor. 

p.  65,  1.  25-p.  67,  1.  17,  describe  the  solemn  religious 
ceremonies  which  were  observed  on  the  occasion  of  the 
dedication  of  the  wall  of  Jerusalem. 

p.  68,  1.  6.  'On  that  day.'  The  words  here  do  not 
indicate  immediate  sequence  of  events,  but  are  used  in 
a  general  sense  'at  that  time,'  i.e.,  during  that  period  of 
religious  zeal  and  reform. 

p.  68,  1.  15.  The  high  priest  was  related  by  marriage  to 
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Tobiah,  the  avowed  enemy  of  Israel ;  and,  during  the 
absence  of  Nehemiah,  who  had  been  summoned  to  the 
Persian  Court,  the  high  priest  provided  apartments  for 
Tobiah  in  the  Temple.  This  was  a  flagrant  violation  of 
the  law.  On  Nehemiah's  return,  Tobiah  and  his  household 
stuff  were  cast  out,  and  the  Temple  cleansed. 

p.  69,  1.  7-p.  71,  1.  23.  The  reforms  which  Nehemiah 
effected  in  the  Temple  offices  and  in  relation  to  the  proper 
observance  of  the  Sabbath. 


THE  BOOK  OF  ESTHER 


p.  72,  1.  I.  Ahasuerus,  i.e.,  Xerxes,  the  extent  of  whose 
empire  is  here  described. 

p.  72,  1.  7.  A  great  feast  preparatory  to  the  expedition 
against  Greece,  which  Xerxes  was  contemplating.  The 
feast  was  held  in  483  B.C.  ;  this  expedition  took  place  in 
481  B.C.  The  feast  lasted  180  days,  in  order  that  the 
governors  from  all  parts  of  the  empire  might  be  able  to 
attend.  This  was  followed  by  a  seven  days'  feast  to  all  the 
people  in  Susa,  and  by  a  feast  given  by  the  queen. 

P-  73>  *•  5-  Vashti,  i.e.,  Amestris  of  secular  history,  who 
for  a  time  evidently  lost  the  royal  favour  for  the  reasons 
given  in  the  text.  She  is  known  to  have  been  queen  consort 
at  the  end  of  Xerxes'  reign. 

p.  73,  11.  9-10.  These  are  the  names  of  the  eunuchs  who 
had  charge  of  the  king's  harem. 

p.  73,  1.  19.  'The  wise  men,'  who  were  noted  for  their 
knowledge  of  the  laws  of  the  realm,  and  for  their  insight. 
They  occupied  a  position  of  the  highest  honour  in  the  royal 
house. 

p.  73, 1.  29.  The  answer  which  was  given  to  the  king's 
question  coincided  with  the  king's  wishes. 

p.  73,   1.    26.    Read :    '  that    every  man    should    hold 
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dominion  in  his  own  house,  and  speak  the  tongue  of  his 
own  people.'  The  woman  was  to  be  subordinate  to  the 
man  ;  and  if  of  a  different  nation,  the  language  which  the 
man  spoke  was  to  be  that  of  the  household. 

p.  75,  1.  1 6.  Mordecai  held  an  official  position  in  the 
king's  house.  Observe  that  Kish  is  the  antecedent  to  who. 
Kish  was  carried  into  captivity.  Mordecai  was  his  great- 
grandson. 

p.  75,  1.  22.  Esther,  the  Persian  word  for  star,  bore  also 
the  Hebrew  name  of  Hadassah,  myrtle.  She  was  bath-dodo 
'the  daughter  of  his  friend,'  i.e.,  as  TTi  generally  means, 
his  father's  brother's  daughter.  Mordecai  and  Esther  were 
therefore  cousins. 

p.  76,  1.  9.  The  Persian  name  Esther  enabled  Hadassah 
to  conceal  her  people  and  kindred. 

p.  77,  1.  10.  'The  king  loved  Esther.'  The  royal 
choice  elevated  her  to  the  throne.  The  royal  crown  set  on 
her  head  consisted  of  a  purple  riband  streaked  with  white, 
which  was  bound  round  the  forehead. 

p.  77,  1.  25.  Treason,  conspiracy,  and  regicide  were 
common  in  the  Persian  court.  This  conspiracy  may  have 
been  the  result  of  intrigue  on  the  part  of  Vashti's  ad- 
herents. 

p.  78,  1.  6.  Of  Haman,  who  was  made  vizier,  nothing 
is  known  beyond  what  is  stated  in  the  text. 

p.  79,  1.  1.  '  Pur,'  lot.  From  April  of  one  year  till 
March  of  the  next  year  the  lot  was  thrown  in  order  to 
ascertain  a  lucky  day  for  Hainan's  malicious  design. 

p.  79,  1.  11.  'Ten  thousand  talents  of  silver,' equal  to 
^"2,119,000.  The  opulence  of  Persian  subjects  is  attested 
by  classical  writers. 

p.  79,  1.  19.  Persian  kings  had  always  scribes  at  hand 
to  keep  a  journal  of  notable  events  and  to  record  the  royal 
decrees.  This  decree  gave  the  Jews  about  eleven  months' 
warning. 

p.  80,  1.  3.  The  Jews  observe  the  13th  of  Adar  (March) 
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as  a  fast,  and  the  14th  and  15th  as  feasts.  These  together 
are  called  the  Feast  of  Purim. 

p.  80,  1.  12.  The  distress  of  Mordecai  and  the  mourn- 
ing of  the  Jews  are  told  to  Esther  with  the  view  of  enlist- 
ing her  aid. 

p.  81,  L  27.  The  one  instance  in  this  book  where  a 
Divine  Providence  is  acknowledged. 

Chap.  viii.  Esther,  not  satisfied  with  the  punishment 
inflicted  on  Haman,  sought  the  king's  consent  to  undertake 
protective  measures  for  the  safety  of  the  Jews.  The  first 
decree  was  not  reversed,  but  a  royal  edict  was  issued 
giving  the  Jews  leave  to  defend  themselves  and  slay  their 
assailants. 

Chap.  ix.  The  Jews,  manifestly  aided  by  the  Persian 
soldiers,  slew  thousands  of  the  turbulent  crowd  that  had 
hoped  to  profit  by  the  king's  first  decree. 

p.  92,  1.  2.  Mordecai  both  wrote  an  account  of  the 
events  which  had  happened,  and  also  ordered  the  Jews  to 
observe  the  Feast  of  Purim  yearly.  Esther  confirmed  his 
action,  and  her  decree  'was  written  in  the  book,'  i.e.,  in 
the  Chronicles  of  Medea  and  Persia. 

p.  93,  1.  19.  The  tribute  which  Xerxes  laid  upon  the 
land  was  evidently  to  replace  the  money  spent  in  his  war 
with  Greece. 

p.  93,  1.  22.  'The  greatness  of  Mordecai'  consisted  not 
only  in  the  political  power  with  which  he  was  invested, 
but  also  in  the  ready  acceptance  of  himself  and  his  work 
on  the  part  of  '  the  multitude  of  his  brethren.' 
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*§  Synchronism  of 

EPOCH  OF  THE  RETURN 


Babylonia  and  Assyria 

merged  in 

the  Persian  Empire. 


Syria  and 
Phoenicia. 


Palestine. 


Babylon  captured  by  Cyrus  After  suffering 
the  Medo-Elamite  (b.c.  many  changes  of 
539-538),  who  placed  his  government  the 
uncle  Darius  on  the  throne,  j  remnant  of  the 
The  latter  died  two  years  j  people  left  when 
later,  and  Cyrus  reigned  Tiglathpileser 
alone  over  the  whole  Medo-  carried  away  the 
Persian  Empire.  Baby-  Syrians  into 
Ionia  and  Assyria  are  now  Assyria,  became 
merged  in  Persian  Empire,  gradually  identi- 
Cyrus  restores  the  Jew3  fied  with  the 
to  their  country  (b.c.  537),  Phoenicians  in  a 
and  a  large  number  return  political  sense, 
under  Prince  Zerubbabel  though  racially 
and  Jeshua.  they       continued 

Cyrus   died  B.C.    530  or    distinct. 
529,  and  was  succeeded  by        Phoenicia     had 
Cambyses,  who  ruled  from  ,  been       conquered 
b.c.      529-522.       Invades ;  by    the     Persians 


Egypt 


quishes  Psammenitus,  who 
had  succeeded  his  father 
Amasis,  and  conquers  the 
whole  of  the  Delta  ;  has 
an  unfortunate  expedition 
against  the  Ethiopians,  in 
which  he  suffers  loss. 
(b.c.  524)  Slays  the  Bull- 


t6  ;    van- !  about    B.C.     540, 


but  was  allowed 
to  retain  its  kings. 
In  consequence 
of  the  long  siege 
by  Nebuchad- 
nezzar in  b.c  590, 
Old  Tyre  was 
laid  in  ruins.      A 


Decree  of  Cyrus 
restoring  the  Jews 
to    Palestine    (b.  c 
537).       They    re- 
turn in  large  num- 
bers  under    Prince 
Zerubbabel         and 
High  Priest  Jeshua. 
Jews    begin   the 
rebuilding    of     the 
city  and  the  Temple 
(b.c.     535)-       Ob- 
structed     by      the 
1  Samaritans,       who 
corrupt  the  officers 
I  of  Cyrus  to  induce 
:  them      to      hinder 
;  the  work  (b.c.  533), 
!  which    accordingly 
is  stopped. 
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FROM  CAPTIVITY,  b.c.    537-409. 


Asia  Minor.  Egypt. 


After  the  year 
B.C.  546,  when 
Sardis,  the 
capital  of  the 
great  Lydian 
kingdom  of 
Croesus,  was 
taken  by  Cyrus, 
Asia  Minor  be- 
came almost 
entirely  a  part 
of  the  Persian 
Empire,  ruled 
by  satraps. 


Egypt  at  this 
epoch  was  sub- 
ject to  Assyria 
and  afterwards 
to  Persia. 

Amasis  (b.c. 
569-526) had  a 
glorious  reign. 
After  his  death 
his  son  Psam- 
menitus,  the  last 
of  the  Pharaohs, 
was  defeated  by 
Cambyses,  and 
thereafter  Egypt 
became  a  Per- 
sian province. 

Capture  of 
Thebes  and  the 
transportation 
of  6000  Egyp- 
tians to  Susa. 


Greece. 


(b.c.  537)  This  year 
third  tyranny  of  Pisis- 
tratus  begins  at  Athens 
and  lasts  till  B.C.  527. 

The  two  great  powers 
in  Greece  at  this  time 
were  Athens  and  Sparta . 
Up  to  this  time  the 
latter  had  been  the 
leading  state  in  Greece  ; 
but  Athens  having 
assumed  the  form  of  a 
free  republic,  became 
daily  more  powerful, 
and  is  recognised  as 
the  head  of  the  Ionian 
states. 

The  kingdoms  of 
Macedonia  and  Thracia 
were  independent  of 
that  known  as  Greece 
proper.  Thrace  was 
divided  into  several 
states,  most  of  them 
tributary  to   Persia. 
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Italy. 


Was  at  this  time 
divided  among  a 
large  number  of 
states,  of  which 
Rome  was  only  one. 
Magna  Graecia  was 
largely  Greek  in  its 
sympathies,  Sybaris, 
Crotona,  Tarentum 
and  others  being  all 
Grecian  colonies. 

Rome  was  at  this 
time  under  the  rule 
of  kings.  Tar- 
quinius  Superbus, 
the  last  of  the  seven 
kings,  having  begun 
to  rule  in  B.C.  534. 
He  asserted  the 
supremacy  of  Rome 
over  all  the  Latin 
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merged  in 

the  Persian  Empire. 


B.C. 
6oO-  JOO. 


god  Apis,  then  returns  into 
Syria,  where  he  dies. 

Smerdus,  the  magus, 
usurps  the  throne  (b.c. 
522) ;  reigns  seven  months. 
Deposed  and  slain  by 
Darius  Hystaspes  (b.c. 
521),  who  divides  the 
empire  into  twenty  satra- 
pies. Revolt  of  Babylon 
(b.c.  518)  and  total  de- 
struction of  the  city  after 
twenty  days'  siege. 

(b.c.  507)  Scythian  ex- 
pedition j  the  Persians 
establish  themselves  in 
Europe  ;  Indian  campaign  ; 
the  Indus  made  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  empire. 
The  Ionian  colonies  revolt. 
They  are  assisted  by  the 
Athenians,  which  occasions 
the  Grasco-Persian  Wars 
(b.c  501). 

This  is  the  epoch  of  the 
wars  between  Greece  and 
the  Persians.  The  first 
expedition  under  Mardon- 
ius  wa3  unsuccessful.     The 


Syria  and 
Phoenicia. 


new  city  was 
erected  about  b.c 
520,  and  soon 
became  celebrated 
for  its  vast  com- 
merce, which  it 
carried  on  under 
the  protection  of 
the  kings  of 
Persia. 


Palestine. 


The  rebuildingof 
theTempleresumed 
by  the  Jews  (b.c 
520).  They  are 
again  disturbed  by 
the  Samaritans. 
Publication  of  the 
decree  permitting 
the  work  to  proceed 
(b.c  518).  The 
Temple  rebuilt  and 
dedicated. 
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asia Minor. 


Greece. 


The  incident  of 
Lucretia,  the  wife 
of  Collatinus,  took 
place  in  B.C.  509  5 
the  Tarquins  were 
expelled  in  the  same 
year. 

Pythagoras    is    sup-  b  c.    500,  begin- 

posed  to  have  died  in  ning  of  the  struggles 

b.c    497.      The    first  between   Patricians 

expedition  of  the  Per-  and   Plebs.       First 

sian     Mardonius     was  dictator   appointed, 
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Italy. 
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Babylonia  and  Assyria 
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second  expedition  sustained 
the  crushing  defeat  of 
Marathon  (b.c.  490). 

Egypt  revolts  (b.c.  486), 
but  is  subdued  (b.c.  480). 

Zoroaster  flourishes  (b.c. 
499-480). 

Xerxes  succeeds  Darius 
(b.c.  485).  In  b.c.  480 
he  makes  his  famous 
attempt  to  subdue  Greece 
with  an  army  variously 
estimated  at  one,  two  and 
five  millions  of  men. 
Crosses  the  Hellespont  on 
a  bridge  of  boats  5  marches 
through  Thrace,  Mace- 
donia and  Thessaly  to 
Thermopylae,  where  Leoni- 
das  inflicts  on  him  his  first 
check  ;  burns  Athens,  but 
is  defeated  by  Themistocles 
at  Salamis  (Sep.  23,  480 
B.C.).  Xerxes  retreats, 
leaving  Mardonius. 

Xerxes  destroys  temple 
of   Bel    at    Babylon     (b.c 

479)- 

Mardonius  occupies 
Athens   a  second  time  :  is 


Syria  and 
Phoenicia. 


Palestine. 


Events  recorded 
in  the  book  of 
Esther  are  supposed 
to  have  occurred 
during  this  reign. 
The  feast  of  Purim 
instituted  (circ. 
482). 
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Asia  Minor. 


Greece. 


Italy. 


The  Egyp- 
tians  revolt 
from  the  rule  of 
Darius  in  b.  c. 
487,  but  are 
subdued  by 
Xerxes,  B.c.480. 


Second  revolt 
of  the  Egyp- 
tians under 
Inarus  against 
the  tyranny 
of    Achemenes 


unsuccessful  (b.c.  492). 
Athens  an  d  Sparta  alone 
resist  the  demands  of 
Persia ;  the  Persians 
defeated  by  Miltiades 
at  Marathon  (b.c.  490). 
Athens  was  now  mis- 
tress of  the  sea.  Aris- 
tides  ostracised  and 
Themistocles    supreme 

(B.C.   483). 

Invasion  of  Greece 
by  Xerxes  (b.c  480). 
Gallant  death  of 
Leonidas  and  his 
Spartans  at  Thermo- 
pylae ;  Athens  taken 
and  burned  ;  Greek 
naval  victories  at  Arte- 
misium  and  Salamis 
(b.c.  480)  ;  defeats  of 
the  Persians  at  Plataea 
and  Mycale  5  flight  of 
Xerxes  (b.c.  479). 

Themistocles  re- 
builds Athens,  despite 
the  objections  of  Sparta 
(b.c.  478).  This  was 
the  beginning  of  the 
Athenian  ascendency. 


(b.c.  498) ;  popula- 
tion of  Rome, 
150,700. 

Tribunes  of  the 
people  appointed 
(b.c.  493). 

Agrarian  disputes 
(b.c.  490),  and 
agitation  for  the 
better  division  of 
the  public  lands. 

Coriolanus  ap- 
pears and  leads  the 
aristocratic  party 
(b.c.  490). 


First  Agrarian 
Law  (b.c.  486). 

Number  of 
citizens  capable  of 
bearing  arms, 
134,214  (b.c.  465). 

Epoch  of  Decem- 
viri (b.c.  451-447). 

Cincinnatus  saves 
Rome. 
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routed  at  Plataea  by  Pau- 
sanias(B.  c.  479).  Persians 
defeated  at  Mycale  in  Asia 
Minor  (b.c.  479),  and  at 
Eurymedon  (b.c.  466); 
retire  from  Greece. 

Xerxes  assassinated  by 
Artabanus  (b.c.  465).  The 
events  recorded  in  the  book 
of  Esther  occurred  during 
the  preparations  for  the 
Greek  campaign. 

Artaxerxes(Longimanus) 
succeeds  Xerxes  (b.c.  464). 
Ezra  sent  to  Judaea  (b.c. 
458)  ;  the  revolt  of  Mega- 
byzus. 

Artaxerxes  dies  (b.c. 
425),  and  is  succeeded  by 
Xerxes  II.,  who  only 
reigned  a  few  months,  and 
then  by  Darius  II. (Nothus) 
(b.c.424-405> 


Syria  and 
Phcenicia. 


Palestine. 


Megabyzus, 
satrap  of  Syria, 
revolts  and  makes 
headway  against 
Artaxerxes.  He 
finally  is  recon- 
ciled to  the  king 
(b.c.  447). 


Ezra  sent  to 
Judaea  ;  separates 
the  Jews  from  their 
foreign  wives. 

Nehemiah  sent 
as  governor  or 
Tirshatha  tojudaea ; 
rebuilds  walls  of 
Jerusalem  (b.c. 
445).  He  next  re- 
peoples  the  city. 

Ezra  brings  forth 
his  edition  of  the 
Law  (b.c.  442). 

Nehemiah  re- 
turns to  Persia  (b.c. 
433),  but  comes 
back  to  Jerusalem  in 
b.c.  428  with  a  new- 
commission,  and 
proceeds  to  reform 
Church  and  State. 

(b.c.  409)Nehe- 
miah's  last  act  of 
reformation  of  the 
Temple  services. 

(b.c.  408)  Sam- 
aritan temple  on 
Mount  Gerizim 
commenced. 
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Asia  Minor. 

Egypt. 

Greece. 

Italy. 

(brother     of 

Pericles  enters  pub- 

Laws     of      the 

Xerxes),      who 

lic     life     (b.c.     469)  5 

Twelves  Tables 

was  satrap  (b.c. 

Sophocles      victor      in 

compiled  (b.c  447). 

459).         Ache- 

tragedy  (b.c.  467). 

Marriages    al- 

menes is   slain, 

Messenian  war  (b.c. 

lowed    between 

and     his     army 

464)  ;    Athenians    de- 

PatriciansandPlebs 

besieged      in 

feat  Persians  at  Cyprus 

(b.c.  445). 

Memphis, 

(b.c.  449). 

Appointment    of 

whence  they  are 

Pericles  at  the  height 

military       tribunes 

relieved    by 

of  his  power  (b.c.  440). 

with       consular 

Artabazus    and 

Peloponnesian      war 

powers,  and   also  of 

Megabyzus, 

begins  (b  c.  43 1)  j  death 

censors  (b.c.  (443- 

who      d  e  f  e  a  t 

of  Pericles  (b.c.  429). 

423> 

Inarus,takehim 

Alcibiades      at      the 

Siege     of     Veii 

prisoner,    drive 

head    of    affairs     (b.c. 

(b.c.   405). 

the    Athenians, 

420)  ;  battle  of  Man- 

his    allies,    out 

tinea  (b.c.  418). 

of    Egypt,   and 

Sparta  concludes  an 

reduce     the 

alliance     with     Persia 

country     under 

(b.c.  412). 

the  rule  of  the 

Persian  king. 
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BIBLICAL   REFERENCES   IN   ENGLISH 
LITERATURE. 

The  following  passages  occurring  in  the  works  of  well-known 
writers  in  English  Literature  have  obviously  been  suggested  by 
the  incidents  recorded  in  the  Books  of  Ezra,  Nehemiah  and 
Esther. 


EZRA. 
Babylon  and  the  Cap- 
tivity. 

(Ezra  i.  1 1.) 

Cyrus,  the  Restorer  of  the 
fetus  to  Palestine. 
(Ezra  i.  i.) 

f  civs'  Return  to  ferusa- 
lem. 

(Ezra  iii.  i.) 

Budding   of  the   Second 
Temple. 

(Ezra  iii,  1 1.) 


Ezra's  Prayer. 
(Ezra  Ix.  3.) 


Greene — '  Orlando  Furioso.' 

Milton — 'Paradise Regained' — B.  iii.  \.z%\,et  sea. 

Herbert — 'Church  Militant' — 1.  100. 

Moore — Sacred  Songs — 'Fallen  is  Thy  Throne.' 

Shakespeare — 1  'Henry  VI.' — Act  ii.  Sc.  3. 
Milton — 'Paradise  Regained' — B.  iii.  1.  287. 
Sylvester — *  Bethulia's  Rescue' — B.  ii.  1.  335. 

Shakespeare — I  *  Henry  IV.' — Act  i.  Sc.  1. 
Milton — 'Paradise  Lost' — B.  xii.  1.  343. 
Cowlev — 'Ode  on   His  Majesty's  Restoration' — 
St.' 1 8. 

Shakespeare — 'Merchant  of  Venice' — Acti.  Sc.  1. 
Sylvester — '  Bethulia's  Rescue' — B.  i.  1.  129. 
Joseph  Beaumont — '  Psyche  ' — Canto  iii.  St.  78. 
Joseph  Beaumont — '  Psyche' — Canto  xiii.  St.  22- 

27. 
Milton — 'Paradise  Lost' — B.  xii.  1.  349. 
Herbert — 'Church  Militant ' — 1.  223. 
Wordsworth — 'Ecclesiastical  Sonnets' — Pt.  i.  S. 

vii. 

James  I. — Ballad — 'Virtue  increases  Dignitie.' 
Herbert— Temple— '  Church  Porch.' 
Quarles — Zionrs    Elegies — 'Threnodie' — Pt.    i. 
No.  20. 
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*>$  Biblical  References  in 


NEHEMIAH. 

Shushan  or  Susa. 
(Nehem.  i.  I .) 

Samaritan  Opposition  to 
Nehemia/Ys    TVork    on 
the  Walls  of  Jerusa- 
lem. 
(Nehem.  ii.  10.) 

The  Book  of  the  Law. 
(Nehem.  viii.  i.) 


Joy  in  the  Lord. 

(Nehem.  viii.  9-1 1.) 


Oppression  of  'Polytheistic 
Idolatry. 
(Nehem.  ix.  26.) 


The  Holy  Services  of  the 
Sanctuary. 
(Nehem.  x.  32-39.) 


Sanctity  of  the  Sabbath. 
(Nehem.  xiii.  15.) 


Milton — 'Paradise  Lost' — B.  x.  1.  308. 
Milton — 'Paradise  Regained' — B.  iii.  1.  288. 

Shakespeare — 'All's    Well    that     Ends    Well' — 

Act  ii.  Sc.  1. 
Sylvester — '  Bethulia's  Rescue' — B.  ii.  1.  358. 
Webster — '  Devil's  Law  Case  ' — Act  i.  Sc.  2. 

Shakespeare — 'Richard  III.' — Act.  i.  Sc.  5. 
Milton — 'Paradise  Regained' — B.  i.  1.  320. 
Drummond  of  Hawthornden — 'Dedication.' 

Herbert — Temple — •  The  Love-joy. ' 

Herrick — Hesperides — 'Thanksgiving  to  God.' 

Cowper — 'Olney  Hymns' — B.  i.  1.  42. 

Moore — Sacred  Songs — '  Go  forth  to  the  Mount.' 

Henry  More — 'Immortality  of  the  Soul' — B.  i. 

Canto  1,  St.  7. 
Keble — Christian    Year — '  Sexagesima     Sunday  ' 

-St.  7. 
Wordsworth — '  Ecclesiastical  Sonnets  ' — Pt.  i.  Ss. 

xi.  and  xii. 
Mrs  Browning* — 'Idols.' 
Lewis  Morris — '  Hymn  in  time  of  Idols.' 

Shakespeare — 'Henry  V.  ' — Act  i.   Sc.   1.  ;   Act 

iv.  Sc.  8. 
Herbert— Temple— '  Church  Porch '—St.  68. 
Wordsworth — 'Ecclesiastical  Sonnets' — Pt.  ii.  Ss. 

ix.  and  x. 

Nicolas  Breton — 'Soul's  Immortal  Crown' — 7th 

Day. 
Herbert — Temple — '  Sunday.' 
Quarles — '  Sabbath-Breaker's  Soliloquy.' 
Wordsworth — 'Excursion' — B.  viii.  1.  230. 
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SeparationoftheLevites.     Chaucer — Prologue — Canterbury       Tales — 'The 
(Nehem.  xii.  22-30.)  j  Poure  Parson.' 

:  Dryden — 'The  Good  Parson.' 
Herbert — 'The  Priesthood.' 
Bishop  Ken — '  The  Good  Priest.' 
Wordsworth — 'Ecclesiastical  Sonnets  ' — Pt.ii.  Ss. 
xix.  to  xxiii. 

The  Prayer  of  the  \    Henryson — '  Abbey   Walk  ' — '  Obey    and    Thank 

Le-vites.  Thy  God.' 

(Nehem.  ix-   5.)  Dunbar — Merle   and   Nightingale — 'All  Love  is 

lost,  but  upon  God  alone.' 
Herbert — Temple — '  Repentance.' 
Lewis  Morris — 'Confession.' 


Separation  of  Israel  from      Shakespeare — 'Macbeth' — Act  iv.  Sc.  3  ;  Act  v. 


Strangers  and  the  Nenv 
Covenant  ivith  God. 
(Nehem.  x.  29.) 

ESTHER. 

Vasht'i    Summoned    and 
Refuses. 
(Esther  i.  12.) 

Description  of  Esther, 
(Esther  ii.  7.) 


Haman  and  His  Fate, 
(Esther  iii.-vii.) 

Esther's  Triumph. 
(Esther  viii.  1.) 


Sc.  1. 

Thomas  Tusser — '  Principal  Points  of  Religion.' 
Joseph  Beaumont — 'Psyche' — Canto,  xii.  St.  86. 


Quarles — '  Hadassa,    or     History     of     Esther' — 
Sec.  ii. 


Quarles — '  Hadassa  ' — Sec.  iv. 

Quarles — 'Divine  Fancies' — B.  ii.  1.  55. 

Quarles — 'Emblems' — B.  iv.  1.6. 

Southwell — Poems — '  Scorn  not  the  Least. 


Vaughan— 'The  Bride.' 
Cowley — 'The  Mistress.' 
Quarles — '  Hadassa' — Sec.  vi. 
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Hebrew  Weights  and  Measures. 
M 2*- 

Measures  of  Length, 
The  unit  oflength  was  the  cubit.  The  best  authorities  are  still  divided  as  to 
which  of  the  two  principal  metrological  systems  of  antiquity,  the  Babylonian 
or  the  Egyptian — the  latter,  according  to  the  most  recent  research,  being  a 
modification  of  the  former — was  chiefly  followed  by  the  Hebrews.  _  The  manner 
in  which  the  Hebrew  cubit  was  subdivided,  the  evidence  of  the  Siloam  tunnel, 
the  length  of  which,  1760  feet  by  modern  measurement,  is  given  in  its  famous 
inscription  as  1200  cubits,  and  other  considerations  point  to  the  predominant 
influence  of  Egypt.  The  Egyptians  made  use  of  two_  cubits,  a  shorter  cubit 
of  six  handbreadths  =  17.7  inches,  and  the  longer  cubit  of  seven  handbreadths 
=  20.6  inches.     The  subdivisions  were  as  follows  : — 


Surface  or  Linear  Measure. 


Finger  breadth 


28 


51 


Handbreadth  or  4  fingers 
3    ]  Span 


J    2  I  Cubit  (6  palms  or  handbreadths) 
I  — I  Cubit  of  Ezekiel  (7 


da 


do.)  . . 


Feet. 

Inches. 

•73 

i       2.q 

I       8.S 

1 

5-7 

1 

8.6 

8 

ID.  2 

10 

3-6 

36    I  12  I    6  I  Reed  

42    I  —  I    6\  Reed  of  Ezekiel 

Measures  of  Capacity. 
The  unit  of  measurement  is  the  ephah,  of  the  same  dimensions  as  the  bath  for 
liquids.     The  latter,  according  to  Josephus,  contained  _72  attic  sextarii  =  .96 
pint  X  72  =  8  gallons,  5.12  pints.     The  epkah  accordingly  may  be  reckoned 
as  the  equivalent  of  our  bus Jie I  {more  precisely  1.08  bushel). 

Bush.  Peck.  Gall.  Qrt.     Pint 

Log  

4    I  Kab  of  4  Logs 

7}  I      if  J  Omer  or  Issaron  (^  of  Ephah) 

24    I      6    I      3h\  Seah  

Ephah 


72    I 


I    3l 


720    I  180    I  ico    I  30  I  10  I  Homer 


1     1     1     1    .96 

i      1      iil  1.84 

1      l      1  3  l  1 

l  1  1  0  1  3  l  1 

1  I  0  1  0  1  2  1  1 

1   10  1  3  i  0  1  1  i  0 

Measures  for  Liquids. 


Log 

4  I  Kab  of  4  Logs 


[2  I      3  I  Hin 


72  I    18  I    6  I  Bath 


720  I  180  I  60  I  10J  Kor 


Gall. 

Qrt. 

Pint. 

.96 

1 

1.84 

1 

1 

i-5 

3 

2 

1 

J6_ 

1 

0 
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